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Author’s Preface. 


In this book, or series of books, I have aimed at clear- 
ness and conciseness of description, with the object of 
giving information in the most helpful form to those 
who desire to master the intricacies of the science of 
cutting. 

The Systems described are the results of long 
practice and much careful experimenting, and my 
endeavour has been to produce a simple method that 
shall be reliable for all kinds of garments for all sorts 
and conditions of customers. 

My former pupils tell me I have been eminently 
successful in this, and I know that in my own hands 
the systems herein contained produce the best results 
that could be desired by the most exacting critics. 

The present version is simpler than any preceding 
one, and being based on the ripest and most matured 
experience, it will, 1 think, be acknowledged to be a 
marked advance on my previous works. It is printed 
in a handy size, and is offered at a very moderate price, 
so as to be within the reach of all. 


W. D. F. VINCENT. 
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VINCENT’S 


SYSTEMS OF CUTTING 
Trousers, Breeches, Gaiters, 
and Vests. 


The object of this work is to provide the student and the 
experienced cutter alike with a maximum of information in the 
most concise manner. 

A book that shall explicitly describe and practically illustrate 
every garment they may be required to cut and make in every 
day experience. 

To accomplish this object I have resorted to the use of 
diagrams freely, believing that more can be conveyed in that 
way than in pages of descriptive letter press. 

Special attention has been given to the details so that our 
readers may rely upon them with the fullest confidence. 

My description of the diagrams is terse and to the point, 
leaving theorising and debating for other channels, and devoting 
the pages exclusively to the practical and helpful. 

I fallow the same course as is usually followed in teaching 
the student, taking the simpler garments first and advancing 
to the more complex. 

Thus the opening pages are devoted to the treatment of 
Trousers and Breeches, which are followed by Gaiters, Leggings 
and Yosts. 
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VINCENT’S SYSTEMS OF 



MEASURES FOR TROUSERS. 

Before measuring obtain a clear idea of what is required, as 
large bottom trousers must be longer in the legs than small 
bottoms. 

The following order is the usual one: Side length, A to B ; leg 
length, C to I): Waist, E, F: Seat, G, H; Fashion size of Knee, 
1; and bottom, B; thus : 

44, 32, 30, 36,18, 17. 


FOR BREECHES. 

rnu 0 l en g4h may be taken to the full length only. 

A*? taken from fork to knee, fork to small, fork to 

calf, fork to full length. 

Ihe tight size of knee: Small; calf and bottmn should be 
taken over the bare leg. 

Here is a sample set of measures: — 

on’ bottom ; 15 > 17 > 20, 27, leg lengths. 

30, 36, 14.12.14,10, widths. 

FOR GAITERS. 

bottom neCeSSai7 measures are len ? th > size of calf, ankle and 

_ hen booking orders especial care shouJUl be taken to record 
carried*out^ ai * S ° cus i° mer s expressed wishes may be 
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POINTS TO REMEMBER. 

In drafting Trousers we liave not only to fit the figure in a 
standing position, hut make provision for the movements of 
the body. 

In doing this the following points must be borne in mind. 

The seat expands 2 inches when wearer sits down. 

The seat lengthens 4 to 6 inches when the wearer stoops. 

The length of legs increases as the figure opens his legs and 
stands astride. 

The system here described is arranged on the centre line 
method, it being in my opinion the simplest and most reliable, 
enabling the cutter to distribute the width of the legs in the most 
successful manner. 

The product of the system is a clean fitting fork and a comfort¬ 
able amount of ease in the seat. 

If the system is drafted direct on the cloth, take special note 
if there is a way of the wool, and if so cut off the one length 
ana turn it round, so that both layers of cloth have the pile 
running the same way. 

When there is a pile to the cloth the undersides must not 
be reversed, in large sizes crutch pieces are necessary. 

This system will be found most economical, enabling larger 
sizes to be taken out of the cloth .without, crutch pieces than 
can be obtained by most systems. 

The dress is usually taken out of the right side, but this 
should be noted when taking the measures. 

The*right side is the top layer when the top of trousers are 
at the right, hand, the bottom at. the left, and the sideseam 
nearest the cutter. 

The dress is taken out of trousers on the opposite side of the 
leg to that on which the wearer adjfists his person, his shirt, 
etc. 
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VINCENT’S SYSTEMS OF 


TROUSERS. 

Diagram 1. 

Measures: 44, 32, 30, 30, 18, 17. 

1 to 2, length of side. 

2 to 3, length of leg. 

3 to 4, one-sixth seat 

3 to 5, one-fourth seat. 

3 to 0, one-third seat plus J inch. 

Square down from 4 and un from 5. 

8 to 10, one-fourth waist plus 4 inch. 

4 to 13, 2 inches less than half leg length. 

13 to 14 and 13 to 15, each one-fourth knee. 

11 to 2, one-fourth bottom, 

11 to 12, one-fourth bottom less 4 inch. 

Complete outline by these points. 

The dress, is usually taken out of the right topside—thus, ns 
follows.^ 

6 to 7 is 1 to 14 inches, grade off into leg seam and up into 
fork. 

t UNDERSIDES. 

5 to 10, one-fourth seat, or use method shown on page 6. 

Draw line from point 0 through 10. 

5 to 17, one-eighth seat. 

14 to 18, 1 inch. 

12 to 9, 14 inches. f 

Measure up waist and allow 24 inches.. 

Take out fish of 1 inch about 3 inches from sideseam. 

Square across to 22 by seat seam/ 

20 is 2 inches from seat seam. 

21 is 14 inches above. 

Allow 2 inches over seat for ease and making up. 

Draw sideseam from 22 through 23 to 15 and 2. 

Allow inlay at side and seat seams of undersides and if 
convenient at leg seam also. 

Leave on 14 inches for turn up on both top and undersides 
at bottom. 

HIP POCKETS. 
n Diagram 25. 

These are put in either with a welt, a flap or jeating. 

I he position for trousers of ordinary height is 34 down from 
top at front, and 44 down from top at back. 

The size of pocket mouth is from 5 to 54 inches. 

The pocket must not be too deep. 

Rule Pockets are made 12 inches long and are either put in 
with a welt just about level with fork or in the seam a little lower 
down. 
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VINCENTS SYSTEMS OF 



THE REGISTERED SQUARE. 

A simplification of this method is obtained by using the Vin¬ 
cent's Registered Square. 

This has been designed in harmony with the teachings of 
practical experience and does away with the necessity of making 
puzzling calculations and other complex methods. 

It is used in drafting Trousers, Breeches, Vests, Coats, Ladies’ 
garments, etc. Its use in drafting trousers is to draw the seat 
seam. 





The corner A (see diagram) is placed on the fork point of 
topsides, and the angle line 13 arranged to run level with the 
fork line. 

The seat line is drawn by the long arm. 

This saves time and calculation as it holds good for all sizes, 
giving the correct seat angle for both large and small. 

If it is desired to give more angle to the seat seam, such 
as is required for stooping figures, working men, etc., drop the 
angle line at B below the fork line, but keeping A stationary; 
this will give more stooping capacity. 

If less seat angle is desired, let the angle line rise above B, 
and the result will be a cleaner fitting seat but with less capacity 
for stooping. 

The price of this Square is 5/-; post free 5/3. 
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FLY FRONTS AND SIDE POCKETS. 

Diagram 26. 

The fly and catch are cut by their respective fronts. 

They should reach to within 2 inches of fork. 

They should be cut 1J wide. 

I advise a facing left on topside for side pockets, 6 inches 
down from hollow of waist. It turns in and makes a thinner 
edge than when it is seamed on. It is better to seam on a 
facing on underside than to snip the inlay down side seam. 




CROSS POCKETS. 

Diagram 23. 

The topsides are generally cut as usual, but sometimes the 
bearer is made to go right across topsides. 

Width of pocket mouth about 6 inches. 

Usually placed 3£ from top at side seam, and 2 inches from 
top at front. 

The bearer is cut as Diagram 24, the outline of topsides being 
followed at side seam and top, and sufficient left below run of 
pocket mouth toform_a good pocket facing, say 2 inches. 
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VINCENT’S SYSTEMS OF 

CORPULENT TROUSERS. 

Diagram 2. 

Measures : 4G. 31, 50, 48, 22, 20. 

Our standard proportionate figure is G inches smaller at 
waist than seat, thus : 42, waist; 48, seat. 

Difference between the proportionate ideal and actual 8 inches. 
This indicates the amount of disproportion. 

1, 2, side length. 

2, 3, leg length. 

3, 4, one-sixth seat. 

3, 5, one-fourth seat. 

3, G, one-third seat. 

S to 9, one-sixth disproportion—say 14 inches. 

Recede 9 from fork line, half this—say 3 inch. 

8 to 1, one-fourtli waist and two seams, 4 inch. 

. Open legs by marking down from 4 to 10, 12 inches. 

10 to 11, 4 to 1 inch. This is not always necessary, but is 
generally desirable. 

Square knee and bottom lines by 12 and 15. 

12 to 13 and 12 to 14, one-fourth knee. 

15 to 2, one-fourth bottom. 

15 to 1G, one-fourth bottom less 4 inch. 

UNDERSIDES. 

5 to 1G, one-fourth seat, or obtain seat line by using 
Registered Square. 

5 to 19, one-eighth seat. 

14 to 17, 1 inch. 

1G at bottom of leg seam to 18, 14 inches. 

Measure up waist 8 to 1 and across undersides to 22, the half 
waist plus 1 inch. 

Mark in to 20, 2 inches and up to 21,1^ inches. 

Allow 2 inches over half seat at 23. 

Complete, as diagram. 

Trousers cut open in the lesrs should be made up rather longer 
than the measure. 


FRENCH BEARERS. 

Diagram 27. 

Button catch cut wide enough at top to extend to side about 
2 or 24 wide, where a tab with holes is arranged. 

They are very useful for corpulent figure's. 
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VINCENT’S SYSTEMS OF 


BELL BOTTOMS AND WHOLE FALLS. 

Diagram 3. 

Measures: 46, 32, 32, 36, 14, 21. 

1 to 2, side length. 

2 to 3, leg length. 

3 to 4, one-sixth seat. 

3 to 5, one-fourth seat. 

3 to 6, one-third seat plus 4 inch. 

Square up from 5 and down from 4. 

Open legs by making 4 to 10,12 inches. 

10 to 11, 4 to 1 inch. 

Draw line from 4 through 11. 

12 to 13 and 12 to 14, one-fourth knee. 

15 to 2 same as 12, 13. 

15 to 16 same as 12, 14. 

Round the bottoms of top sides as shown. 

5 to 7, one-fourth seat plus 1 inch. 

7 to 9, one-fourth waist plus 4. 

FOR WHOLE FALLS. 

Top sides are cut across from 7 to 9 or 2 inches down from 
the top. 

The bearer is made to follow outline of top side at side seam 
ana top. 

It should go under the fall 3 or 3^ at 7, and about 5 inches 
below 9. 

Always avoid a too shallow bearer. Allow 1 inch for button 
stand at 7, 8. 

UNDERSIDES. 

5 to 21, one-sixth seat plus 1 inch. Or use Registered Square, 
dropping angle at B 4 inch. 

Measure up w~aist 7 to 9 and 22 to 25, to half waist plus 1 
inch. 

Allow 2 to 24 over seat. 

5 to 7, one-eighth seat. 

14 to 18,1 inch. 

15 to 19, half bottom plus 4 inch less width of top side 15 to 
iG. 

15 to 20, half bottom plus 4 inch less 15, 2. 

Hollow bottom over heel. 

Complete top of seat piece by shaping up to 24; as usual 22 
to 23, 2 inches; 23 to 24, 14 inches. 

If a clean fit at fork is desired, take out dress as shown, but 
this is often omitted in Whole Falls, though the same neces¬ 
sity for it exists whether the trousers are Fly-front or Whole 
Falls. 
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VINCENT’S SYSTEMS OF 


RIDING TROUSERS. 

Diagram 4. 

Measures : 44, 32, 30, 3G, 10, 10. 

System 0, 45. Side length plus 1 inch. 

45 to 12, leg length plus 1 inch (left on for fulling the top¬ 
side on over the knee). 

12 to 0, one-sixth seat. 

12 to 0, one-fourth seat. 

12 to 121, one-third seat plus 1 inch. 

Square up from 0 and down from 0. 

0 to 12, 12 inches. 

Mark towards side 1A inches and draw centre line from 0 
through 1A and F to E. 

F to 4, one-fourth knee. 

Mark across from A one-fourth waist plus A inch. 

Lower fronts from 13, 1A inches. 

Shape fork and leg seam. 

Make E to 3f one-fourth bottom less 1 inch. 

Shape sideseam making E to 4 one-fourth bottom. 

Measure up leg from 0 to E, adding 1 inch and squaring by 
centre line. 

Well hollow over foot and complete topside as draft. 



'- -- 



D>a\29 

i 

1 

\ 
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STRAP BUTTONS. 

These are placed 3A inches from centre of heel for first button 
on either side (see Diagram 29). They should be stayed with 
linen and tacked through. 

UNDERSIDES. 

9 to 7, one-sixth seat plus 1. 

Or by Registered Square lowering angle at B 1 inch. 

9 to 13A, one-eiglith seat. 

4 to 5,1 inch. 

31 to 5J, 1A inches. 

Make undersides 1 inch longer than topsides at 8 for fulling 
on over seat. 

Add 2J to waist and take out 1 inch fish. 

Add 2 to 3 inches over measure at seat. 

Make undersides 1 inch shorter in legs than topsides. 

Complete as draft. 
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VINCENT’S SYSTEMS OF 


LIVERY BREECHES. 

Diagram 5. 

Measures: 34, 15, IT, 22, 30, 36 14, 13, 14. 

Livery Breeches are made to fit the seat, thigh, and leg closely. 
O to H, side length plus 1 inch. 

H to 12, leg length plus 1 inch. 

12 to 6, one-sixth seat. 

12 to 9, one-fourth seat. 

12 to 12J, one-third seat plus 4 inch. 

Square down from 6 to 12, 12 inches. ^ 

12 to 1, 1 inch. 

Draw line from 6 through 1 to 23. 

6 to 16, leg length to knee, t>1us 1 inch. 

Continue on to IS, 21 and 23 the respective lengths to small, 
calf and bottom, plus 1 inch. 

A to 2, one-fourth waist plus 4. 

Lower fronts at B, 1 inch. 

16 to 34, 18 to 3, and 21 to 34, respectively, one-fourth of 
knee, small and calf. 

16 to 28, 1 inch less than 16 to 134, and so on at 2, 2. 
UNDERSIDES. 

Add 1 inch of extra length to undersides at top of side seam. 
9 to 7 4, one-sixth seat plus 14. Or by Registered Square, 
dropping angle line at B | inch. 

9 to 134, one-eightii seat. 

34 to 44, 3 to 4, and 34 to 44, 1 inch each. 

Make up leg to measure at F and G, allowing 1 inch for 
seams. 

Undersides cut 1 inch shorter in leg than toosides. 

These are usually made from Drab Kersey or White Buck¬ 
skin. 

Generally finished Fly Front but sometimes are made up with 
Whole Falls. 

CONTINUATIONS. 

Diagram 7. 

0 to 7, length desired. 

0 to 74, half calf plus 4 inch. 

7 to 5, lialfjbottom plus 4 inch. 

0 to 2 and 7 to 2, 2 inches. 

0 to 1 and 7 to line drawn down from 1 inch. 

A represents finished knees, the first, button should be placed 
at small, and tack 1 inch higher. 

For Diagram A see next plate. 
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VINCENT’S SYSTEMS OF 


GENTLEMENS’ BREECHES AND PANTALOONS. 

Diagrams 6. 

Measures : 69,15, IT, 20, 27. 60, 36,14,13,14 , 10. 

Style now fashionable close fitting at leg seam, very full at 
seat and thigh. 

Finished at fronts either with fly or split fall. 

0 to I, side length plus 1 inch. 

I to 12, leg length plus 1 inch. 

12 to 6, one-sixth seat. 

12 to 9, one-fourtli. 

12 to 12}, one-third seat plus I inch. 

Lower fronts at B 14 inches. 

A to 2, one-fourth waist plus A. 

Square down from 6 to 12, 12 inches. 

12 to 14,14 inches. 

Draw centre line from 6 to 28. 

6 to 16, 18; 21 and 28 leg length to knee; small calf and 
bottom ; adding 1 inch in each case. 

16 to 34, IS to 3, 21 to 34, and 28 to 24, one-fourth size of 
leg at those parts. 

Measure towards side from centre line, from 1 to 2 inches, 
as buttons are now worn very forward at knee (see A). 

"'Veil round sideseams, making 12 to 14 about 14 inches. 

This will serve as a guide for the round - of sideseam. 


UNDERSIDES. 


Or by Registered Square, 


9 to 7, one-sixth seat plus 1. 
dropping angle line at B, 1 inch. 

9 to 134, one-eighth seat. 

f ^ I> ail( I 34 to 44, 1 inch. 

Draft leg seam as shown. 

Continue down to K in harmony with the upper part. 

Make leg 1 inch shorter than topsides. 

Tii ° * * nc ‘k l° n # er than topsides. 

A llow 24 over waist and reduce by fish. 

Allow 34 or more over seat. 

niw£l i P - Si ?V f knee ’ calf ; etc > to “ensure at F, G, H, 
atJI g 1 mCh ±0r seams - ; retluce size of bottom by a V mark 


toF* ear l0 ° Se material from un,lor knee by a fish from 4i 
Complete as shown. 

B shows strapping shaped ready io put on. 
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VINCENT’S SYSTEMS OF 


DRESS BREECHES. 


Diagram 8. 

These are made moderately close fitting at fork and thighs, 
similar to ordinary trousers. 

Measures: 30J, 15, 17,181. 30, 30,14, 13,14. 

These are worn by livery servants for full dress, by officials 
of various kinds, and for unofficial court dress. 

They only reach to just below the small of leg. 

1 hey are usually finished with a garter and buckle. 

0 to 12, body rise. 

12 to 6, one-sixth, seat. 

12 to 9, one-fourth seat. 

12 to 12£, one-third seat plus £ inch. 

Square up to B and down to 19. 

A to 2, one-fourth waist plus 2 seams. 

G to 15, leg length to knee. 

<» to 17, leg length to small, and on to 19, full length, 
allowing about £ inch in each case for fulling on. 

I£t°be finished with a garter, cut that much shorter. 

15 to3J,JL7 to 3, and 19 to 3 one-fourth knee, small, etc. 

1*) to 2<A, li to 2i, and 19 to 2J, \ inch less than on leg 
seam. 


UNDERSIDES. 

9 to 8, one-fourth seat less 1 inch. Or by Registered Square, 
placing angle line on fork line. 

9 to 18one-eighth seat. 

to 4i and 3 to 4, 1 inch for seams. 

Make up waist to measure, plus 2i. 

Allow 2 inches over seat. 

Shape outline at F to taste. 

They are marie of white buckskin, for state officials; black 
velvet for unofficials; and nlush for livery servants. 

In the latter case the pile runs down on topsides and up on 
undersides. r 


SPATS. 

Diagram 10. 

This is an excellent reduced model. >* 

Reproduce to figures and outlines given. 4 ♦. 

J consist of three P arts >; one, total size as outlined by 0, 

One piece as outlined by 0. 3, 1, A A 
And the third piece as outlined by B,54, 4, 54 
Straps as shown are put on to go under foot. ' 

imKwP ?n, re<luce at kacfc for different sizes; this will suit 
an 8 boot. I hey are usually lined through. 
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VINCENT S SYSTEMS OF 


KNICKERS. 

Diagram 9. 

Special Features: wide iu seat and legs drawn in at knee to 
a band or garter. They bag or droop over at the knee. 

Measures: 30,18, 32, 36, 20, 14. 

The body part of these is cut as trousers. 

The legs being cut 4 inches longer than measure to allow 
for bagging over at knee. 

Thus, 0 to 20 would be 4 inches more than side length. 

12, 20, 4 inches more than leg length. 

They may be either finished with a hem and elastic at bottom, 
in which case allow 1 inch for hem. 

Or a garter as shown on Diagram 12. 

Or a knee band which is cut as Diagram 11. 

0 to 16, size of small plus 1 inch. 

0 to 4, one-fourth. 

0 to 8, one-lialf. 

0 to 12, three-fourths. 

Lower from 0 to 4 inch. 

Raise end at 16, 4 inch. 

Mark off width to taste, say 34 or 4. 

Complete as draft. 



SPLIT FALLS. 

Diagrams 31 to 35. 

Cut foreparts as 35. 

Dearer as 32. 

Small bearer to sew on to Split Fall, as 33. 

And welt to join on to front part of Split, as 34. 

Take off 1 inch across Tops. 

Arrange Split 2 inches from Fall seam at top and let it slant 
back. 

The other parts are cut by fitting up. 











CUTTING TROUSERS, BREECHES, &c. 21 


i* 



&ARTCRS Dr A . 12 . 





















22 


VINCENT’S SYSTEMS OF 


CAVALRY PANTALOONS. 

Diagram 13. 

These are finished with stripes down sides. 

Infantry, scarlet piping J inch wide. 

Engineers, scarlet stripe 2 inches wide. 

Royal Horse Artillery, scarlet stripe If inch wide. 

Lancers, 2 stripes of yellow | inch wide, £ inch apart, except 
for 17th, when stripes are of w hite. 

Dragoons, 1 stripe 1| inch wide, with exceptions, colours as for 
men. 

For others see War Office Regulations. 

They fit moderately close in seat and thighs. 

Measures: 39, 14, 16, 19, 26, 30, 36, 14, 13, 14, 10. 

U to 12, body rise. 

12 to 6, one-sixth seat. 

12 to 9, one-fourth seat. 

12 to 12J, one-third seat plus J inch. 

Square down from 6 and up from 9. 

6 to 12, 12 inches. 

12 to 1, 1 inch. 

Draw centre line from 6 through 1. 

6, 15, 17, 20, and 27, length of leg to knee, small, calf and 
bottom, adding 1 inch to each. 

15 to 34,* 17 to 3, 20 to 31, and 27 to 2|, one-fourth of knee, 
small, calf and bottom respectively. 

Make width at side seam the same and complete outline of 
topsides. 


UNDERSIDES. 

9 to i, one-sixth seat plus 1 inch. Or by Registered Square, 
dropping angle line 1 inch at B (see page 6). 

9 to 13^, one-eighth seat. 

Add on 1 inch at leg for making up knee, small and calf, as 
from 34 to 4£, 3 to 4 and 2\ to 3£. 

Make up waist to measure and 1 inch. 

Measure up seat to measure plus 2\. 

hody part of undersides 1 inch longer than top sides 
for lulling over seat. 

Make leg part 1 inch shorter, so that topsides may be fulled 
on over knee. 

Finish at bottom with 2 buttons. 

a^Diagram 13 A is a reduced model of strapping, put on at seat 
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VINCENT’S SYSTEMS OF 


MOUNTED INFANTRY BREECHES. 


Style: Full in seat and thigh, baggy at side of knee. 

Knee fulled on to continuations. Strapping on inside of 
leg. 

Measures: 39, 15, 27, 30, 30. 14, 13, 14, 10. 

The outline of these is somewhat peculiar, so without detailing 
the finding of the usual points which are the same as previously 
described, we will point out the leg seam is cut to fit closely, 
but the sides are made very baggy. 

The legs are opened 1 inch and extra 1A is given to the thighs 
and topsides from 12 outwards. 

3 inches of extra length is given at side at G. 

The knee is cut wide enough to full on to continuations. 

Seams are cut oft from leg seam, knee and continuations 
under the strapping. 

The outline of strapping is shown on Diagram 16, and is 
quite distinct in shape and style from the strapping used for 
the Cavalry. 

UNDERSIDES. 

The seat angle is found by coming up from 9 to 7, one-sixth 
seat plus 1 inch. Or by Registered Square, dropping angle line 
at B 1 inch (see page 6). 

The waist is made up to measure and 1 inch. 

The seat is made up to measure and 3i inches. 


THE CONTINUATIONS. 

Diagram 15. 

these are cut by making 0, 12 the centre line and dividing 
the widths equally on either side, but cutting the topsides 1 inch 
narrower than undersides, and allowing an additional inch on 
tor the button stand. 


AVHOLE FALLS. 
Diagrams 28 and 30. 


lop sides cut 2 inches shorter at top, as shown by 1, 2, 3, 4 
(Diagram 30). 

Be careful to avoid a dip at 2. Bearer (Diagram 28), 1 to 2, 
about 5 inches; 3 to 4, 6i or 7 inches. 

3, 4 harmonises with top of sideseam. 

Provision is made for 1 inch overlap at front. 


BILSTON BEARERS. 

Diagram 36. 

1 liese are very similar to \\ hole Falls, but the bearer is cut 
deeper at 3, 4, and the lining felled over them from 3 to 4, and 

from 3^2 8eCUre ^ t0 ^ * ac ’ n S 80 that the only opening is 
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Diagram 17. 

Special Features : Buttons run from front to sides. 

The 8 buttons are placed by marking as for 7 and putting an 
extra one between the two top ones. 

Cut in three pieces. 

One as outlined by 2, 3,1, B. 7. 

Another as outlined by 1, at top by buttons, A, B, 7. 

The third piece known as the half tongue is outlined by 11, 
3, C, 1. 

0 to 15, length to measure. 

0 to 3, 3 inches. 

Divide 3 to 15 into three equal parts. 

0 to 7, at back, 3 to 7A, 7 to 6£, and 11 to 5i, half size of leg 
at each part plus seams. 

0 to 2, 2 inches. 

11 to 3, 3 inches. 

B to 1 at front of tongue half size of bottom plus 2 seams. 
Reams are allowed on half tongue at 11, 3. Button stand of 
1 inch is allowed on underside in front of 2, C. 

These are usually made from Drab Kersey or Devon. 
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BISHOPS’ GAITERS. 

Diagram 18. 

Special Features: Cut with a whole tongue (Diagram 19) and 
finished with 9 buttons, running down side. 

Measures: 15, 14, 10, 10. 

System as for livery, adapted as diagram. 

The figures on the diagrams represent inches and will produce 
a medium size model. 

The tongue: 0 joins to A, 6 joins to 13 and 3 to 15. 

Measures must be adjusted at back seam and length between 
3 and 15 as described for coachmen. 

Made from Black Kersey or Doeskin. 



LOOSE LEGGINGS. 

Diagram 20. 

Special Features: Close fitting at calf, loose fitting over boot, 
buttons running forward, and fronts rounded away. 

Measures : 15,14,11,15. 

0 to 3, 3 inches. 

0 to 15, full length. If the edges are to be turned in add 4 
inch for seams. 

3 to 15, divide into three equal parts. 

0 to 7, 3 to 74, 7 to 6£, and 11 to 0; half size of leg at each 
part. 

Measure forward from G to 8, half size of bottom desired plus 
two seams. 

0 to 2, 2 inches, which is added all down front beyond centre 
line 0, 8. 

Round bottom away as outlined. 

The underside is cut with button stand left on so that there 
is 1 inch of overlap. 
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CLOSE LEGGINGS. 

Diagram 21. 

brought well^i? +° fittllele >? t’losdy at back, aud the opening 
Drought well to the front and well rounded 

measures: 15,14,10,10. 

ed^et“ n “d?n 15 lm,r,h d “ ire,i - pluS tw0 !eoms “ 

0, 3, 3 inches. 

3 to 15, divided into three equal parts. 

Measure oft half size of leg at each part. 

II !° ii’ anc * to 'b on either side, is 24 inches. 

% to l b and lo to 1J, is 14 inches. 

Complete as draft. 

T I h 2Z usually fastened with buttons, but straps are now 
verj popular, especially for leather. 

WAIST BANDS. 

Diagram 22. 

Ho'lIoWiLt 0, IS 8 ’ la ' f "'“ y be ‘" ““ °> 16 ' 

Make waist band to width desired, 
in this illustration width is 2 inches. 

Complete as s W ° f right si<le for butto “ 
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VESTS. 

Diagrams 37 to 40. 

Measures necessary : Cliest. waist, opening, and full length. 
Chest taken round the body close up to the arm-pits. 
Waist round body just above hip bones in hollow of waist. 
Opening from 1 centre of back neck to 3, Figure 4. 

Full length from 1, 2 to 4. 



It is also advantageous to obtain depth of scye, natural 
waist, across chest, front shoulder and over shoulder. 

A fully illustrated description of how to take these direct 
measurements is given in Part II., but briefly put they are taken 
as follows: — 

Depth of scye from nape of neck to level of bottom of scye on 
back seam. 

Across chest, half width from front of left scye to front of 
right scye. 

Front shoulder, from nape of neck to bottom of scye in front. 

Over shoulder, from mark on back at depth of scye over the 
shoulder to bottom of front of scye. 

The depth of scye usually equals one-sixth of breast plus 3 
inches. 

The across chest, one-fourth of breast less 1 inch. 

The front shoulder, one-fourth breast plus 34 inches. 

The over shoulder, one-third breast plus 5 inches. 

A still better plan is to select them from scale given in Part 
II.. which has been compiled from the dictates of long experience. 

Sample measures : 36. 32,12, 244. 

Extra measures : 9,17, 8,12,17. 
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THE BACK. 

Diagram 37. 

0 , depth of scye. 

0^17, natural waist. 
i7 to 1 , 1 inch. 

1 to If, f inch. 

Draw hack seam from 0 through ] to If. 

^± n r k °n e r t '- e . lft | 1 breast less] inch, and come up f. 
sweep from 0 to 5 by ]. 14 

J™** shoulder 3] to 5, one-eighth breast plus A 
i }° one-fourth breast plus 4 . 
li to 10 ], one-fourth waist plus f 

d,atS e ini C H 8Cye and ^length of side from forepart when 
dratted, 10] A agreeing with 0, B of Diagram 38. 

an / T t;- e usua ly cut from Silesia for the cheaper qualities 

TioSblo 1 tl,pv d I Str i a i P i should be P ut 0*1 over the waist line, if 
possible they should be sewn in with the sideseams. 

- n mlay is usually left on down the sideseams. 
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Diagram 38. 

0 to 8, depth of scye to waist, agreeing with back. 

8 to 1, 1 inch always. 

Hollow sideseam as shown. 0 to 9f, one-fourth breast 
plus f. 

1 to 9, one-fourtli waist plus f. 

Find front of scye by making point 2£ always 2£ inches. 

Or £ less than across chest measure back from 9f. 

Place Registered Square with the angle at 2J, and the angle 
line dropped in front £ inch, as shown and mark up to F the 
front shoulder measure less A and minus width of back neck. 

Or sweep by this quantity first from 2£, then add f and sweep 
again from 94 *. 

Locate neck point F where the two segments intersect each 
other. 

Obtain point 1) by sweeping from 2£ by the over-shoulder 
measure less ± inch and minus A, W, of back. 

Width of shoulder \ less than back. 

F to A’ and Y to I, one-twelfth breast less A inch. 

Measure off opening from F to breast line less width of tack 
neck. 

Ditto full length to 0 plus ?. 

Square B, O by F, B. 

Add button stand £ and complete draft in the style desired 
after the manner of succeeding diagrams. 
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STEP COLLAR VEST. 

Diagram 39. 

This is cut as explained for Diagram 38, but plus 4 inch 
button stand. 

The gorge is lowered in harmony with the opening so that 
when turned back it forms a neat step. 

Sometimes the gorge is cut down to within 1 inch of opening 
and the inside step, and roll made of lining. 

The facings of collar and step are usually in one piece. 

Number of buttons up front usually 6 . 

Pockets put in on level of waist generally with welts o inches 
long $ wide. 

Watch pocket on left breast about li below scye; size of welt 

by i 

If the edges are bound the binding should continue round 
the end of welts. 

It is a good plan to leave on extra for button stand on right 
forepart. 
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D. B. STEP POLL. 

Diagram 40. 

Draft up to breast line as Diagram 38. 

Add. on lapel If wide at bottom and 2f wide at depth of scye 
line. 

Cut as per solid outline. 

Or the gorge may be cut away as per dash line at X, and the 
inside of lapel made up of lining. 

This latter plan is more economical and thinner. 

The buttons are put as far behind the breast line as the eye 
of the hole is in front of it. 


FOOTMEN’S STRIPED VESTS. 

Diagram 44. 

Draft up to breast line as Diagram 38; gorge is lowered to 
about 24 above point of opening, as shown by F, 11. 

The stripes of these Vests are arranged to run horizontally. 
They should be cut to show a J inch below strap of coatee, 
and about J inch above crease row of lapel. 

The roll must be moderately heavy but not clumsy. 
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S. B. (NO COLLAR) VEST. 

Draft as Diagram 38 up the front, fill in gorge and cut 
as at 1. Ihis to provide for the stand of the collar. 

Make notch point upwards and so provide for spring. 

Shape opening to taste, and complete as shown. 

On this diagram we illustrate how to leave on extra button 
stand on button side, which may be done with any style. This 
j^ r ^ veri * s ^ne underclothing showing through the end of the 

there is plenty of scope for variety in the shape of the opening 
above top button. 

I he leading varieties are Y shaped, U shaped, and jockey or 
notched to imitate a stand collar. 

file special feature in all of these is to cut the stand of the 
collar in one with the forepart and at the same time provide 
sufficient spring at the side of neck, which is best done by the 
notch here shown. 

One great advantage of this style is thinness round the neck. 
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DRESS 

VEST 


DRESS VESTS. 

Diagram 42. 

Draft all the points as Diagram 38. 

Add on spring and notch at neck as for the last. 

Mark oft' the position of the top button and get shape of 
opening by marking back from J 3 inches, and draw line up 
to the notch at F, and so get a guide to form hollow of fronts. 
For D. 13. Dress Vests, add on extra at front, as per dash line, 
about 2 inches wide, and place buttons as far behind breast line 
as eye of the hole is in front of it. 

The collar is often only outlined with braid 

If a real collar is put on, it is cut by the forepart in the same 
way as the fly of a pair of trousers. 

The outline of opening is marked from F to J, £ inch is 
added to turn o»ver the edge and the collar itself is cut from 1 to 
1 A inches wide. 

Dress vests are usually made from the same material as the 
coat, but sometimes of fancy silk or white marcella. 

They should never show below the strap of the coat. 
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THE NEW D. B. TEST. 


Diagram 43. 


tut as for no collar vest, Diagram 41, but add on about 
2 i overlap at I. 

F toT* no ^^ 11 ^ £ or £ e Follow shaped from 

The outline of front is varied to taste. 

. ,? ^,° he laid on, and the edge just turned over 

and the lining felled on to it. 

Many are finished without a lapel or turn. 

offer ?P leilt y of scope for novelty, both in the open- 
mg and the run of fronts. 

nJn he r.® P f i t 1 I eatUre ? f the f? are the high buttoning, the hollow 
an< ^ ^he nuin her of buttons. 

but fbe Reading style of vest for some time past, 

it will print; n ^ 1 f i° ' ou * l e better class, but there is no doubt 
to ™me be W ° m by the middle classe9 for s °me time 
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SLEEVE VEST. 

Diagram 45. 

This is one of the most difficult garments to cut to tit 
satisfactorily. 

The problem to solve is how to provide ease and make provi¬ 
sion for the movement of the arms. 

The principal things to avoid are a too deep scye and a too 
hollow underside sleeve. 

It is well not to make it too small at the waist, or to give 
too much round to the sleeve head. 

The underside sleeve should not have any hollowing. 

For coachmen they are often made from striped Valencia, the 
stripes running vertically. 

For working men the backs are often cut longer than fore¬ 
parts. 



THE BACK SYSTEM. (See page 38.) 

0, 9, depth of scye. 

0 , 17, natural waist. 

17 to 1, 1 inch. 

Draw line from 0 to 1. 

Hollow back at waist about 3 , and shape back seam from 0 
to 1 |. 

Make 4 a pivot, and sweep from 0 to 6 . 0 to 2 A, one-twelfth 

breast less 4 inch. 

Come up | from 2 A, and shape back neck, f to 6 , one-sixth 
breast. 

Or the width of back may be made to measure plus two 
seams. 

One-fifth breast may be used as a guide for width of back 
at 7. 

A to 10 J, one-fourth breast plus 

1 J to 10 A, one-fourtli waist plus f. 

Complete back when the length of side can be obtained from 
forepart. 
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THE FOREPART SYSTEM. 

Contimie; lines 9 and 17 across. Square line down from 101 
and hollow waist from 101 to 11 * 1 inch. * 

-IOf to 12 J, 2 inches. 

*w r *h» 1 t ay be f i° UI i d by measurin £ tack from 20 a trifle less 
tnan the across cliest measure. 

1 O 4 to 20 , one-fourth breast plus J. 

Find neck point by Registered Square or by sweeps. 

re tWguide for > kn^h! I ’ dW leSS lack aeck “ d * 

The shoulder point D is found by measuring up from 121 by 
the over- s houlder measure less *, W, of back, less * inch. * 7 

baric th ° f shoulder F to D a trifle less than * to 6 of the 

F to V, one-twelfth breast less £ inch. 

\ to I, the same as F, V or to taste. 

makfngup. ° pening an<1 ful1 len * th +0 measure, allowing J for 
8ton ' 1 f ° r S ' B or 2 *» iMl '« for ]). B„ 
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THE SLEEVE SYSTEM. 

0 to 4£, same as from 7 to 12£ of scye. 

0 to 1, i to 1 inch. 

Mark back pitch 2 inches below G (Diagram 45), and front 
pitch f above 12J. 

Place back and foreparts in a closing position at the shoulder 
seam, and measure arm-hole between the two pitches. 

Apply this measure from 1 to 9. 

0 to 4£, half 1,9. 

Measure up length of sleeve by deducting width of back, 
allowing f inch for seams, and measuring down from 9 to E 
and C. 

Hollow elbow at forearm 2 inches. 

Make sleeve one-sixth breast plus 1 inch at elbow-. 

Width of cuff rather less than one-sixth breast. 

Square cuff by E, C. 

Measure round under scve from hind arm pitch to fore arm 
pitch and apply from 4$ to 74. 

Complete sleeve as shown. 

On no account hollow undersleeve between 4| and 74. 

Sleeves are usually made from Silesia, Jean or Cantoon, the 
former for livery servants, the latter for working men. 
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CLERICAL VESTS. 


Diagram 47. 

Diagram 38*°^ ^ es4 ^as the principal points found as 

TEe special features of this class are at the neck, which 
requires careful adjustment. 

tailors ° Utline illustrated is that most approved by Clerical 

It is finished with an opening between the collar ends when 
buttoned ot about 24 inches. 

Stand collars are the most popular, but occasionally the neck 
is mushed with a Prussian collar. 

1° keep the bottom of opening square raise point I as shown. 
It has b buttons up the front. 

In tn ing on ( lerical 4 ests see that the customer is wearing 
a clerical collar, as these affect the fit. 

K „; h ® P™* 8 ^ est ' R ’°™ fiy clergymen is the same style as this, 

tWl nr fi’ Sf 3 !* 40 / 1>elun(1 I at the top, down to the 

third or fourth button (see Diagram 59). 
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CLERICAL CASSOCK VEST. 

Diagram 48. 

This is cut with a wide forepart for the left side and a narrow 
one for the right side, as indicated by dotted line from I to A. 

The diagram is self-explanatory, being added at 15 and 
G| at 1G for the left side. . . 

Care must be exercised when making up to draw it in along 
the bottom edge, and at 1G to get it to fit smoothly. A V is 
taken out of pocket mouth as shown. 

This is sometimes supplemented by Vs from the scye, the 
object being to avoid seams in front. 

The collar of the left side is sewn to the wide forepart, and of 
the right side to the small forepart, which is fastened at neck 
or the inside by a small button at X. 

The holes on the left side are often arranged in a fly, as 
illustrated by figure. ... 

These are generally made from the same material as is used 
for the coat, but sometimes they are made from black silk with 
a wide rib, and these latter are often worn for dress. 
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They are finished in various styles at front. 

Sometimes they are cut without a button stand, being laced 
down the front and fastened with hooks and eyes. 

The three leading styles are : — 

1. hastening up to the throat as per solid line. 

2. Opening low as per dot and dash line, 

£ The hollow opening front, as per dot and cross line, 
lkis latter is the more general style. 

bor the low opening variety, the stand of the collar must be 
added as for the Dress and the No Collar Vests. 

Illustrations of the principal kinds of Mess Vests are given on 
Diagrams 51 to 58. 

Care must be taken to avoid getting them too long or they 
will show below the Mess Jackets. 

Ihe usual length is 1 inch beiow waist at side seam and 34 
to 4 inches below waist line at front. 

CORPULENT VESTS. 

. Diagram 50. 

he system, as laid down, works out admirably for dispropor- 

V°fV ' J +L m a f dl . tlon is advisable to take out a horizontal 
\ from the pocket mouth as illustrated. 

a J n r n !? kmg . u r P take s P ecial care to draw in the front at 134 
and bottom at Z, as per wavy marks 

hew™** (1 J agram is illustrated the Roll Collar; the collar 
jemg cut to torm a complete curve without step. 
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MILITARY MESS A^ESTS. 

Note that the first of these are those fastening up the front 
with a stand collar. 

All I have attempted has been to indicate the style of 
trimming, as the full details of all styles are to be found in the 
l)ress Regulations of the Army. 

Diagram 51. 1st Life Guards: Blue cloth edges with 1 inch 
lace. 

Diagram 52. Royal Horse Guards: Scarlet cloth edged with 
1 inch gold lace. 

Diagram 53. 2nd Life Guards: Light Blue cloth edged with 
gold lace 1 inch wide. 

Diagram 54. Foot Guards: Garter Blue cloth: Roll Collar to 
button through with 4 buttons for Grenadier, Irish and Cold¬ 
stream Guards, and 3 for Scots Guards. 

Diagram 55. Infantry of Line and Highland and Scotch Regi¬ 
ments : Cloth of colour of Regimental facing; Gold braid 
edging, see also Diagram 57 which is now replacing Diagram 
55. 

Diagram 66. Highland Light Infantry: Cloth of the colour 
of the Regimental facings; Scarlet cloth or Regimental Tartan. 
Gordon Highlanders: Scarlet cloth as Diagram 50, but three 
buttons. 

Diagram 57. Infantry Mess Vests. This is the style of vest 
that is now made almost universal throughout the service. It is 
cut as an ordinary dress vest, finished without a collar, fasten¬ 
ing with 4 buttons. 
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Diagram 5S. ltoyal Army Medical Corps: Dull Cherry cloth, 
4 buttons, corps pattern. 

Diagram 59. Clerical Dress Vests. Cut away at top down to 
2nd or 3rd button. 



Diagram 60. Unofficial Court Dress Vests. Black velvet, cut 
steel buttons; sometimes made of white marcella. 

Diagram 61. Livery full Dress Vests. Cassimere of colour to 
taste, edged with lace and embroidered at bottom, fastened, with 
hooks and eyes, and cut away at top. 

Diagram 62. Naval Officers’ Morning Vests. Blue cloth, 
gilt buttons of naval pattern. 

Diagrams 03 and 64. Naval Officers’ Evening Dress Vests. 
These are of two patterns, one made from Blue cloth, edged 
with Gold braid, and the other made from White and finished 
plain, as Diagram 64. Both patterns have 4 gilt buttons up 
front of naval pattern. 

This concludes Part I but the student will find much in the 
other succeeding parts to add to his knowledge, and of Vest 
cutting especially in Part V. 
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Author’s Preface. 


In this second part of my work I have described my 
method of cutting all kinds of Jackets and Coats. I 
have first of all dealt with the qualifications necessary 
to succeed in the cutting room. I have illustrated 
the art of measuring, and have then proceeded to 
show how to draft out the patterns to the measures 
taken, so that an accurate fit may be produced for all 
sizes and shapes. I have illustrated and described the 
special features of cut and finish of all kinds of Jackets 
and Coats, so that with this book to refer to the cutter 
will be equal to all occasions. 

The system described is of proved worth ; it has 
been adopted by the Military authorities as the best for 
Master Tailors to study, and it is in use in thousands of 
cutting rooms in all parts of the world, from the highest 
class tailors in the West End to the Wholesale Clothing 
Works in different parts of the country. 


W. D. F. VINCENT. 
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VINCENT’S 

SYSTEMS OF CUTTING 

ALL KINDS OF 

Jackets and Body Coats. 


Introduction. 

Tlie subjects treated of in the following pages are those gar¬ 
ments which usually fall to the share of the coat cutters’ lot. 
Before dealing with the garments I otter a few observations on the 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE CUTTING ROOM. 

The cutter should endeavour to become fairly familiar with 
the leading features of all kinds of garments so that he may 
be. able to advise his customers respecting them, should they 
desire him to- do so. 

lie should know the varied effects produced by pattern, colour, 
and finish of cloth—that stripes worn vertically make a man 
appear taller, that checks make him look wider, that light 
colours make him appear larger, and dark colours smaller; that 
smooth surfaced cloths have a minimising effect, while rough 
surfaces present an enlarged appearance. 

lie should realise the suitability of certain styles, both of out 
and cloth, for certain classes of customers, and that appropriate¬ 
ness is one of the most important secrets of success. 

TAKING THE ORDER. 

Before commencing to measure, the cutter should have a 
definite idea of wliat is wanted and have entered all the details 
of pockets, finish, etc., in liis order book. 

He should measure with his eyes as well as his hands and 
tape, watching carefully for peculiarities of form, such as 
lopsidedness, etc. 

He should handle his customers as little as possible, and 
always treat them in the most courteous and polite manner, 
maintaining an even temper, and always displaying a desire 
to meet the wishes of the customer, and a willingness to under¬ 
stand them. 
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THE MEASURES. 

The measures should he taken carefully, but expeditiously. 
Have a method and adhere to it. 

The simplest measures are taken as follows : — 

COAT. Figure 1. 

1. Nape to waist, 1 to 3, Figure 1. 2. N ape to length of coat, 

1 to 4. 3. Width across back, 5 to U. 4. Centre of back to 

elbow, 5 to 7. 5. Centre of back to wrist with arm bent, 5 to 8. 

6. Chest close up under the arms and taken straight round 
the bod$\ 7. Waist about 2 inches above hip bone and taken 
straight round the body. 

VEST. Figure 4. 

1. Nape to opening, 1 to 3, Figure 4. 2. Full length 

1 to 4. 3. Chest. 4. Waist. If the two latter have been 

taken for the coat, there is no need to take them again for the 
Vest. 

TROUSERS. 

Figure 5. 

1. Side. A to B. 2. _ Leg, C to 1). 3 Waist, round E, F. 

4. Seat, round G, H. 5. Knee, round I. 0. Bottom, round 
B. 

BREECHES. 

1. Side, full length. 2. Leg to Knee. 3. Leg to small. 
4. Leg to calf. 5. Leg to full length desired. 0. Waist. 

7. Seat. S. Tight Knee. 9. Tight small. 10. Tight calf. 
11. Ticrht bottom. 

GAITERS. 

1. Length. 2. Size of calf. 3. Size of bottom. 

OVERCOATS. 

Same as under coats, provision being made, when cutting, 
for their going over the under garments. 

LADIES’ JACKETS, BODICES AND ULSTERS. 
Same as Men's Coats. 

LADIES' SKIRTS, TRAINS, TROUSERS, ETC. 

1. Side length. 2. Waist. 3. Seat. For trousers and 
breeches these may he supplemented by the length from waist 
to seat of chair in which customer sits. 

These are the simplest methods of measuring, and it will he 
very necessary to note any deviation from proportion, such as 
erect, stooping, square or sloping shoulders, etc., etc., us these 
measures give very little indication in this direction. 

ADMEASURES 

Are simply extra measures taken with a view of detecting 
peculiarities of form. They are of two kinds: 1. Long, and 
known as shoulder measures; and 2. Short, and described as 
direct measures. 
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The best, of the shoulder measures is taken, from the back 
seam, about 5 or 6 inches down from the nape, and goes over 
the front shoulder, around the front soyc, and returns to the 
same point again. 

In proportionate figures this is equal to three-quarters of the 
breast and is an excellent measure to detect variation in the 
size of shoulder and scye. 

Two-tliirds of this measure is used as a working scale instead 
of the half-breast. 

DIRECT MEASURES. 

Direct Measures are short measures taken from point to point 
of the body, and are, in my opinion, the best guide to successful 
cutting. 

There are four of these measures in particular that we recom¬ 
mend:— 

1. The depth of scye. 2. The front shoulder. 3. The over¬ 
shoulder: and 4. The across chest. 

They are taken as follows : — 

The level of the bottom of the arm-hole is found on the * 
centre of back and a pin or chalk mark is put in. 

The simplest method, is to throw the tape over the shoulders 
saddle fashion, bring the ends back under the arms, and where 
they meet in the centre of back, will, with a little care, indicate 
the level of scye. 

T he most accurate way is to use a square, as shown on Figure 
3 page 4 <. Put it close up to the bottom of arm-pit, and mark at 
back and front of scye 13 and 11, carefully noting that the long 
arm from 11 to 14 is quite upright. The square is then used 
as a guide to get the level of scye depth at centre of back 2, 
where another mark is made, and the depth of scye measure 
is taken from nape of neck to this point, 1 to 2. The front 
shoulder is taken from nape of neck to front of scye level, 1 to 
11. The over-shoulder is taken from depth of scye mark, on the 
back seam over the shoulder to level of scye in the front, 
taken from front of scye on the left side, 10, to front of scye 
oll _^ ie right side, 9, Figure 2, the half measure being recorded. 

Other measures may be taken as occasion arises; for instance, 

1 he.seat measure is useful when cutting coats, jackets, etc. 

Ihe length from nape to prominence of figure, and on to 
hollow of waist in front, is often helpful when cutting ladies’ 
garments. 

1 he width of sleeve may also be taken with advantage if the 
customer expresses any special desire as to size. 

1 lie aim of measuring must be to obtain the size of the 
oorl\, the shape of the body, and the wishes or tastes of the 
customers. 

C are in taking the order is always time well spent. 


C7l&&£>. 

22 

Z4 

26 

35 

30 


34 

33 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

Wcc&rt-. 

23 

24 

25s 

27 

28 

zek 

29* 

32 

34 

37 

394 

43 

46 

30 

54 

Seeds. 

23 

Z*i 

26| 

z#i 

31 

33 

35 

37 

39 

47 

43 

45 

47 

49 

51 

%&%*.. 

5i 

6 

6| 

7k 

7| 

sk 

8§ 

9 

9| 

9 1 

IOg 

16k 

lOf 

71 

III 

jyazzzreu, 

VY<xzeZ. 

10 

72 

I3| 

74% 

16 

16k 

164 

77 

174 

nk 

I7| 

77| 

18 

18% 

182 

ftbUsJ+ejtgrffv 

do tinge,. 

17 

20 

222 

29- 

26 

Z7k 

28| 

29 

294 

30 

304 

31 

314 

32 

32 

jfttUJiengtA 

FrocJcizJJress 






37 

37g 

36 

Qfli 

OC>2 

39 

39 

39k 

39^ 

40 

40 

<YJ3eccA 

H 


si 

5% 

6 

ek 

6| 

7k 

7| 

8 

8§ 

el 

9 

9i 

9§ 

dSVbcvv. 

10 

1Z 

14 

16 

18 

19 

20 

27 

21 1 


23 

23k 

24 

24 

24 

CuSS. 

\S L Z 

79k 

225 

Z5k 

27g 

29k 

30| 

32 

33 

33f 

334 

34 

34 

34 

34 

XChest 

4 i 

5k 

sl 

6k- 

6| 

7k 

7| 

8 

84 

9 

92 

70 

102 

11 

1)4 

F7'07Vt> 

S7u?uZder. 

6 i 

9k 

10 

iok 

II 

11k 

12 

12k 

13 

3k 

14 

14% 

154 

13 

I6| 

Over* 

StujuZcLer. 

115 

72% 

I3§ 

74k 

'H 

7£z 

164 

77 

n 

76k 

I9| 

20 

21 

ZZ 

23 

Ve75E 

Le^urtA, 

i6i 

17$ 

19 

zok 

2I| 

23 

24 

25 

254 

26 

264 

Z7 

27g 

26 

29 

Side 

Tr’/yrr c/sr ** 1 

225 

27k 

324 

36k 

384 

40 

42 

43k 

44 

45 

454 

46 

464 

47 

474 

deg. 

isi 

J9k 

23i 

Z6k 

28 

29k 

30i 

31§ 

32 

33 

334 

34 

334 

33 

324 

J&tee. 

I0l 

77k 

12 

73 

14 

15k 

162 

in 

16 

79 

20 

27 

2li 

22 

224 

JBottcmv. 

10 

10$ 

wk 

72k 

134 

74 

152 

16k 

I7i 

78k 

19 

20 

20| 

21 

2li 

Knee 

e| 

9k 

IO 4 

71 

12 

72k 

132 

14k 

154 

75 

I6| 

76$ 

I7§ 

17k 

18 

SrruxdL. 

8 

el 

92 

16k 

io| 

71k 

III 

izi 

I3| 

73 | 

I4| 

14% 

I5i 

Z5| 

I6| 

Cods’. 

ei 

9k 

10 

71 

12 

73 

14 

75 

154 

76 

162 

77 

I7i 

17k 

18 

JVedE. 

hi 

72 

124 

73 

132 

74 

144 

75 

154 

76 

162 

77 

174 

18 

182 

Sxxe. 

000 

7 

5 

7 

II 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Coe. 

rR/GS, 

'T 


BreecAes leytgtA teS/neUA ~ AaZf6eg tesigth, K/?&e,2isicJ)&5iujAes Ccc/fSificAes a?wee. 
Waist/orBret^estcTrousers line/) less than farBsakts^Korning Csa£s3inches Sorter Masi frocks 
















































50 


VINCENT’S SYSTEMS OF 


LETTER ORDERS. 

A\ lien cutting from the measures taken by others, or from 
letter orders, a guide is often desired as to relative proportions. 

In these eases the tables of measurments on page 49 will prove 
of service. They have been carefully compiled in harmony 
with the dictates of long observation and experience, and are 
far before any other Breast Measure Method. 


THE YINCEXT TAPE. 

The leading features of the Scale given on preceding page 
have been embodied in a Tape which in addition to being an inch 
tape has the following quantities marked on it for all sizes from 
24 to 50 breast. The shoulder slope, depth of scye, width of 
back, width of back neck, the front shoulder and the over¬ 
shoulder. 

The cutter possessing one of these tapes is able to draft out any 
size pattern by simply using the various quantities as marked 
for the breast measure he is cutting for. 

The price of this tape is 1/-; post free 1/1. 

Inis tape is also extremely useful in helping the measurer 
to detect when his customer is out of proportion and to make 
such observations at the time of measuring as will enable him 
to produce a successful fit for all sorts and shapes of men. 

This is more fully described in Part Y. 


PECULIARITIES OF FORM. 

It is always well to bear in mind the child is short in limb, 
corpulent in figure, and large in shoulder. 

lhe youth is long of limb, small in chest and has a tendency 
to stoop. 

The man of mature age is often corpulent, erect, square in the 
shoulders, small in the shoulders, and short limbed. 

Stooping figures are prominent in the blade, flat on the seat, 
and flat in the chest. They are also often large in the shoulders, 
and their arms hang forward. 

Erect figures are flat in the back, well developed at the chest, 
prominent at the seat, and backward hanging at the arms. 


COAT CUTTING. 


51 


Short people are often square in the shoulders. 

Tall people are often sloping in the shoulders. 

Deformed people are often very sensitive on the subject of 
their malformation; the cutter should, therefore, avoid refer¬ 
ence to it. 

Ladies are flat at the back, prominent at the chest, small at 
the neck, shoulders and waist, large at the hips, short in the 
limbs, and erect. 

Children and youths are growing, so that too close a fit is 
undesirable. 

When an old garment has been sent for the measures, put it 
on a dummy or figure and stuff it out till it is filled, and then 
take the measure in the usual manner. 




A PRACTICAL INVENTION. 

In the course of a long experience I have found that the most 
difficult part of my system for the student to master has been 
the location of the neck point, which has been previously done 
by the aid of two sweeps or segments. These are now done 
away with, a square having been devised whereby the location 
of the neck point, is found with absolute certainty and 
remarkable ease. There are certain angles which are 
constantly used for drafting—as, for instance, right angle 
—another of these is the angle between front of scye and neck 
point, which is also identical with that used to obtain the angle 
of the seat of the trousers, etc. This angle has been embodied 
in a square of very useful size and shape, embodying all the 
best features of what a tailor’s square should be, together with this 
angle, which enables the possessor to draft the systems in this 
work with the greatest ease. 
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On the accompanying illustrations is shown how it. is applied 
to the drafting of trousers, vests and coats. 

For trousers the corner of the square is placed at A, L, the 

angle line on A. 11, where the long arm is used to get the seat 
angle. 

For vests the corner is placed at point 2|, front of scye, 
and the angle l ine dropped * inch at front, and the front shoulder 
measure, less i inch, more than the width of the back neck, is 

app ic( rom to F, which locates the neck point correctly 
for all sizes. 

For coats the corner of square is put at front of seve and the 

P ° , L <leP x t1 , 1 of st '- v,k lill( ‘- and the front shoulder 
measuie, less the width of back neck, applied up to F, which will 
accurately locate the neck point for all sizes. 

ci,/wVL n ^i fa T y i ai * an ,^ ement ’ bnt a real practical help to the 
cuttei and the student alike. 

frri! 1 f f i tllis 111 ? S i llse , ful square is 5/-. It is prepared 

Lh . 5 w'd V t0<1 "’ th br »“. marked lmth sides and 

1 b b< !'aied edges. I hey are also supplied with the 

ni iee in 1 i a '\ marked on, as in the Graduated Square, the 
P'.ee, m that case, being 7/fi. Postage :id. extra in each rase. 
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TECHNICAL TERMS. 

Early in the course of his studies the student will meet with 
certain technical terms which it is well he should understand, 
or he may be led astray. I. therefore, otter a few comments 
on the three most important. 

BALANCE is the relative length of two sides, thus—a long 
front balance refers to a coat cut with the front shoulder longer 
than proportionate, for instance, if a model pattern is taken and 
the forepart cut across from front edge to scye front, and opened 
out, say, 1 inch (the (quantity i- of no importance), all across, 
the result would be a long front shoulder. The balance of a 
sLeeve refers to the relative lengths of hind and forearm seams, 
for instance, if a proportionate sleeve is taken and cut across 
from hind arm to top of fore arm, and a wedge inserted to 
nothing at front the result would l>e a sleeve with a long back 
balance, or, a.s it is more generally known, a forward hanging 
sleeve. 

If the pitch of the hind arm is lowered and the fore arm 
raised, this produces a long back balance to the sleeve. 

STRAIGHTNESS A NX) CROOKEDNESS are terms used in 
tailoring to signify certain alterations (usually) at the neck 
point, thus—when the neck point is advanced it is referred to 
as “ straightening ’ the coat, and when it is receded, it is referred 
to as crookening ' the coat. 

There are certain alterations which can be made at other 
parts which nullify these, so that the subject is a complex one. 
Thus, to advance the neck point, and then to let out the bottom 
of the sideseam, and take it in at bottom of forepart, is to 
counteract at one part the alteration that is made at the other, 
the onlj^ real change made being a shortening of forepart slightly 
at bottom. The cutting of the forepart pattern across the chest, 
and inserting a wedge to nothing at the scye produces wliat is 
known as a crooked forepart. This style of cut requires very 
careful working up, and is only suitable for the best trades. 
By taking a wedge out, a straight cut is produced, and this 
style is very suitable for garments to be made up by machine. 

WAIST SUPPRESSION 

refers to the amounts taken out between back and sidebody, 
sidebody and forepart, fishes out of the forepart, etc. The 
guiding principle in this respect is “ suppression at one part, 
produces fulness at another." So that if the shoulder 
blades are prominent, the waist must be suppressed more between 
back and sidebody and so on. 
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5 B LOUNGE., 
ROUND FRONT. 



<S B. LOUNGE 

forward fron t. 


1HL LOUNGE. 

Diagram fio. 

Measures: 9,17, 28, G j, 20/32, 8,12. 17. 30. 32. 

SYSTEM. 

Draw line 0 to 281. 

0 to 3, one-third depth of scye. 

0 to 9^ depth of scye, as taken on customer. 

0 to 17, natural waist length. 

0 to 281, full length desired, plus 2 seams. 

() to 21, one-twelfth of breast less A- inch. 

•/me up / inch and shape back neck. 

■) to i 1, width of back plus three seams. 

Draw line from ^ to 7i, and hollow a little between W and 
neck point, as shown. 

Hollow back seam j inch at 17, and spring out to 28|. 

Make back one-sixth breast, from 17 to G j. 

Square down from thisjjoint and continue upwards into scve 
as shown, finding point 7 by squaring up from depth of scye 
line to most backward part of scye. 

Shape back scye and back is complete. 

_ . THE FOliKPART. 

l-roni 9 to 201 is half breast plus from 2 to 21 inches. 

7- - /. '’ , e across chest measure, as taken on customer. 

< se the Registered Square to find neck point F, as shown, 

?oj C1 oo, lt d T n ' V 7 th ihe corner 12$, and the angle line on 
, ~ -> an ” marking up to F the front shoulder measure, as 

taken on customer less back neck. 

Or sweep from 121 by this quantity, and again from 201, 
1 inch more, and so find neck point. 

9 M' of back P fl ° ni 12 “ *° ■ D ’ tliu over shoulder measure less 
back m<1 ° f • shoul(ler forepart by a quarter less than 

Shape scye making it as hollow as possible, just above 121, 

and keeping it close up at back. *’ 
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Suppress sideseams at waist 1 inch at ()£, 7£. 

Let front overlap hack at bottom, half difference between 
chest and seat, say -4 inch. 

Take out 1 inch fish, 6 inches from sideseam and terminate 
it 4 inches below waist. This may be omitted if a loose fit is 
desired. 

Measure up waist to measure plus 2 to 2 A inches. 

Add on 1£ button stand down front. 

Drop front 4 at bottom, and complete as shown. 

F to \ is one-twelfth breast less A inch. 

A' to I the same as F to Y. This latter may be varied to 
taste, as the outline of the lapel is fixed by the shape of the 
front of neck at I and beyond. 

Hip pockets 4 inches below waist, size 6 by 2 . 

Ticket pocket on waist line 3A by If. 

For sleeve see Diagram 89. page 75. 


D. B. REEFER. 


Diagram 6 C. 

lhe leading points of the Reefer are found in exactly the 
same way as for the Lounge. 

The addition of 2A inches to the front beyond the breast line, 
transforming the S. B. Lounge into the D. B. Reefer. 

lhe fronts are usually finished square, and the lapels made 
pointed. 

there is plenty of scope for the display of taste in the outline 

of lapel. 

A A is sometimes taken out at I with advantage, but this 
is quite optional. 

On this diagram I show the whole back, which is simply 
arranged by making 0 , 28 the centre of back, and allowing ^ 
inch less for making up. 

The amount to allow over the breast, as from 9 to 20J, is a 
matter to be decided by judgment rather than by anv definite 
rule. 


For close fits and thin material 2 inches will suffice. 

For medium weight and a moderate amount of ease 2A is 
tetter. 

F 01 'very thick materials and easy fits allow T inches over half 
chest and follow the same course at waist. 

! he front of the flaps should he square to match the front 
ot the Reefer. 

For Heavy Reefers such as worn by navvies, working men, 
etc., allow more for making up, omit the fish and add at least 
d or dA beyond breast line for lapel. 
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THE NEW LOUNGE. 

The lounge finished with a low rolling lapel is one of the 
newest styles. 

The only difference to be made in the cutting is to slightly 
lower the gorge at the front, so that the lapel is adjusted to 
shape desired. 

The collar is the most important feature in making this gar¬ 
ment a. success; the fall edge must be cut very short and not 
too much stretched in making up. 

Dress Jackets are often made up in this style; the step form¬ 
ing a right angle makes an agreeable change to the pointed 
lapel also shown on the opposite page. 


DRESS JACKETS. 


Diagram 07. 


The special feature of the Dress Jacket is the low rolling 
lapel, finished in the same style as a dress coat . 

There are various styles, as, for instance, the pointed lapel, as 
in diagram. 

The roll collar and the step roll finished without a point. 

In every case it is the custom to face the lapels with silk to 
the edge and to make it roll down to the waist, or lower. 

In the case of the roll collar, the silk is taken right round 
the neck. 


llie pockets are usually put in with a welt, but sometimes 
they are put in the sideseam, thus giving a plainer appearance 
to the front. 


they are cut just the same as an ordinary Lounge, with the 
exception of the front, which is shaped to taste. 

They are mostly made with a whole back and being made 
tiom thin material, it is only necessary to allow from 1? to 2 
inches for making up. 


oAJy? is lowered 1 inch extra at I, and the outline at 20, 

back 80 * ia ^ a stylish lapel is produced when it is turned 
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THE CLERICAL LOIJNGE. 


The Library Jacket, worn by Clergymen only differs from the 
ordinary jacket by being finished at. the neck with a stand 
collar. 

It is important tlxe neck should be made to fit snugly and 
the collar put on carefully. 

The usual opening in front is 2b inches, but this is a feature 
that allows latitude for individual taste. 

Two pockets are usually put on the hips and two in breast 
pockets. The length is sometimes longer than usual. 


NORFOLK JACKETS. 


Diagram GS. 

. fJ 1 ' s S a ™ent is cut in various styles, but the special feature 
in them all is pleats. 

The plainer styles have one pleat down the centre of back and 
one down each front. 

vnST 6 are + °, th l rS are very popular at present, cut with 

j oke across the back and front about 7 inches deep, the pleat* 
starting from the bottom of the yokes. 1 

The pleats maj' either be cut in one with the nattem or 
separately, the latter being* the simpler course. 

69PanTthi n i, ne< fif Sary to fo V? a P leat is 4 inches (see Diagram 
go over g agFeeS Wlth the Part th °y are intended to 

on fronrthe^iack 31 itely +Iie <clgeS are serge< i together and sewn 

''A** cut 111 one w ith the back or forepart, it is better to 
cut the garment after the pleats are sewn up and pressed. 

a easy-fitting, with a whole back, without 

1 he belt is made up same width as the pleats. 
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LOUNGE FOR CORPULENT FIGURES. 

Diagrams 70 and 71. 

The Lounge for Corpulent Figures is cut on the same lines 
as already laid down for the normal. 

The special provision for the disproportionate size of waist 
being made one-third at the side and the rest at front, thus: 
40 chest, 40 waist. There is 4 inches of disproportion or 2 
inches aside. 

One-third of this would be about f inch. This would be 
filled up at the fish, and in this way do away with it in extreme 
cases. 

In very extreme cases, say 12 inches disproportion, let front 
overlap back at si deseam, thus providing for 2 inches a side at 
under arm. 

The front must also be cut longer at E. 

In order to get rid of surplus material below waist, take 
out a fisli as shown on Diagram 71. 

First cut your paper pattern as A, then continue across io 
sideseam as B, and then, in order to avoid the seam from back 
of pocket mouth, arrange it as shown at C. 

The actual cloth is cut as shown on Diagram 71, thus all 
objectionable seams are avoided. Draw in at front and bottom, 
as shown. 



UNIVERSAL SERVICE FROCK. 
Diagram 83. 

0 to 1,1 inch. 

0 to 5, half depth of scye plus \ inch. 

0 to 9, depth of scye. 

0 to 17, natural waist length. 

Draw lines at right angles to 5, 9 and 17. 

17 to 1, 1 inch; draw line from 0 to 1. 
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1 to 2|, one-sixtli of neck plus 4 inch. 

5 to 7, width of back plus \ inch. 

From 7 square up to 4 one-sixtli breast plus 1. 

Mark out J and curve back scye. 

Shape shoulder from 2 4 to 4. 

From A to 20 V is half chest plus 24. 

204 to 12 is the across chest measure plus 

Place square with angle on point 12 and line on depth of 
scye line, and mark up to F the front shoulder measure less 
width of back neck. 

Mark up from 12 to 1) the over-slioulder measure less 4 AV 
of the back. 

F to T) the same width as the back shoulder. 

Shape scye as shown. 

F to Y, one-sixtli of neck, and make F, Y parallel to 12, 
204. 

V to 1, one-sixth of neck. 

Shape gorge from F to I, not making it too hollow. 

Add on 1 inch at I and 4 inch at front of breast to 0, at 
waist, and draw breast line, beyond which, add on f for the 
hole side, and arrange for a button stand to be sewn on the 
button side. 

1 to G is one-sixth breast. 

Take out 1 inch suppression between fi to 7. 

Take out Y at waist 14 inches. 

Drop front 1 inch, and complete as shown, taking out one or 
two Ys at neck. 

Add on 2 \ for expanding box pleat down the centre of back 

The Skirt’s Diagram : Hollow waist 14 inches. 

A to 5 is one-eighth breast plus 4 inch. 

Square front by 5, B. 

B to 6 is one-sixth breast. 

Square back by A, 0, adding on 4 inch of round between A 
and C. 

(hit piece for pleat to be stitched on over the centre seam of 
back skirt, when made up, to be 2 \ wide. This may be 
either double all the way, or the edges may be merely turned 
in and stitched down. 

A waist belt (Diagram 84) is put on to cover the waist seam. 
This may be treated in the same way. 

Tlie Sleeve (Diagram 85) is cut on exactly the same lines as 
described on page 76, and the cuff is trimmed in different ways 
according to rank. This is shown on Diagrams 141 to 145. 
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MILITARY PATROL. 

Diagram 72. 

For all Military Garments tlie shoulder seams are brought 
well up on the top. 

lake measures direct wherever possible, as Military men are 
sometimes erect. 

Draw line 0, 28. 

0 to 4|, half depth of scye plus l. 

0 to 8J, depth of scye. 

0, 16£, natural waist. 

0, 28, full length. 

0 to 1, 1 inch. 

Make width of back neck one-eighth breast plus I inch, to 
1\ width of back plus 

Square up to 4, half depth of scj^e and go out 1 inch, and 
thus bring shoulder seam on top. 
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8± to 20A, half cliest plus 2A. 

2UA to 12 by chest plus £ inch. 

Find neck and shoulder points by square or sweeps. 

F to Y, one-third neck. 

Make F, Y parallel to depth of scye line 8£, 20A. 

Y to T the same as F, Y. 

Make back 2 inches wide at waist. 

Take out 2 inches suppression between side body and back. 

Take out 1A between side body and foreparts. 

Let foreparts overlap side body 1 inch to get spring of front 
by dropping down 1A at side to AY. 

Llie fronts are fastened with hooks and eyes, and trimmed 
in regimental pattern. 

The style shown is that worn by the Itiflcs, they being almost 
the only branch in the army who wear patrol jackets; these 
having been mostly replaced by the Universal Service Frock. 
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MILITARY FROCKS. 

Tlie Military Frock is, generally speaking, an easy fitting 
Patrol Jacket, cut with provision for buttoning. 

They have a little trimming on cuffs and collar, but are other¬ 
wise finished plain. 

They vary for the different branches of the service, so I 
give diagrams of some. 

Diagram 73 

Indicates the outline of the Frock worn by the Staff. 

It. is made from Blue Angola. 

Five buttons up front. 

Four pockets with pointed flaps, to button. 

The breast, pockets have small pleat- at back. 

Two inside breast pockets with vertical mouths. 

two inside skirt pockets lined alpaca. 

Stand and fall collar with gorget patches of scarlet. 44 long; 
three-sixteenths light blue above and below. 

Loop of gold leaf embroidery along centre with button. 

Cuffs 0 inches high with 2j slit and 2 holes and buttons (see 
Diagram 76). 

Diagram 74. 

lhe Household Cavalry Frock is made from blue with four 
out. pockets and 2 in pockets. 

Steel shoulder chains and collar of the colour of regimental 
facings; sleeves with pointed cuffs, 6 inches to point, 2} at back, 
with two buttons and holes (see Diagram 76), lined with black. 

FOOT GUARDS. 

Diagram 75. 

1 his is cut on quite a different design to the former. 

There is no sidebody and the fronts are cut with a skirt. 

It is made of red angola, tartan, or serge, lined in front with 
scarlet. 

Blue stand collar and shoulder straps. 

Six buttons down front at equal distance for Grenadier 
Guards; in pairs for Coldstream Guards; and by threes for 
ocots Guards. 

1 ^ wide round waist, with buckle of special pattern, 2 

Breast patch pocket each side with shaped flaps and button. 

I wo skirt pockets, patched and with flap. 

ILLUSTRATION OF MILITARY FROCKS. 

In order to convey to my readers a better idea of the style 
of these frocks I have made small sketches from the sealed 
patterns at the War Office. 

^*e Sfaff Officer’s Frock, cut as Diagram 73. 

tv oo 1,8 ^ °°I Guards Officers* Frock cut as Diagram 75. 

J)ia. is the Household Cavalry Frock cut as Diagram 74. 
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FROCK CUFFS. 


Diagram 7(i shows the style of cuff worn on the Frock of flic 
Staff and Cavalry Officer. 

Diagrams 77, 7S and 71) show the cuffs worn, by the different 
branches of the Foot Guards; Diagram 77, the Coldstream 
Guards, who have four buttons arranged in two pairs; tliis^is 
the style of cuff also worn by the Irish Guards: Diagram 7S, 
the Grenadier Guards, which has two buttons only: Diagram 
79 shows the cull' for the Scots Guards, which has three buttons 
at. cuff. 
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S. B. MORNING COATS. 

Diagram 86. 

Measures: 9, 17. 19, 36, 6£, 20, 32, 8, 12A> 17> 30< 32. 

Each set of measures should he taken direct from the customer, 
if possible. 

Failing that, select them from the scale opposite the chest 
measure on page 49. 

Draw line 0, 19. 

0 to 3, one-third depth of seye, or to taste. 

0 to 9, depth of scye. 

0 to 17, natural waist. 

0 to 19, fashion waist. 

0 to A, full length plus two seams. 

Draw lines at right angles to 0, 3, 9, 17, 9. 

I* to 1, 1 inch, and draw back seam from 0 to 1. 

0 to 2b one-twelfth breast less A inch. 

2A to£ f £ inch, and shape back neck. 

3 to 7b width of back plus £ inch. 

Draw shoulder seam from £ to 7A. 

7A to 2. 2 inches or to taste. 

Draw a line from 2 to 17, and hollow sideseam £ at depth of 
scye line. 

Make the width at waist one-eighteenth breast, sav about 
2 inches. 

2 to 3A is 1A inches, more for prominent blades, less for 
flat ones. 

A to 20A. half chest ulus 2 inches. 

20A to 12A, the across chest measure. 


THE NECK POINT. 


1 ind the Neck Point by the Registered Square, laying the 
angle on depth of scye line and point at 12J. 

Mark up to F the length of front shoulder less back neck. 

Measure back from i to W; apply that to 12A and measure 
up to 1) tiie over-shoulder measure. 

Make the front, F to D, \ inch narrower than back, and shape 
scye as shown. 

F to V, one-twelfth breast less A inch. 

it J’ a h° u t the same, or to taste, lowering it for very low 
rolling fronts. 

Sweep from C to E, by B, to get length of sidebody. 

9 to 9, one-fourth breast. 

Square down and take out A inch on either side at waist, 8A, 


Measure up waist to measure plus 2 inches. 
Squaie across from E, and draw waist seam. 
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Hallow at 1, 1 inch, and drop it in front at G about £ below 
line. 

Add on 1£ for button stand, and shape front to taste or 
fashion. 

E to 9 is 9 inches. 

9 to 1, 1 to 14 inches. 

Add on 4 inch of round. 

Bound over hips 4 , and take out 4 inch at front G. 

Collar (Diagram <S7), 1, 3, crease row straight. 


3 to 5, depth of fall : 5, 4, depth of stand; 4, 6 , depth of fall 
overlap, J at 8 . 



wmm 

MCRNWG CT 


The new low-rolling Morning Coat is cut as Diagram SO, 
adapted as described for the low-rolling Lounge, 011 page 


the new west end morning coat. 

Ihe most stylish coat made in the AVest End at the beginning 
ot 1903 is the Low-rolling, Single-breasted, Forward-skirted 
Morning Coat, with the edges flat braided. The waist made 
very close fitting, and plenty of fulness over the bins The 



up fairly high. 
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D. B. FROCK COAT. 

Diagram 88. 

Measures: 9, 17, 19,40, Gf, 20, 32, S> 12£> 17. 3G> 32. 

Obtain an accurate idea of style desired, buttoned or un¬ 
buttoned, etc. 

All the points of the body are found as described for the 
Morning Coat. 

On this diagram we illustrate the sweep method of finding 
the neck point. Deduct 0, f from front shoulder measure, and 
by the remainder, sweep from 124 in the direction of F. 

Add 1 inch to the quantity thus used, and sweep a second 
time, using point 20^ as a pivot. 

Where these sweeps cross each other locates the neck point. 

Find D, as before described. 

In shaping the front of gorge bear in mind that the outline 
at X, I, 204, in large measure governs the shape of the turn, and 
it is always well to make X. I straight, as a curved drawing 
seam is very ugly. 

A little additional width beyond breast line at T is often an 
improvement. 

The waist seam is hollowed 1 inch at hips, but is not sunk 
below the line at *, it being an important point to arrange 
the waist seam on the two sides to run in a continuous curve. 

THE LAPEL. 

Draw line J, K, straight for ordinary three button style. 

ror \ery high buttoning fronts make it hollow, adding on 
l inch at J. 

For very low rolling coats make it round, taking off i inch 
or ho at J. 

The width and shape of lapel is a matter of taste. 

I suggest 2 inches’ at waist, 21 at widest part, 2.1 at top, as 
good standard quantities for present style. 
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When cutting lapel from cloth cut it on double as Diagram 
93» adding 4 inch to one side at A, and reducing the other side 
a corresponding amount, the V at top being stoated and so 
making a thin edge. 

Silk is generally brought to the end of the holes. 

The holes should run with the top of lapel, which should be 
as nearly horizontal as possible when on the wearer. 


THE SLEEVE. 


Diagram 89. 


Deduct width of back from measure taken from centre of 
back to front of scye. 

Make 0 , 5 this quantity. 

0 to 1 may be fixed at 1 inch. 

Fix pitches the hind arm A at top of sideseam, and the fore¬ 
arm L at 2 above 12 

Measure scye A to 7 £ and D to L. 

Make 1, 9 to correspond with this measure. 

0 , 44 is half 1 , 9 . 

Mark off length to elbow and cuff, and allowing for three 
seams, two on back and one on sleeve head. 

Make width of elbow quarter breast less 1 inch, which is 
hollowed at forearm. 


Make width of cuff one-sixth breast plus \ inch, or to taste. 
Square cuff by 6 i, 9. 


from 5 to 7 A is the same as scye from A round to L. The 
cun is usually made 3 ^ inches deep. 

inch° r ertCt * lgures ^ aerpase the quantities from 0 to 1, to 1! 
inch 01 St °° ping fi S ures reduce the quantity from 0 to 1 , to \ 


Some cutters like the forearm seam well out of sight, to do 

miuntiK-t,, inc k to the forearm of topsides aud take the same 
quantity from the forearm of underside. 

This sleeve system applies to both jacket and coat diagrams. 
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POLL COLLAR 
OR ESS COAT ; 


DRESS COAT. 

Diagram 90. 

Measures: 17, 19, 39, Gi, 20, 32, 8, 12£, 17, 36, 32. 

Principal styles: 1. Pointed lapel faced with silk to edge 
of lapel (Diagram 121) or to the end of the holes. 2. Roll 
collar (Diagram 123), on which the silk is carried right round 
the collar. 

Leading characteristics : Lightness, smartness, and style. 

All parts must l>e arranged in harmony with a garment 
intended for full dress and be the reverse of clumsy. 

This back is narrowed at waist and back pitch. 

Sidebody is also made narrower. 

Waist suppression at 2f, 4. is 1J. 

The amount 9 to 20 is half chest plus 2 inches. 

The waist 1, 2f, 4, 8, and 9 to 194, is cut to the nett waist 
measure. 

The dress coat is always worn open and the lapel rolls to the 
waist. 

The gorge is always lowered 1 inch or more. 

The shape of front of forepart at 134, 20, is quite a matter of 
taste, and only affects the outline of lapel. 

The waist seam should be cut long enough in front to allow 
the strap of skirt to just cover bottom of vest. 

I suggest lowering forepart 1 inch below line at 1. 

I have indicated a fish taken out of side of forepart, but 
that is a matter of taste. 


THE SKIRT. 

Draw line E 1, E 9 at right angles. 

E to 9 is 9 inches always. 

9 to I, 1 to 14 inches; draw line from E through 1 and add 
on 4 inch round. 
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\Yidtli of strap one-third top from E to 1. 

Strap is made wide in front and 14 at back. 

Width of skirt at bottom about the same width as length of 
strap. 

Round front of skirt away, as illustrated, and complete as 
diagram. 

Considerable variation has been made in the outline of skirls 
during recent years, so it will be well to keep posted up in 
latest styles from our fashion plates. 

THE LAPEL. 

Diagram 904. 

Hollow slightly at sewing to edge on account of the very 
round fronts to foreparts. 

Width of lapel at top 1|, widest part 2 inches, bottom 1}. 
This is how they are cut in best West End trades. 

The lapel must be cut long enough to come to the bottom of 
strap. 

Some of the best West End Irades cut the lapel and forepart 
in one. 

ROLL COLLAR. 

Diagram 91. 

The usual plan is to lower front of gorge, as here shown, 
cutting a short lapel and long collar. 

Some firms cut the forepart, collar and lapel all in one, thus 
avoiding seams, except just at the neck where a fish is taken 
out to obtain the necessary spring. Either plan works satis¬ 
factorily. 

The principal thing is to get a nice run to outer edge of 

lapel. 

CORPULENT MORNING COAT. 

Diagram 92. 

Measures : 11,18}, 204, 36, 8}, 21, 11, 16, 23, 48. 50. 

Ihe proportionate figure is 4 inches smaller at waist than, chest, 
thus 48, 44. 

The amount of disproportion is found by the difference between 
the ideal 44 and actual 50, namely 6 inches. 

0 , 34, one-third depth of sc ye. 

0 , 11, depth of scye. 

0 , 18£, natural waist length. 

0 , 204, fashion waist length. 

0 , 364, full length plus \ inch. 

184 to 4> } inch; draw back seam from 0 to 4. 
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Draw line at right angles to 0, 34, 11, ISA, 204. 

0 to 3£, one-twelfth breast less 4 inch. 

34 to 9J, width of back plus | inch. 

Width of back scye, 2£ to 3 inches. 

Width of back, at waist, the same quantity. 

Draw line 2 4 to 184, and hollow at 4 , f of an inch. 

'fake out 1 ] suppression between 3, 44, and sweep from B 
to C by 2 £. 

11 to 12 , one-fourth breast. 

Square down to A, hollow at 114, 4 inch, and complete side- 
body. 

A to *, one-sixth of the disproportion. 

Square depth of scye line from 12 to 26 by 12, *. 

Making 11 , 12 , 2 b half chest measure plus 2 inches. 

From 26 to 15 is the across chest measure. 

Find neck jx>int F by Registered Syuare, placing the corner 
at 15 and the angle line on line 15, 26. 

From 15 to F is the front shoulder measure less width of 
back neck. 

15 to 1) is the over-slioulder measure less 11, AY of back. 

Width of shoulder quarter less than 4 , of back. 

F to Y, one-twelfth breast less 4 inch. 

Y to I, same as F, Y, or to taste. 

Measure up waist to measure, 4, 3, 4J, 114 and 124, 294, half 
waist measure plus 2 inches. 

Draw breast line I, J, 294. 

Square across from C to G, hollow over hips 1 inch, and curve 
waist seam up at G 4 to l inch. 

The round at J is either drawn in and pressed upwards or 
reduced by a A as shown. 


SKIRT. 

Draw lines C, G and C, 9, at right angles: make C to 9 , 9 
inches. 

9 to 1 , 1 inch; draw line from C through 1 to I; add on 
4 inch of round at 9. 

Round over the hips 4 at E, and drop front 4 inch at G. 

Allow* only about 4 inch for fulling on over hips. 

Shape the front at H fairly well forward. 

The sleeve is cut as previously described, but care must be 
taken to avoid excessive fulness at top. 

It must not be cut too wide at elbow or cuff, rather less 
than proportions given will suffice. 
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COACHMAN'S 

FROCK. 


COACHMAN’S FROCK. 

Diaeram 94. 

Style : S .13. Frock, buttoning six. 

Flap pockets on hips, length to just above knee. 

Long side edges down back pleat, with three buttons. 
Sometimes only the buttons are put on, one at hip, one 1 
inch from bottom, and one* 4 inch above midway. 

Obtain the various points as previously described. 

Allow a fair amount of ease, say J or 4 inch more than usual. 
Let the turn of lapel be neat. 

For the skirt make G, E 3 inches. 

Square C, 9 by C, E. 

C, 9. 9 inches; 9 to 1, 1 inch; add \ round and complete to 

C to X, same as G, E ? 3 inches. Square G, J by G, X. 

Make K 1 inch above C, E, and complete. 

Livery Cuff, as shown on Diagram 96, 2 inches deep, and 
finished with one button above and one below. 

Edge plain or piped, the usual plan is to seam and open them, 
and turn over plain. 

Ihe bottom of skirt is always finished plain, 
lhe hip pockets should he made to run forward. 

4 lie linings should not be fanciful either in pattern or finish. 
1 he buttons on the side edc^e are plugged. 

The Coach man’s Stable Suit is made with S. B. Lounge Jacket 
or short-skirted Shooting Coat. S. B. Vest, and Trousers cut 
small in the legs. 
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FOOTMAN'S 

COATEE. 


FOOTMAN’S COATEE. 

Diagram 95. 

Style: Similar to Dress Coat, witli pointed lapel, but cut large 
enough to be fastened together in front with links. 

Generally made with two holes above and three below turn, 
the present tendency is three above and two below, as per 
diagram. 

Skirt cut away swallow-tail fashion. 

A sword flap, 11 long by 2 wide and pointed at the back, is 
put on the centre of skirt. 

Some put them on to’start from the waist seam. 

1 lie lapel should be cut on the crease, as Diagram 97. 

1 lie widths of lapel are indicated on Diagram 95. 

I he lapel comes to bottom of strap of skirt. 

The cuff is the same as Diagram 96. 

Long side edges down back pleats, as for coachman. 

Links, in the form of two buttons, fastened together with a 
split ring, should be supplied. 

Twenty-two large and four small buttons are required for 
Coatee. 

Skirts always lined with same cloth. 

If edges are piped the piping goes round collar, lapels, strap, 
and front of skirt, up the centre opening of back, across the 
cuffs, and round the top, back, and bottom of sword flap. 

A fair amount of* ease should be allowed over chest and the 
waist cut 1, 3, 44, 8J, 94, 20£, to 1 inch over half waist measure. 
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G A M EKE EPEE ’ S COAT. 


Lsually made of Brown Velveteen. 

It is exit, in Morning Coat style with very forward skirts, the 
spring being arranged as for Frock Coat. 

Allow 3 inches over half breast and the same over waist. 
Shoulders must be cut large and generally it must be easy 
fitting. Hare pockets are put inside the skirt. 


THE PAD GROOM S FROCK. 

Style: S. B. Frock: plain edges, close fitting, waist seam 1 
inch below natural waist so that belt may rest on hip buttons; 
inside pleat pockets, side edge put in back pleat 9 inches long; 
skirt from 13 to 14 inches long; livery cuff with two holes 
and buttons; general appearance, smart and neat. 


THE GROOM'S FROCK. 

Diagram 98. 

Style: S. B. Frock, to button five or six, according to height 
of wearer. 

A o pockets on hips. 

Short side edge put in black pleat, 9 inches long, pointed at 
the back, with three buttons. 

Pockets in pleats. 

Skirts cut to the short and close side. 

i A11 i th o found as previously described, G to F may 

he made 2 to 2\ inches, the rest as usual. 


COLOUR REGULATIONS. 

The colour of coat should match body of carriage 
1 e piping should match fine lines on carnage ’ 

1 he buttons should match the harness fittings 

on wSd. 1 ° ia ° f '■"* ahoul ' 1 stripe.! ba„l 

elbow and the gdt butbm^arereplied t b^‘Hkck^TexiliRs 
Cockades are worn on the left side of silk hat 
It silver lace is worn on hat the bow is worn in front. 


<0 V| 
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PAGE'S JACKET. 

Diagram 99. 

Style: Body coat, back finished with point about 3i below 
waist. 

Curved over hips, neck finished with stand collar. 

Generally made to button through the fronts with ball 
buttons placed fairly close together, say fourteen to sixteen. 

Sometimes it is made to hook and eye, and three rows of studs, 
one down centre of front, and one up each forepart. 

Body lining padded and stitched. 

Inside breast pocket with vertical mouth. 

Edges finished plain or piped. Cuffs as Diagram 96, or 
pointed after style of Diagram 76. 

This is a garment that, though it is finished plain, should 
bo made to appear as smart as possible. 

THE POSTILLION’S JACKET. 

Diagram 100. 

The style of this garment is a close fitting l>ody L finishing 
with a belt at the waist. 

It is either finished with holes and buttons down the front, 
or with hooks and eyes and studs. 

The back is cut on the crease, and flie neck is finished with 
a stand collar. 

Diagram 100 will show its outline, all the points being found 
as previously described. 

Diagram 101 is the belt which is cut about 2 inches wide. 


FULL DRESS LIVERY. 

Diacrram 102. 

Each livery servant in a titled family has three distinct 
styles of suits: 1. His working or rough dress. 2. His 
ordinary dress. 3. His full dress. 

Sometimes these are supplemented by Semi-State Dress. 
133*°^ ‘^ a * e an< ^ ^ ie ^ em i“8tate styles are cut as Diagram 

The coat is a body-fitting style, having back, sidebody, fore¬ 
part and skirt. 

*^l e j./ roTl p S are cu .^ awa y above and below the breast, at which 
they fasten with two hooks and eyes. 

d^ted outline shows the Coachman’s Dress Coat and the 
solid outline the Footman’s. See Diagram 102. 

for the former 1 ^ ^ atter * 3 cut awa 3' much more sharply than 

nan teener ™ USUally of tbe stan(I type, but sometimes a 
panteen collar is worn. 
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Flaps are placed on the skirts, cut with three pointed flaps, 
with a button placed under each point, which should he nearly 
hidden. Occasionally the points of the flaps are put upwards, 
the flaps in that case being put half above and half below the 
wai_st seam. 

Lace is often used along the edges, along the top and 
down the back of the cuffs, down the sideseams and pleats, 
and down each back; finished with cushion or diamond. 

Somelimes the' cuffs are slashed, the slash being G inches long 
and finished with lace and three buttons. 

The cuff, in that case, is 3 inches deep; the slash is put li 
inches from forearm seam. 

The fronts are either braided or finished with notched holes, 
G inches wide at top and 3 inches wide at bottom. 

H 
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BUTLER'S LIVERY. 

The Butler’s Suit is always of black cloth. 

The coat is cut in smart style, but not too fashionably. 

It turns to tlie second hole from the waist. 

The lapels are never faced with silk. 

There are no side edges or sword flaps. 

The buttons are plain black flexible. 

The vest is the Y shaped opening, roll collar dress style, button¬ 
ing four. 

The trousers are of medium width finished plain. 

The under-butler is usually dressed as a footman. 

BANK MESSENGERS. 

The style of Livery worn by bank messengers varies. 

Sometimes it is cut on the lines of a Footman’s Coatee. 

At others it is in 1). B. Frock Coat style. 

The collar in this latter case being braided, and the name of 
the bank embroidered, on the collar. 

Crest buttons are generally used. 

Strong pockets are inserted with hole and button at mouth. 
HOTEL PORTERS. 

The Livery worn by hotel porters is generally of the S. B. 
Frock Coat style, finished with a stand collar at neck. 

The fronts are often elaborately trimmed and the name of 
t lie hotel embroidered on the collar. 

Sometimes they are made to hook and eye and sometimes to 
button. 

Occasionally they are also supplied with S. B. Jackets or 1). B. 
Reefers, with the cuffs and collars trimmed. 

The trousers are also piped or braided down the sideseams. 

CLERICAL GARMENTS. 

Of the many specialities made for Clergymen, those most in 
demand are the S. B. Stand Collar Frock and the Cassock. 
L therefore, illustrate these two garments as examples of 
clerical garments. 

Diagram 10T. 

Style: S. B. Frock, stand collar, with opening about 21 inches 
wide when buttoned; six buttons down front, skirt fairly long. 

Special attention should be given to tin? neck so that, the 
run of linen collar and coat collar may harmonise. 

In cutting, the principal points are found as previously 
described. 

A moderate amount of ease should lx? given and an extra 
button stand left on the button side. 

Add J button stand to the hole side and 1-J to the button 
side beyond breast line. 

For the spring of skirt come down from G to X 2 io 21 inches, 
and make C to X the same quantity. 

Those garments should 1 h> finished as neatly as possible, and 
the customer’s wishes carefully attended to. 
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CLERICAL CASSOCK. 

Diagram 104. 

St3 le: S. 13., stand collar, full skirted, three seams with box 
pleats at centre of back, and both sideseams starting about 2 
inches below waist. 

Usually about forty buttons down front, only every one bei ng 
made to button below waist. 

Cut long enough to cover trousers, the rule being to make 
length 10 inches less than the height of customer. 

Special care must be taken to give sufficient spring at bottom. 

the cassock for a man, 3G breast, should measure about 34 
yards round bottom. 

The materials used.are serge, russell cord, alpaca or silk. 

They are usually lined to top of pleats; pockets arranged in 
side pleats and opening to allow of the hands going into tbo 
under pockets. 

The diagram will explain itself, all the points being indicated 
by inches; the opening of the pleats is found by marking back G 
inches and dropping 1£. 

Cassocks are sometimes made 1). 13. 

In this case add on 3 inches in front, of edge of Diagram 
104 and continue curve of neck up on the other side so that it 
does not measure more than £ of the neck across. 

Cassock worn by Presbyterians are double-breasted, cut about 
3b inches long without pleats at side or back seams, and have 
welt pockets at the sides. 

The Roman Catholic Clergy wear the S. 13. Cassock with a 
short lull cape about 13 or 14 inches long, cut in the three 
quarter style. The sleeves are also capped about 8 inches down 
from the forearm. 

Sometimes they have their cassocks cut with a sidebody after 
the old paletot style, the pleats being arranged as usual at the 
back and sides. 

rile cassock is sometimes called by its French name a 
Soutane. 

Patterns for any style of Clerical garment may lie obtained 
trom our offices by return of post. 


COAT CUTTING 


93 










94 


VINCENT’S SYSTEMS OF 


POLICE TUNIC. 

Diagram 105. 

The garments worn by the police force are the Frock, cut 
alter tlio style of Diagram 74; the Patrol, as illustrated oil 
Diagram 72; and the Tunic, Diagram 105. The latter being 
the most important of the three. 

It is usually fastened with eight buttons up front, and stand 
collar at neclv, and, being worn with a belt, lias to fit much 
closer than an ordinary bodjr coat, only 1 inch being allowed 
for making up. 

The fashion waist must not lie more than 1 inch below natural 
waist or it will come too far below the belt. 

There are some who cut them without any fashion waist, as for 
a Military Tunic. 

Policemen arc generally well-developed in the shoulders and 
slightly erect in their attitude, so that an increase will bo 
needed to the scale measures for front and over-slioulders. 

The better plan will be to take measures direct on each 
customer, and apply them to the draft, as taken. 

Special care must be taken to get the neck to fit closely. 

These garments must be made up firm and strong. 

FIREMEN’S TUNIC. 

Diagram 106. 

The body garment vAorn by the members of the Metropolitan 
hire Brigade is a 1). B. Frock or Tunic, finished at the centre 
of hack skirt with an inverted box pleat. 

The collar is of the stand style, and in ordinary wear it is worn 
open. 

The skirts are cut 12 to 14 inches deep, and the lapel is 
usually, but not always, cut on the front of forepart. 

Many of the officers wear S. B. Tunics, but they are all made 
with stand collars. 

Local Fire Brigades make their own regulations in matters 
of dress, but they frequently make the Metropolitan Fire Brigade 
pattern the basis of their styles. 

When cutting these garments due provisions must be made 
for movement and ease. 

The collar must be made to fit closely so that the garment 
may fasten up to the neck to protect the wearer, when, doing 
his duty, he is exposed to severe weather. 

The other garments worn are the S. B. Jacket and the I). B. 
Reefer, the distinction marks are usually put on the cuff of fbe 
sleeve 
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MILITARY TUNIC. 

Diagram 107. 

Measures: 8 £, 16, 26, 6 £, 20 , 3A, 81, 12 A, 17* 36* 32. 

System: 0 to 1 , 1 inch. 

0 to 4|, half depth of scye plus 

0 , 81, depth, of scye. 

0 , 16, natural waist length. 

0 , 261, full length plus 1 inch. 

16 to 1 , | inch, and draw line from 0 , through 1 , to bottom. 

Draw lines at right angles to 1, 4£, 8 |, 16. 

1 to 3, one-sixth neck. 

4 4 to A, across back measure plus one seam, the back being 
cut on crease. 

Square up from A half depth of scye or one-sixth breast plus 
1 inch and curve back scye out 1 inch. 

Draw line A to 16 and hollow back at 1, 1 inch. 

81 to 9, one-fourth breast. 

8 j to 201 , half chest plus 21 . 

One of the official regulations being that they shall be cut 
largo enough to allow of warm clothing being worn underneath, 
so tliat freedom of fit, essential to a working and service dress 
may be ensured. 

1 ind neck point F by Registered Square or by sweeps, as 
before described. 

Measure up to 17, the over-shoulder measure, less 8 J width of 
bnek. 

1 to V, one-sixth neck; make F, A parallel to depth of scve 

line. 

A' to I about the same quantity. 

It is essential the neck should fit closely. 

Suppress waist 2 at sideseam and 1!> at under arm. 

Measure up to half waist plus 1 inch. 

Add on 1 on hole side and about 1^ on the button side, unless 
. t ** 11 s t an xl is sewn on a plan which is generally followed. 

Skirt, A to B, one-sixtli seat plus 1. 

Square C, E by B, C. 

Add on A inch of round. 

V one ' s ^ x ^ 1 sea f F and get run of front at right angles 
to A, Cr. 

Draw a line across from C to A, and hollow I inch. 

The length of skirt for Field-Marshals, General Officers and 
Colonels on Staff, Royal Artillery, Royal Engineers, Foot 
ixuarris. Infantry Regiments, Army Service Corps, Royal Army 
MeOical Corps, and departments generally, is 10 inches. 

lor Stall, Cavalry and Rifle Regiments, they are 9 inches, 
varying one-eighth inch for every inch of height. 
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HIGHLAXD DOUBLET. 

Diagram 108. 

Ibis is, to all inteats and purposes, the same as a tunic with 
the skirts cut in two. 

These skirls are known as Inverness Skirts, 
lliey are cut 8, 7 \ and 7 inches deep, with skirt flaps on the 
first two, i inch shorter. 

The first skirt, 11 inches from centre of bottom button. 

Three loops of gold braid with buttons on each skirt flap. 
Pockets in the skirts, and front skirts and flaps lined white. 
Fronts, collars, skirts, and flaps edged white, £ wide. 

Eight buttons up front and two behind. 

For further details see Dress Regulations. 

LANCERS’ TUNIC. 

Diacrram 109. 

The principal feature of this garment is the double-breasted 
finish to the front. 

r i he body part is cut the same as the tunic. 
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The front is finished with a plastron cut 2% from, breast line 
at waist, and to within 1 inch of neck and shoulder points at 
top, Y, I). 

The back is rather narrower at waist and in order to get a 
shorter sideseam, mark in 1 inch at waist, and only suppress 
waist li at sideseam. 

The back skirt is stumped, and the skirt itself is finished with 
a slash or pointed flap, 7 inches deep. 

The skirt is made up 9 inches deep. 

To find spring over seat come down 7 in front, as shown, and 
mark down 5 behind, and so get run of front. 

There are two rows of buttons up the front, seven in each 
row, the Regulations stating they shall be 8 inches apart at 
top and 4 inches at waist. 

Two buttons are placed at waist behind. 

The piping up sideseam forms a continuous run with the hind 
arm, lienee the extra round given to sideseams. 

The plastron has to be made up so that, it can button to the 
right or left side, as required. 
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ARTILLERY DRESS JACKET. 

rr _ Diagrams 110 and 111. 

This is another variation of the tunic and is worn l>y Artillery 
Officers. 

It is cut with a short pointed hack sharply curved up over 
the hips and finished without skirts. 

The fronts, hacks and sleeves are elaborately trimmed, full 
details and illustrations of which will be found published in 
the Dress Regulations of the Army. 

The cutting of this is, to all intents and purposes, the same 
as the tunic, with the exception that the back is cut narrower 
at waist and more hollowed. 

The back is cut on the crease, 1J inches wide at waist. 

The sideseam is hollowed 2 inches from a line drawn from 
the top of the sideseam to Id. 

The length of the back is 3A below the natural waist. 

The sides 1A inches, and the fronts 4 inches, below the waist 
line. 

It is made to hook and eye up the front and fastens with hall 
buttons and loops of braid. 

Diagram 111 shows how the hind arm seam of sleeve is adjusted 
to get a run with the sideseam. 










00AT CUTTING. 


101 



GENERALS AND UNIVERSAL SERVICE 1). B. 
FROCK COAT. 

Diagram 112. 

This garment, is made of blue cloth with blue velvet collar and 
cult's for Generals. 

Plain side edge at pleats 11 inches long, with one button 
at bottom. 

Eight buttons up each front. 8 inches apart at top and 4 at. 
bottom for tlie General. 

This necessitates a lapel 5 inches wide at top, 3 at waist. 

For the Universal Service Frock Coat the lapel is cut 4 at 
lop and 2i at waist. 

The length of the skirt is made up IT inches for a man 5 
ft. 9 in. 

For the Universal Service it is cut to reach to the knees. 

The waist is cut short so that the belt hook mav support Iho 
belt. 
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The waist only has 1 inch allowed over the half measure, 
hence the increased suppression, at side and under arm seams. 

A garment that is held close to ilie figure by a belt requires 
more suppression than an ordinary garment. 

The special features to be embodied in the cutting of these 
garments are all clearly illustrated on Diagram 112. 



GUARDS’ S. B. FROCK COAT. 

Diagram 1L3. 

The S. B. Frock Coat, trimmed after the style shown on this 
diagram, is worn by the Household Cavalry and the Foot Guards. 

The general features of this coat are single-breasted, fastening 
with hooks and eyes, but the details of finish vary, and so, once 
again, I must refer my readers to the Dress Regulations. 
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MILITARY MESS JACKETS. 

There are two styles of Mess Jackets, the roll collar as shown 
on Diagram 270, and the stand collar as shown on Diagram 
27i. 

The roll collar is by far the most popular; indeed, the stand 
collar style is only worn by the officers of the Life Guards and a 
few others. 

The roll collar pattern is finished in an almost endless variety 
of ways. 

The facings on collar and cuffs are very varied. 

THE SYSTEM. 

Diatrram 270. 

0 , 5, half depth of scye plus i inch. 

0, 9, depth of scye. 

0 , 17, natural waist. 

0 , 20, full length plus seams. 

17 tol, 1 inch. 

0 to 2J, one-twelfth breast less J, and come up f. 

5 to 7 \, width of back plus £ 

Square up from 7J, one-twelfth breast plus 1; mark out $ 
and so get run of back scye and shoulder slope. 

Draw line from 7\ to 17, and hollow back 1. 

Make back 1£ at waist. 

Take out 2 inches between back and sidebody. 
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to 9J is ] breast plus A. 

9 to 20i, halt chest plus 2£. 

20 i- to 12J, the across chest measure, 
t ind neck point by Square, as described before. 

Make 12 i to F 1o have the front shoulder measure loss width of 
back neck. 

•12J to J) the over-slioulder measure less J TT of back. 

Take out li at waist under arm. 

Measure up waist to nett measure. 

Make F to B one-twelfth breast less i inch, and complete as 
shown. 


Diagram 271. 

The only difference in Diagram 271 is that the gorge is cut 
close up. 

}\> ^ y is made parallel to depth of scye line. 

b to Y , and \ to I. each one-twelfth breast, less i inch. 

In both styles arrange a nice curve over the hips, forming a 
good point at both back and front. 

These are dressy garments, and should be well and smartly 
made. J 

^ tf ive samples of Mess Jacket Cuffs on Diagrams Idb to 
140. 
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Tracings of cuffs, full size, may be taken at the War Office, 
Pall Mall, where sealed patterns are lodged. 

Should any difficulty be experienced in getting the cuffs made 
up, there are firms who undertake work of this sort, and most 
of the wholesale trimming warehouses, such as Firmin & Sons, 
St. Martin’s Lane; T. Platt & Co., St. Martin’s Lane; and many 
others, will be able to render assistance. See also list of 
embroiderers given on page 128. 

An occasional order of this sort may not bring a sufficient, 
profit to compensate for the worry attending it, but it gives 
the firm an high-class reputation,—that is worth a good deal, 
whilst it also retains a customer, and prevents him going else¬ 
where for specialities. 

All tailors who do any military trade whatever should procure 
a copy of the Dress Regulations of the Army, as in addition to 
tlu' full official description, it is fully illustrated by photo¬ 
graphic prints taken from the sealed patterns. 

VOLUNTEER UNIFORMS. 

These are cut in the same style as for the Regular Army, but 
it must be borne in mind that as a rule those who comprise the 
Volunteer Forces are not so smart in build as the members of 
the Regular Army. 

The difference in trimming, as a rule, consists of the substitu¬ 
tion of silver lace for gold. 

The badges of rank are the same as for the corresponding 
rank in the Regular Forces, only of silver, shoulder straps on 
Tunics and Mess J ackets as follows : Light Horse: Plated Silver 
chain, gimp, lined with blue or scarlet, according to colour of 
uniform. Artillery: Silver Wire Cord, pattern as for Royal 
Artillery. Engineers : Shoulder Knots of Silver as for Royal 
Engineers. Rifle Corps: In scarlet. Universal Pattern, in silver 
on Tunics only. Rifle Corps : In grey, with silver cord on sleeves, 
Universal Pattern, in silver on Tunics only. Rifle Corps: In 
green, black chain gimp. Medical Staff Corps: Universal 
Pattern, in silver. 

ARMY RANK BADGES AND CUFFS. 

The different ranks are now mostly distinguished by shoulder 
badges. The official regulations for these being illustrated on 
Diagrams 114 to 123. 

We also give a selection of Military Cuffs, but it is only on 
the Universal Service Frock and on the cuffs of the Household 
Troops that any variation is made for rank. 

The specimens shown on Diagrams 124 to 145 will give a good 
idea of Military Cuffs, as well as provide suggestions for braided 
cuffs for Ladies’ Jackets, etc. 

i 
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RANK BADGES. 

Diagram 114 badge worn by Field-Marshal. 

Diagram 115, badge worn by General. 

Diagram 116, badge worn by Lieut.-General. 

Diagram 117, badge worn by Major-General. 

Diagram 118, badge worn by Colonel. 

Diagram 119, badge worn by Lieut.-Colonel. 

Diagram 120, badge worn by Major. 

Diagram 121, badge worn by Captain. 

Diagram 122, badge worn by Lieutenant. 

Diagram 123, badge worn by Second-Lieutenant. 

Diagram 124, is the cuff worn on the tunic by Field-Marshal. 
Diagram 125, Tunic Cuff—Cavalry Field Officer. 

Diagram 126, Doublet Cuff—Highland Regiments. 

Diagram 127, Tunic Cuff—Coldstream Guards. 

Diagram 128, Tunic Cuff—Grenadier Guards. 

Diagram 129, Tunic Cuff—Scots Guards. 

Diagram 130, Tunic Cuff—Army Veterinary Department. 
Diagram 131, Tunic Cuff—Army Service Corps. 

Diagram 132, Tunic Cuff—Rifle Regiments. 

Diagram 133, Tunic Cuff—Lancers. 

Diagram 134, Tunic Cuff—Army Ordnance Departments. 
Diagram 135, Tunic Cuff* Dragoons Guards and Dragoons. 
Diagram 136, Mess Jacket Cuff—Officer below Field rank, 
Royal Horse Guards. 

Diagram 137, Mess Jacket Cuff—Field Officer, Life Guards. 
Diagram 138, Mess Jacket Cuff—Field Officer, Royal Horse 
Guards. 

Diagram 139, Me^s Jacket Cuff—Foot Guards. 

I)iagram 140, Mess Jacket Cuff—Life Guards Officer below 
Field rank. 

Diagram 146, 1 niversal Service Frock Cuff—Colonel. 
Diagram 145, Universal Service Frock Cuff—Lieut.-Colonel. 
Diagram 144, Universal Service Frock Cuff—Major. 

Diagram 143, Universal Service Frock Cuff—Captain. 
Diagram 142, Universal Service Frock Cuff—Lieutenant. 
Diagram 141, Universal Service Frock (biff —Secoml- 
Lieutenant. 

Also the following for the cuffs of Highland Regiments. 



'SLAMD REGJMENTS. 
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D/A /27 



D/A /37, 



D/a 142 



D/a i30 D/a /3/ 



D/a /33 


D/A /34 


D/A /3S D/A /3S. 
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NATAL UNIFORMS. 

The full details of Naval Uniforms are published in the Navy 
List, published monthly at 3/-. 

Sealed patterns of all garments are kept at the Admiralty 
Oftices, Whitehall, London, where they may be inspected free 
of charge. 

A beautifully illustrated book of the various styles has been 
published.by the Admiralty, price 30/-. We shall be pleased to 
forward it to any of our readers on receipt of published price. 

FULL DRESS COAT. 

Diagram 146. 

The following are the Admiralty Regulations for the Full 
Dress Coat: — 

Blue cloth, trimmed gold lace. 

Double-breasted, 8 buttons up coat front, 3 inches apart 
across chest. 

The skirt to begin at one-fifth the circumference of waist 
from front edge, and lined with white plushymere. 

One button at the bottom of each plait and two at the waist 
seam behind. 

Pointed flaps on skirt and 3 buttons under them. 

The diagram is self-explanatory. The waist is kept short, 
and only 1 inch allowed for making up. 

The square looking marks on shoulders indicate metal loops 
for epaulettes. 

For Flag Officers and Commodores of the 1st class the flaps 
on the skirt are laced all round with If lace. 

A row of 1 inch lace to encircle hip buttons, and form a point 
at the si deseam. 

For Commodores, 2nd class, and Captains, the flaps on the 
skirt are laced all round with 14 lace, and 1 inch lace to encircle 
the hip button, as before. 

For Commanders, the flaps on the skirt are laced all round 
with 14 inch lace. 

For Lieutenants and Sub-Lieutenants, the flaps on the skirts 
are laced all round with 1 inch lace. 

For Chief Gunners, Chief Boatswains, Chief Carpenters, and 
TV arrant Officers, blue cloth D. B., eight buttons each row, four 
lower ones to button. 

Fall down collar, round cuffs, with three notched holes. 

Pointed flaps, with three notched holes. 

Three buttons in pleat. Skirt to begin one-fiftli waist from 
front edge. 
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NAVAL UNDRESS TAIL COAT. 

Diagram 147. 

Blue cloth, double-breasted, six button holes in each row, four 
on turn, two below. 

Padded turn-down collar, pointed flaps, with three notched 
holes on braid, and buttons under. 

One button at bottom of each pleat, and one at top at waist 
seam. 

Round cuffs, laeed as in full dress, omitting the slash. 

Shoulders fitted for epaulettes. 

For Midshipmen the collar to have white-turn back, 2 inches 
wide and a notched hole of white twist If long. 

Three buttons on each cuff, with braid or twist notched holes. 

For Clerks, the cuffs have one row of white cloth, J inch wide, 
but are otherwise the same as for Midshipmen. 
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NAVAL FROCK COAT. 

Diagram 148. 

Blue cloth, D. B., padded turn-down collar, cut for six buttons, 
but to have live buttons oil each breast, to button four; width 
of lapel 8 inches at fourth button, at waist. 

Two buttons on hips, side edges in plaits, half length of 
skirt, with button at bottom. 

Length 38 for 5ft. 9ins. 

Lined black silk, hook for sword-belt. 

Round cult's laced as full dress, omitting slash. 

Shoulders fitted for epaulettes. The fittings covered with 
blue cloth. 

This coat is NOT worn by Midshipmen, Naval Cadets, or 
Assistant Clerks. 
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UNDRESS COAT. 

Diagram GG. 

Blue cloth with turn-down collar, length to cover hips. 

D. B., five holes and buttons, four to button. 

Pockets without flaps at hips, in line with bottom button. 

One out. B left; 5 inch slit at bottom of sideseams. 

Hound cuffs laced as for full dress, omitting slash. 

Midshipmen wear same distinction marks on collar, as 
previously described. 

Naval Cadets: a button hole of white twist, 1J inches long. 

Clerks and Assistant Clerks wear one row of white cloth, £ 
inch wide round cuffs. 

See Diagram of Reefer for the cutting of this garment. 

NAVAL MESS JACKETS. 

Diagram 149. 

Blue cloth, 1). B., six holes, four in turn, and two below. 

Padded turn-down collar; slightly curved over hips with a 
rounded peak behind; two welt pockets at sides. 

Cuffs laced as for full dress, but minus slash. 

For Midshipmen and Cadets (Diagram 150) blue cloth, single- 
breasted, seven buttons up front. 

Three notched holes in cuffs, stand collar to hook and eye. 

White turn back and hole. 

When worn, it is always hooked at top. 

For (Jerks and Assistant (Jerks, it is made with collar and 
turn, as Diagram 151. 

Three holes above, and four below turn. 

i inch white cloth, round cuffs. 

NAVAL CUFFS. 

Diagrams 152 to 191. 

The distinction marks of the Royal Navy consist of the way 
the cuffs are trimmed, the width of the lace used on the collar 
and other parts, the shoulder straps, epaulettes, and caps. 

The most important of these is the cuffs. 

Nearly all full dress cuffs are finished with a pointed white 
slash on cuff, starting from the forearm seam of sleeve. 

Those for the Military branch have the top row of braid 
formed into a ring. 

Those for the Civil branch are finished plain. 

Diagram 152, Admiral of the Fleet. 

Diagram 153, Admiral. 

Diagram 154, Vice-Admiral. 155, Rear-Admiral and Commo¬ 
dore, 1st class. 
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Diagram 156, Commodore, 2nd class. 157, Captain. 

Diagram 158, Commander. 159, Lieutenant over 8 years 
seniority. 

Diagram 160, Lieutenant under 8 years. 161, Sub.- 
Lieutenant. 

Diagram 162, Chief Gunner. 168, Gunner and Boatswain, 
over 10 years. 

Diagram 164, Gunner and Boatswain, under 10 years. 165, 
Midshipman. 

Diagram 190, Royal Naval Reserve, Military branch. 191, 
Undress Cuff, same as Full dress for each officer, but minus 
white slash. 

CIVIL BRANCH. 

Diagram 1G6, Inspector General of Hospitals, scarlet cloth 
between lace. 

Diagram 167, Deputy Inspector General of Hospitals, etc. 
168, Fleet Surgeon. 

Diagram 169. Staff Surgeon. 170, Surgeon. All the Medical 
Officers have scarlet cloth between the lace. 

^Diagram 171, Paymaster-in-Chief. 172, Fleet Paymaster. 
173, Staff Paymaster and Paymaster. 174, Assistant Paymaster 
of 12 years. 

Diagram 175, Assistant Paymaster of 6 years. 17G, Assistant 
Paymaster under 6 years. 

Diagram 177, Clerk and Assistant Clerk. Diagrams 171 to 
177 have white cloth between the lace. 

Diagram 178, Chief Inspector of Machinery and Inspector. 

Diagram 179, Fleet Engineer. 180, Staff Engineer and Chief 
Engineer. 

Diagram 181, Engineer of 6 years. 182, Engineer under 6 
years. 183, Assistant Engineer. 

Diagrams 178 to 183 have purple between the lace. 

Diagram 184, Naval Instructor of 15 years. 185, Naval 
Instructor over 8 years. 

Diagram 186, Naval Instructor under 8 years. Diagrams 
185,186, and 184 have the light blue between the lace. 

The undress cuff is the same as full dress for each officer but 
minus slash. 

Diagram 1ST, Chief Carpenter. 188, Carpenter of 10 years. 
189, Carpenter. 190, Royal Naval Reserve, Military branch. 
191, Royal Naval Reserve, Civil branch. 

SHOULDER STRAPS AND EPAULETTES. 

Shoulder Straps are worn on some of the Undress Garments 
and the Overcoats. The epaulettes are worn on the Full Dress 
Coats. 

lhe following is a list of officers by whom they are worn : — 
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162 . 


163. 


163. I6fc. 


166 . 


169. 


170. 


171. 


•72. 173. 174. 175. 176. 


162 . 


'Hir? 
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Diagram 208, Admiral of Fleet. 209, Admiral. 210, Vice- 
Admiral. 

Diagram 211, Rear-Admiral. 212, Commodore, 1st class. 

Diagrams 208 to 112, gold braid with blue cloth, { inch wide, 
showing on the edge. 

Diagram 213, inspector General, Hospital. Cloth edging is 
red. 214, R.N. Reserve. 

Diagram 215, Commodore, 2nd class. 216, Captain. 217, 
Commander. 

Diagram 218, Lieutenant over 8 years. 219, Lieutenant under 
8 years. 220, Sub-Lieutenant. 

Diagram 221, Chief Gunner and Chief Boatswain. 

Diagram 235, Gunner and Boatswain of over 10 years. 

These comprise the Military branch, and it will be observed 
the similarity they bear to the cuffs. 

EPAULETTES 

Diagram 200, Admiral of Fleet. 201, Admiral. 202, Vice- 
Admiral. 

Diagram 203, Rear-Admiral. 204, Commodore, 2nd class and 
Captain over 3 years. 

Diagram 205, Captain under 3 years. 206, Commander. 207, 
Lieutenant over 8 years. 

Diagram 192, Lieutenant under 8 j T ears; Sub-Lieutenant, 
Chief Gunner and Chief Boatswain. 

Diagram 193, Staff Commander. 194, Inspector General of 
Hospitals and Fleets. 

Diagram 195, Secretary to Admiral of Fleet. 196, Inspector 
of Machinery under 8 years. 197, Fleet-Surgeon. 

Diagram 198, Naval Instructor of 8 years. 199, Chief 
Carpenter. 

The illustration given is of the top decoration, the size and 
depth of the bullion fringe as illusfrated on Diagram 236 varies 
for the different ranks. 

SHOULDER STRAPS FOR CIVIL OFFICERS. 

Diagram 222, Deputy Inspector General of offices, 223, 
r leet-Surgeon. 

Diagram 224, Staff-Surgeon. 225, Surgeon. Shaded bars of 
these four, are red cloth. 

Diagram 226. Chief Inspector and Inspector of Machinery. 

Diagram 22<, Fleet Engineers. 228, Naval Instructor, 15 
years. Shaded parts of these three, blue cloth. 

229, Paymaster-in-Chief. 230, Fleet Paymaster. 
231, Staff Paymaster. 

Diagram 232, Assistant Paymaster of 12 years. 233. Assistant 
Paymaster of 6 years. 

Diagram 234, Assistant Paymaster under 6 years. Where 
there is a X at Die side of these six indicates white cloth. 
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OFFICIAL COURT DRESS. 

Diagram 236. 

1st Class Coat.—Blue cloth, S. B., stand collar, fastened up 
front with liooks and eyes. 

Nine gilt buttons placed up the right forepart, and two at the 
back. 

Gold leaf embroidery on fronts 5 inches wide. 

Skirts, backs, collar, cuffs and Haps are also embroidered to 
correspond, lined with white silk. 

The breeches worn with the coat are of white kerseymere 
with covered buttons and gilt buckles. White silk stockings. 
Shoes of patent leather with gilt buckle. Sword belt and cocked 
hat. The entire outfit for a first class official costs about £100. 


HALF-STATE OR LEVEE COAT. 

1st Class.—Blue cloth, S. B., stand collar, to button nine. 

Gold embroidery on collar, cuffs, flaps and back. Buttons at 
top of pleat, and one at the bottom, lined black silk. 

2nd Class.—Same as 1st Class, except that the embroidery is 
only 4 inches wide, “ saw edge/’ 

The Half-State Coat for the 2nd Class is same as for 1st Class, 
but with narrower embroidery and a “ saw edge. 7 ’ 

3rd, 4th, and 5th Class wear the same coat on all occasions, it 
being the same as the 2nd Class Half-State Coat, with rather 
narrower embroidery. 3rd Class, 3 inches wide, 4th Class, 2 
inches. The 5th Class has an embroidered edging, only § inch 
wide. 

Black silk velvet collar and cuffs to both State and Semi-State 
(’oats, except for King's Household, when they are of scarlet 
cloth. Trousers of blue cloth with 2£ inch gold lace are worn 
with Semi-State Coat. 

A State Coat is worn by a 3rd Class Minister only when he is a 
t el Tr^ er Majesty's household. Windsor uniform, as worn 

by His Majesty’s household at Windsor, is made of blue cloth, 
with scarlet cloth collars and cuffs. 

It is cut as an Evening Dress Coat (diagram 90). 

It has three gilt buttons on each side, two at top of hip pleats, 
and two at bottom. 
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BRITISH CONSUL AN1) CONSUL-GENERAL. 

1) ress Coat, S. 1*., button m> to throat, with nine gilt buttons. 

Stand collar and cults of black silk velvet, embroidered with 
silver, which is also placed on flaps and back with gold edges. 

Made of blue cloth and lined with black silk. 

The Vice-Consul’s coat is embroidered on cuffs and collar 

only. 

Consular-Agents’ coat the same as Vice-Consul’s, but with 
plain velvet cuffs. 


UNOFFICIAL COURT DRESS. 

Diagram 239. 

Generally' made of black silk velvet and trimmed with steel 
buttons. 

It may be made of mulberry or claret cloth, in which case the 
buttons are bright gilt, with a dead crown or centre. 

S. B. Coat with stand collar, front to meet but not to button. 

Six gilt or steel buttons down right forepart. 

Mock button-holes on left. 

One button at top and one at bottom of each pleat. 

Lined through with black silk. 

If made of cloth, the flaps, cuffs and collar are embroidered 
with gold. 

The vest worn with this is cut in the no collar style (see 
diagram 60) to button four. 

It may be made of velvet or white marcel la. 

If of mulberry cloth it is edged with gold lace § wide. 

Velvet breeches accompanying the above when worn at balls 
ami drawing rooms. 

Trousers are sometimes worn at levees and dinners. 

Black silk cocked hat, with black silk cockade, gold lace 
loons and button. Black silk stockings, gilt or steel buckles 
on shoes, to match buttons. 

Sword in black scabbard. The mounts to match buttons, 
steel or gilt. 

Black silk shoulder belt and frog to match cloth. 

This is the style of dress worn by Provincial Mayors, and for 
all who attend Court who are not entitled to wear Official Court 
Dress or Military or Naval Uniforms. 


COAT CUTTING. 


121 


A -T 


_i. \ 

/ 

/ \ 

/ y^V 

✓ Z/ \ 

\ \ ' 'T^ 

\o J 3 £\' 

v- \ \ 

\ / *v 


7v f2~ ~ -£J\ 

IV l n _Q> 


A UNOFFh 

/ 

/ t _ 7 

1 3 W? 82 

V>r k jy — 

'JALiOUPJURESS. 

\ D1A.239. ® I 

\ ^ J I 

rP---»/** 

"^777- 

/l &= 
/ , 1 ^ 

j -•*- 

1 1 

1 l 

b 1 
fe y’ j9 

1 

1 1 

1 1 


i 

1 

1 

<s f _3_ 1 



Iv 












122 


VINCENTS SYSTEMS OF 





COATEE FOR COUNTY LIEUTENANT. 


Diagram 241. 

This is made of scarlet cloth. 

D- B., stand collar, nine buttons up each front. 

Skills faced with white (see diagram 242). 

< ollar of blue cloth, embroidered flap at waist (as d 


iagram 


Device of rose, shamrock and thistle at bottom of skirt 
(see diagram 242). 

Diagram 244 shows the cuff of Lord-Lieutenant. 

Diagram 245, the Deputy-Lieutenant’s cuff. 

Diagram 243 is the skirt flap for the Lord-Lieutenant. 

I he cuff for the Deputy-Lieutenant is finished quite plain. 

The coatee worn bv the Lieutenant of the City of London is of 
tlie same pattern as that worn by the Lord-Lieutenant, but with 
a few distinctive emblems associated with the City of London. 
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DRESS COAT FOR PROFESSIONAL MEN. 

Diagram 24(>. 

The coat worn by the Speaker and other officials of the House 
of Commons, K.C.’s, and similar professional men is that shown 
on diagrams 279 and 280. 

It is cut S. B., with a stand collar to meet at front of breast, 
and fastened with hooks and eyes. 

Six rows of braid with buttons at end to imitate notched 
holes. 

It is cut about 36A long for 5 ft. 8in. figure. 

The fronts are sharply cut away above and below the breast. 

Diagram 247 shows the style of cuff generally worn on this 
coat. 

This is also the coat worn for dress purposes by dignitaries of 
the Church. 
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Cut single-breasted, buttoning five up the front, with neat 
turn, made from Red Cloth or Black Melton, Body Lined Wool; 
skirt lined same as outside; edges double stitched. 

I he principal points are all found as usual, 3 inches is allowed 
over the half breast measure from construction line to breast line, 
and 1 2 inch button stand beyond that. To produce the spring 
ol skirt drop down 5 inches from waist line in front, and square 
trom this and hips, and measure down 9 inches, and go out 
as previously described. To get run of front measure down 
lorn hip button 5, and square by this point and waist line, 
adding on ^ inches extra spring at bottom. 
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ETON JACKET. 

Diagram 289. 

The Eton Jacket bears Hie same relation to youths that the 
Frock and Dress Coats do to men. 

The back is cut on the erease and usually finished with a 
point the bottom being curved up over the hips. 

The back is cut about li at waist, and the length extended 
inches below the waist line. 

Three buttons are the usual number put up the front, but it 
is very exceptional for them to be worn fastened. 

The lapel rolling low, the gorge is lowered as for a Dress 
Coat. 

Care must, be taken to avoid making the lapel too heavy. 

Plenty of spring must be given to the hips, and it is usual 
to provide a good inlay or turn up all along the bottom. 

One or two inside breast pockets are inserted, but otherwise 
this garment is finished plain. 

For school wear, a no-collar vest is generally worn. 

For dress purposes a roll collar, open low style, is adopted. 

Trousers worn with Eton Jackets should fit closed in the 
seat. 

They must not have seat pieces or darts, and are most success¬ 
ful when finished with cross pockets. 

BOYS’ LOUNGE JACKETS. 

These are cut on the same lino as men’s, with the omission 
of the fish from the under-arm and the amount of suppression 
taken out. between back and forepart ot waist, reduced to ^ or J 
inch. See diagram of Lounge on page 55. 
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SAILOR BLOUSE. 

Diagram 28-1. 

Di aw line, 0, 1G. 

0 to 2, 4 depth of scye. 

0, G, depth of scye. 

0, 12, natural waist length. 

12 to 1G, 4 inches. 

12 to 1, 1 inch. 

Draw centre of back from 0 through 1. 

Draw lines at right angles to 0, 2, 6, 12. 

0 to 2 * one-twelfth breast. 

Come up § and shape back neck. 

2 to 5, width of back plus seams. 

G to 7, J breast plus 1 and 12 to 8, 1 inch more. 

G to 14, half breast plus 2 inches. 

14 to 9, the across chest measure. 

Find F, either by square or sweeps, if by the latter only, add 
f for the second sweep. 

9 to F equals the front shoulder measure, less width of 
back neck. 

The over-shoulder, less G, AY of back, gives the quantity from 
9 to D. 

F to V, one-twelfth breast and A* to I the same quantity. 

Draw’ breast line from V through 14 to bottom straight. 

Let side overlap from 8 to G, 2 inches. 

Add on 1 inch button stand, and complete as diagram. 

Sleeve (diagram 2S(*d 0 to 2 one-twelfth breast. 

0 to 134, length desired. 

2 to 7, half scye, plus 1 to 14 inches. 

13i to 54, 4 breast, plus 14. 

Diagram 287 shows the cuff. 

Diagram 284, the sailor collar. 

7 to 2 and 7 to 8, J breast. 

G agrees with opening of the jacket. 

Diagram 285 shows the round cape collar, now so popular. 

BOYS' NORFOLK JACKETS. 

These are cut on exactly the same lines as described on page 
GO, for men. Boys being, as a rule, large in the waist, no fish 
should be taken out under the arm. The allowance over the 
half chest and waist measures should be in harmony with the 
degree of ease desired, as a rule, say 24 inches. 

It is always well to bear in mind that boys* clothing should 
be cut to fit easily. 

BOYS’ VESTS AND KNICKERS. 

The system for producing these is the same as is described 
in Part I. for men, the proportion being tlio same in each case. 


COAT CUTTING. 


127 



























1*28 VINCENT’S SYSTEMS OF COAT CUTTING* 


Embroiderers’ Addresses:—Messrs. W. Jones & Co., Golden 
Square, London, W.; Messrs. Firmin & Co., St. Martin’s Lane, 
London, W.C.; Messrs. Stillwell & Sons, Sackville Street, 
London, W. 

CONCLUSION. 

In the foregoing pages I have described the cutting of all 
the leading styles of Jackets and other three-seam Garments, 
Body Coats, etc. 

I have endeavoured to infuse as many practical details 
as possible in the diagrams, so that 1 might keep the written 
description as brief as possible. The system of drafting is t he 
same in them all; so that only slight variations are necessary to 
adapt the system to the various styles. This must prove a 
great advantage to the student, enabling him to make rapid 
progress, as well as most advantageous to the experienced 
practitioner. I have endeavoured to condense the cream of 
my experience into these pages, and as I have had very 
exceptional opportunities in the past, I venture to hope it may 
prove a real practical help to the various members of the trade. 
Such at least is the wish of 

Yours fraternally, 

TV. D. F. VINCENT. 


Vincent’s Systems of 
Cutting all kinds of 
Tailor-Made Garments. 
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INCLUDING THOSE WORN BY NAVAL AND MILITARY OFFICERS, 
LIVERY SERVANTS, ETC. ; ALSO 
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SYSTEMS OF CUTTING 
Overcoats. 


INTRODUCTION. 

TJie variation of temperature experienced in England, makes an 
Overcoat a necessity. 

The cutting of Overcoats forms the subject of this Part. 

Overcoats require several adaptations from Lounges. 

First, they require to be quite a size larger to enable them 
to go over the undercoat. 

They require additional length of front shoulder for the 
increase consequent on the building up of the round of shoulder 
by the extra thickness of the undercoat. 

My readers will at once recognise the difference between 
adding an extra layer to a round to adding an extra layer to 
a Hat surface. 

In the former case the circumference is increased, in the 
latter the length over the surface remains the same. 

For this reason, a longer front balance is necessary for over¬ 
coats than for undercoats. 

Extra spring is necessary round the hips, to provide room 
for the wearer when walking. 

the fronts are usually provided with extra overlap. 

The sleeves have to be cut wider and slightly longer. 

THE MEASURES. 

'there are two methods of taking the chest, waist and hip 
measures. 

The one is to take them over the vest as for an undercoat, and 
make provision for its going over the undercoat whien cutting. 

I lie second is io take these measures over the undercoat. 

Either method will prove successful, but I prefer to take 
them over the vest only, as then my measures are uniform for 
all garments. (Figures 1 and 2.) 
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Uie simplest measures for an overcoat are :—(1) Nape to 
natural waist, 1 to 3. 

(2) Nape to full length, 1 to 4. 

(3) Width of back (half), 5 to 6. 

(4) Continue to elbow, 5 to 7. 

(o) Continue to cuff 5, (5, 7 and 8. 

(b) Size of chest. 

(7) Size of waist. 

(8) Size of hips. 

DIRECT MEASURES (Figure 3). 

Tn addition to these I advise the taking of four extra 
measures. 

These are known as (1) Depth of scye. (2) Across chest. (3) 
Front shoulder, and (4) Over-shoulder. 

These enable the cutter to accurately locate the scye, adjust 
the balance to the requirements of the figure, and obtain the 
right slope of the shoulder. 

To take these measures—first place the square close up to the 
armpit (see figure 3) or a close as it is desired the garment 
shall come. 

See that the long arm of square 11, 14 is upright. 

1 hen make a mark at top of square at 11 and 13. 

Now go to the back of the customer and place the corner of 
square on 13; see that the long arm is upright and make a mark 
al 2. 
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The depth of scye measure is taken from nape 1 to 2. 

The across measure is taken from front of scye 9, to front of 
scye on opposite side, 10, Figure 2. 

The front shoulder is taken from nape point 1 to bottom of 
scye at front, point 11, Figure 3. 

Carefully avoid any looseness, or, in other words, keep this 
measure rather to the tight side. 

The over-shoulder is taken from depth of scye on back point 
2 over 12 and down to the bottom of front of scye front 11, 
also rather closely. 

When taking this last measure it will be well to note if the 
coat over which the measure is taken is built up with shoulder 
pads. 

These measures may be taken with absolute accuracy by Hie 
exercise of ordinary care. 

Some cutters find the level of depth of seye on the back by 
putting the tape over the shoulders, saddle fashion, and bring¬ 
ing the ends back under the scye, 1 ill they meet in the centre 
of back. 

They then insert a pin or make a chalk mark, and measure 
as above. 

The former plan ensures the most certain accuracy, the latter 
is the most expeditious. 

A complete scale of average measures will be found in Part 

If. 
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FLY FRONT CHESTERFIELD. 

Diagram 248. 

Measures: 9, 17, 40, 6|, 20, 32, 8, 12L 17< 30* 32. 

The cliest. and waist measures taken over vest only. 

Overcoat allowances: Back £ inch wider, waist 4 inch longer. 
Front and over-shoulder $ inch longer* across cliest $ wider. An 
extra inch allowed over chest* waist and hips. Side deepened £ 
inch. More spring given to bottom of side seam. Sleeve cut 
4 inch wider at elbow and cuff. 

System : (Diagram 248). Draw line 0, 40, 0, 3. 

0 to 3, 4 depth of scye. 

0 to 9, depth of scye. 

0 to 174, natural waist, plus 4 inch. 

17£ to 204, 9 inches more or less according to taste and length 
of garment. 

0 to 40, full length, plus two seams. 

Draw lines at right angles to these points. 

0 to 3*, one-twelfth breast. 

3 to 7J, width of back, plus 1 inch. 

9 to 214, half chest, plus 34. 

21 to 13£, the across chest measure, is taken plus $ inch. 

Find the neck point by the new Registered Square, placing it 
on depth of scye line, as shown; and marking up to F from 
13£ the front shoulder measure, less width of back neck, plus $. 

It may be found by sweeping by this quantity from F, and 
making a second sweep from 214, adding 1 inch to the former 
quantity used. 

Measure up from 13£ to ]) the over-shoulder measure, less 
9 W of the hack. 

F, D, £ inch less than back shoulder. 

Shape scye as shown, sinking it 4 inch below depth of scve 
line. ~ r J 

F to V, one-twelfth breast. 

V to I, same, or to taste. 

Tf there is a back seam, hollow back at waist 

If whole back, draw straight line 0 to 40. 

If Sac back, as dot and dash line, marking out at 204, 1 
inch. 

TV idth at back of waist, 4 breast, plus i inch. 

Square down and shape up to back scye as shown. 

lake out about 1 inch suppression at waist, and get spring 
over hips by marking forward from 7J, 0 inches and dropping 

Squaring 7£ E by 7J 1. 
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Ftr Front 
Chesterfield . 
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If desired to fit closely take out fish of A or 1 inch under 
arm, and make up waist to not less than 3A over half waist 
measure. 

G is J longer from waist line than 40 is. 

For fly front add on 2 inches, and terminate fly about 8 inches 
below waist. 

Shape lapel to taste, keeping: it well up at front. 

Give plenty of length to the fall edge of collar. 



F.F CHESTER 


YOKED OVERCOATS. 

Ike Overcoats of the last season were in many cases finished 
with yokes. 

The method of cutting these is to mark the yoke of the 
desired shape on back and forepart, cut it off, allow for two 
seams, by adding on A inch at the top of the part where the 
yoke has been cut off. 

Some of the overcoats have been cut with the shoulder seam 
right on the top of the shoulder. 

In order to obtain this, cut off 1 inch from the shoulder of 
forepart and neck, and 1\ at scye end, adding what is cut off from 
the front to the back. 

A seam is also carried down the top side sleeve. 

provide for this, cut the top side sleeve up, where it is 
desired for the seam to come, and add on A inch to provide for 
the seams. 

Ihese coats are usually finished with vertical pockets, the 
mouths starting about 1 inch below the waist, and are made 
about 6A or ( inches deep. 
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SEAMS AND STRAPPINGS. 

Another marked feature in the Overcoats of the past season was 
the double stitched raised seams, used with such excellent 
effect on the Tweeds which were so popular. 

In cutting for these, the only provision necessary is to allow 
a good inlay on the under part, so that the stitching may have 
some foundation. 

On faced cloths, strappings were freely used from | to 2 
inches wide; they were placed down the centre of the back and 
across the back to imitate yokes. They were generally cut from 
the width of the material, so that the way of the wool might 
contrast. This, however, is a matter of taste. 


FUR LININGS. 

Fur linings were freely used. Sable, Astrachan and other 
furs were also used. To make provision for these an addition of 
1 to 2 inches a side is necessary, otherwise they are cut as usual. 
The collar for fur lined overcoats is usually of the Roll type. The 
fronts are often trimmed with braid and" olivette buttons. The 
fronts are fastened with loops of braid which go over the 
Barrel buttons. 


THE OVERCOAT SLEEVE. 

Diagram 250. Page 137. 

Find points from scye as for undercoat. 0, 5, the same as 
from centre of back to front of scve in draft, less back width. 

0 to 1, 1 inch. 

Back pitch 2 inches below shoulder seam. 

Front pitch f above scye line. 

1 to 9J, as scye from A to 8 and D to B. 

0, 4§, is half way. 

Mark off length to elbow and cuff, adding not less than £ inch 
for seams of back and sleeve. 

Make elbow i inch less than fourth breast and cuff, 1 inch 
more than ^ breast, or to taste. 

^ Hollow forearm 1 inch, and sweei) cuff by 9J from 7 to 
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DOUBLE-BREASTED SAC. 

Diagram 249. 

Of the various styles of Overcoats that have retained their 
popularity any length of time, the D. B. Sac must certainly 
take an important place. 

It is a favourite for driving, coaching, etc., and when made 
from Drab Beaver or Melton has a very stylish appearance. 

The whole back I have illustrated is marked \ inch from 
construction line, but otherwise all the points are found as 
described for the Fly Front Chester, on page 132. 

Looseness is imparted to the body part by allowing the fore¬ 
part to overlap the back 1 or lb at waist, and drawing the side- 
seam straight through. 

If a little more fulness is desired in back, mark out from ITi, 
- or 1 inch, and draw centre of back through from 0 to 
bottom. 

Draw breast line straight down from 21i, and add on about 
oi for overlap. 

rhe lapel is made pointed, and it should always be borne in 
mind that the lapel between I and 25 is shaped according to 
taste, and in no way governs the fit. 

A Y is sometimes taken out of front of gorge as at A, but 
this is quite optional. 

Fhe buttons are placed as far behind the breast line as the 
holes are in front of it, when the edge is made up. 

This means that the breast line on the left forepart should 
come exactly over the breast line of the right forepart. 

The ticket pocket is placed on the level of the waist, and the 
hip pockets about 4J inches below waist, 

THieo the seams are lapped the rule is to let the left overlap 
1 he right, the back overlap the front, and the top sidesleeve over¬ 
lap the under. 
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THE RAGLAN. 

Diagram 251. 

Tlie special feature of the Raglan is the shape of the shoulder, 
and its general looseness in the body. 

I have already described liow to give looseness in the body, 
so will confine my comments to the shoulders. 

The dotted outlines show the ordinary Chesterfield shape. 

From this reduce 4 inch at 3, and about 14 at 8, curving it 
down to bottom of scye as diagram. 

F to A about. 1 inch, and from this curve down to front of 
scye, as shown. 

RAGLAN SLEEVE. 

Diagram 252. 

Draft sleeve as for ordinary Chester. 

Square up from 4£ to A. 

Sake it the same width as the shoulder, f to S. 

A to D. 1 inch and shape as shown. 

Make 4f a pivot, and sweep from A to B. making it about 
£ breast. 

B to C, 4 inch more than F. A. 

Measure up from L to A of the forepart and make to C a 
trifle longer, so as to provide a little for fulling on. 

See that curve of B, C harmonises with A of forepart. 

Sometimes the seam is continued down topside to cutf. this 
is a matter of taste. 

FLY FRONT FROCK. 

Diagram 253. 

Tlie Frock Overcoat promises to be one of the most popular 
styles of the immediate future. 

The Frock Overcoat has been a favourite from time to time. 
I therefore give a diagram and description of cutting it. 

All the points are found in the same way as described for the 
Chesterfield, even to the adding on of 2 inches to the front. 

The principal variation is in the position of the seams. 

The back is found by measuring in from 174. 4 inch. 

The width of back scye and back waist are made about 24 
inches. 

i he sideseam is hollowed 4 inch from angle line. 

The waist is suppressed 14 between back and side body, and 
1 inch between sidebody and forepart. 

The waist seam is hollowed up 1 inch. 

The skirt is formed by dropping down from B 3 inches, and 
squaring by 3 A, going down 9 inches and out 1, as for Frock 
Coats. 

Get run of front by marking down 3 inches* and squarintr by 
this point and B. ' 
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Add J above line at C, and complete as shown. 

The pocket is marked on the diagram vertically, but they are 
often put in with a flap across waist. 

If this coat is made D. B., the lapel is cut separately, as for 
a Frock Coat, as shown in Part II. The forepart being cut off 
at the breast line. 

D. B. ULSTER. 

Diagram 2o8. The points are all marked in figures, and are 
all found as previously described. 

Hood, Diagram 259. Place back and forepart down as per 
dotted line. 

C to B, 3 or 4 inches. 

A to F, 14 inches. 

F to G, 13 inches, complete as diagram. 

Diagram 260. Collar for Ulster; extra length is given to fall 
edge, coming down from 2 to 3, 1 to 14 inches. 

Diagram 261 is another Hood. 

Place back down, and continue curve of neck round from 0 
to 8. 

0 to 14, 14 inches. 

14 to 2, 2 inches. 

14 to 13, 11 inches. 

Diagram 262, Prussian collar, 0, 8, half back. 

8 to 1, 1 inch. 

0, 1 J, depth of stand. 

§£, depth of fall. 

Sewing to seam is hollow. 
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CORPULENT CHESTERFIELD. 

Diagram 256. 

Measures: 11, 184, 40, 9, 21, 33,114, 17, 23, 50, 54. 

0, 31, 4 depth of scye. 

0,11, depth of scye. 

0, 19, natural waist length, plus 4 inch. 

19, 28, 9 inches. 

0, 40, full length, plus 2 seams. 

Hollow back seam £, and mark out at 26, 1 inch. 

0 to 44, one-twelfth breast. 

3f, 10, width of back, plus 1 inch. 

11 to 124, 4 breast. 

Square down from 12J to 124 on waist line. 

Now fix disproportion—waist should be 4 inches less than 
chest, thus—50, 46 difference between 46 and 54, 8 inches, 
which gives the amount of disproportion. 

We place 4 disproportion at sides, and this first operates by 
filling up the fish of 1 inch. 

We locate the other by measuring forward from 124 to 12§, 
£ disproportion less the 1 inch provided for in fish. 

Square line from 124 to 284 by 224, 12|. 

Find 164 by measuring back the X chest measure, plus §. 

Locate neck point by square or sweeps, as usual. 

1 to 9, is 4 breast, plus 4* 

Take out 4 or 4 a t side seam and get spring over hips by 
measuring in from 94, 6 inches and dropping 1. 

Measure up waist to measure, and 34 to I, and draw breast 
line straight from Y through 284 and I. 

Next square down from I to L at right angles. 

Then finish true breast line midway between L and K at 

Mark pocket 4 inches below waist line. 

X is half way between side and breast line. 

B is half inch back, and flap is placed half way on either side, 

E, G is parallel to I, L, and E. H, is parallel to I, J. 

The paper pattern is then cut up from G to E, E to C, and C 
to M. 

G is then brought over to H, and the garment is cut in that 
style, so that the shape is as diagram 257, there being no seam 
below the pocket in the garment. 

This is the best method of avoiding surplus material below 
waist, in tlxree-seam garments for corpulent figures. 
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Ill cutting the sleeve avoid getting it too wide, so do not 
cut it quite up t*> the proportions given. 

There should not be too much fulness at the sleeve head. 

The sleeve should not hang too forward. 

The same provision must be made in cutting the lining as 
in the forepart. 

The fly terminates about S inches below waist line. 
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NAVAL BOAT CLOAK. 


Diagram 2G3. 

Tlie Official Regulations for this garment are somewhat vague, 
for they simply say:—' The same shape as the waterproof, but 
without sleeves, blue cloth, the cape lined with white, and the 
coat lined with black.'’ 

The Regulations for the AVaterproof referred to state:—“To 
l>e of the shape and colour of the Admiralty pattern/’ 

The diagram will, however, supply what is wanting. 

From this it will be gathered that this cloak i 9 a caped-over 
garment, without sleeves. 

The cape is made detachable. 

The cutting of this garment is as follows : — 

Body part same as easy-fitting Chesterfield, but with the scve 
lowered to within about 2 inches of the waist. 

The cape is cut by the body part, as follows: — 

The shoulder is raised 1 inch as 1 and 2. 

From 9 mark across J breast to 12. 

Draw a line straight from 2 through 12 to 3. 

Add on 1^ at back of waist. 

Take off the same from front shoulder at 4, 5, as has been added 
to back. 

Let forepart overlap back 0 inches. 

Draw seams down to 6. 

Add on 2 inches at bottom of front, and complete as shown. 


SCARBOROUGH CLOAK. 


^ A Cloak of the same style as above is often used by Civilians. 
Check Cheviots being very suitable for these. They are easy 
to put on, or take off, and being easy fitting are veiy suitable 
for travelling purposes. 

Ihe cutting is irt every respect the same as Diagram 2G3. The 
depth of scye below line 9, 214 being quite a matter of taste. 

Ibis diagram shows the front made up to button through. 
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NAVAL GREAT COAT. 
Diagram 264. 


Official Regulations : —“ Great coat to be worn over full dress 
and oilier uniform by all classes of officers.” Blue twilled clotli, 
length to come 14 inches from the ground, double-breasted. Six 
uniform buttons up each side, the bottom one not to come below 
the level of the hips, lwo pockets with Haps across the fronts 
at hips. A pleat down the back with an opening at the bottom, 
18 inches long, with a ffy and four small plain buttons. A 
cloth strap behind, with a button hole at each end, 8 inches 
apart, and two corresponding uniform buttons to confine the 
waist to the required size. Stand and fall collar, with hook 
and eye in collar seam, edges to be double stitched. 

hen a sword is worn with the great coat, it is 
to be hooked up, the scabbard passing through a slit 
in the side of the coat, and the hilt outside except in bad 
weather, when the sword may be trailed and the belt worn 
outside. 

Ihe diagram is self-explanatory, 8 inches being left on beyond 
centre of back to form the box pleat. 

The top of pleat is held in position with a triangular tack. 

It is lined down to the hips. 

Ihe expanding pleat idea has been utilised for Motor and 
other over-garments, the extra room so provided for the seat 
being very appropriate. 

I have seen many ulsters made up in a similar style to 
this, but with a yoke across the top of back, the pleat starting 
from the points at centre of bottom part of yoke. 
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UVIRY-O'COAT 

LIVERY OVERCOAT. 

Diagram 265. 

The Livery Overcoat is a D. 13. Frock, generally made to 
fasten up to the neck with a Prussian collar, but sometimes made 
with a collar and turn. 

Those for Coachmen have flaps on the hips and are cut to reach 
to the middle of the top boots. 

Those for the footmen are cut to reach to within 7 inches of 
the ground. 

There are no flaps on the hips, but the pockets are put in the 
pleats. 

Ticket pocket in waist seam. 

Grooms’ Overcoats are cut to just cover the knee and have 
pockets and pleats. 

All have side edges, 12 inches long. 

The body part is lined with woollen. 

The skirts are lined with shalloon and the sleeves with linen. 

The buttons up the left forepart are plugged, and the top 
button arranged so that the end of the collar can be put under 
it. ^ 

The left gorge has to be lowered £ inch in making up the 
neck when they are finished with a Prussian collar. 

The cuff is generally finished with five rows of stitching 
(diagram 266). 

The edges are double stitched. 

Sometimes the seams are slated and double-stitched. 

The diagram is self-explanatory, and the only part that I 
need to refer to is that A * is as much above the waist seam as B 
is below it. 

The front of the skirt being drawn at right angles to hip 
button and A. 
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INVERNESS (in. two styles). 

Diagram 267. 

System :—0, 3£, J scye depth. 

0, 9, scye depth. 

0, 17natural waist, plus A inch. 

0, 50, full length, plus 2 seams. 

0, 3, one-twelfth breast. 

3|, 7f, width of back, plus 1. 

9, 21 i, half chest, plus 3A. 

21A. 13J, across chest, plus 

Find point F by Registered Square or by sweeps, adjusting 
the length by front shoulder, plus §. 

Find point D by measuring up from 13£ the over-slioulder 
measure, plus £ but minus 9 W of back. 

The width of the shoulder is usually made about 1A. 

F to V and V to I one-twelfth, checking the size of neck. 
Square down from 21A and add on 1A inches for button 
stand. 

Mark back from 17A. f to 1 and draw centre of back. 

Square down from 7| and let front overlap back 1 inch at waist, 
and draw sideseam and scye as shown. 

The wing add on 1A at bottom of fronts. 

F, I, same as front. 

F, D> A less than 7f of back. 

Draw line from 7f through 0. 
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Find length by applying sleeve measure from and complete 
as diagram. 

The dotted lines indicate the old style. 

The back is cut. wider, 3 inches being added at depth of scye 
line. 

The cape is cut rather smaller and without a V on the 
shoulder. 

Prussian collar as shown on Diagram 293. 

'The wing is sewn in with the sideseam. 

The pockets are usually patched. 

x 
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THE MOTOR OVERCOAT. 

Special Features : Loose fitting, with, plenty of room round seat 
and below, plenty of overlap at front. Buttoning lip to throat 
with Prussian collar. Turn back cult's to sleeves. Wind cults 
inside. 

Draw liue 0, 50, 0, * : >. 

0 to 3, ^ depth of scye. 

0 to 9, depth of scye. 

0 to 174, natural waist length, plus A inch. 

0 to 20, 9 inches below waist length. 

0to50, full length plus \ inch. 

Draw line at right angles to 3, 9 174, 50. 

0 to *•», one-twelfth breast. 

3 to 8, width of back, plus 1 inch. 

9 to 24, 4 chest, plus G inches. This will allow 44 inches for 
making up easy, and will be sufficient for a good thick lining, 
and li inch V taken out under the arm. 

24 to 15i across chest, measure, plus 4 inch. 

Find neck point by Registered Square, making 154 to F the 
front shoulder, plus 4 inch, but less width of back neck. 

154 to D, the over-shoulder, plus 4 inch, less 9 W of 
back. 

Sink scye | inch below line, and take out li inch A', running 
it off to nothing, 4 inches below waist. 

Thus, A' provides room for sitting down, and at the same time 
keeps the front close* at the lap. 

V to D, trifle less than f 8 of back. 

F to A’ and V to I, one-twelfth breast. 

Connect V with 24, and shape gorge from F to I. 

Find spring at bottom of sideseam by coming in from 7, G 
inches, and dropping 14, and squaring by this line. 

Square down from 24 for breast line, excepl in case of 
corpulency, when the waist must be made up to measure, plus 
4 inches. 

Add on lapel G inches at top, 4 inches at waist and 8 inches 
at bottom or thereabouts. 

The collar diagram is self-explanatory. The figures repre¬ 
senting inches. The inside collar is continued on the rigid 
side to form a tab. 

The sleeve is cut as previously described and is usually 
finished with a turn back cuff, and finished on the inside with 
wind cuffs, which are brought close to the wrist by a piece of 
elastic. 

The pockets are -mit in with a vertical welt and to be kept 
fairly high and well forward. 
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UNIFO liM OVERCOAT. 

As worn by the drivers and conductors on the London United 
Tramways Company. 

Special feature:—1). 13.’ Hap pockets on hips, ticket pocket 
flap, five gilt buttons up front; the top one coining between 
collar and lapel. Seam down back, with slit at bottom. Piping 
of blue, round cuff, 3£ inches from bottom. Gilt badges on 
collar, lined black Italian cloth. 

The system: — 

0 , 3, £ scye depth. 

0, 9, depth of scye. 

0 , 17£, natural waist length, plus £ inch. 

2(>, 9 inches below IT A, or thereabouts. 

0 to 40, full length plus £ inch. 

0 to *3, one-twelfth breast. 

*3 to 4 , J inch. 

3 to 8 , width of back, plus 1 inch. 

9 to 7£» width of back, £ inch. 

9 to 21 A, half chest, plus 3£ inches. 

21 £ to 13J across chest measure, plus 

Find neck point, by Registered Square or by sweeps. 

13 A- to F, front shoulder measure, plus £ inch less 0 to ?. 

13£ to 1), the over-shoulder measure, plus £ inch less, 9 W 
of back. 

F to D, a trifle less than f to 8 . 

F, V, and Y, I, each one-twelfth breast. 

Sink scye £ inch below depth of scye line. 

For proportionate waist, square down from 21£. 

Add on button stand 3£ inches, and shape lapel to taste, and, 
if thought desirable, take out Y as shown. 

Hollow back seam * to £ inch, and make back £ breast, plus 
A inch at waist. 

Take out £ to f as from 7 to 7£. 

Obtain spring over hips by marking in from 7f, 0 inches to 
14. dropping down 1 and squaring bottom of sideseam by 7J, 1. 

Square across from 40, and lengthen front at bottom f inch. 

If a smarter fit is desired at waist, take out fish under the 
arm, placing it about 3 inches from sideseam. 

The pockets of those coats should be of strong material. 

The Driver’s Coats are usually lined with woollen material. 
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THE GOLF CAPE. 

Special Features: Whole back; seajn over shoulders; 
usually fastens down front with buttons; Prussian collar; kept 
in position by shoulder straps fastened to the back neck. 

System: —Capes are easiest cut by the pattern of the coat they 
are to be worn over. 1 have taken Chesterfield pattern for 
my purpose in diagram. 

Lay back and forepart patterns down with shoulder points 
touching and the centre of back and breast-line of forepart 
arranged at right angles. Mark round the parts as indicated by 
dotted line, and draw angle line A, It, N. 

Add A inch at B and draw centre of back from A to B. 

Add on 1 inch from C to 1), and G to H of back. 

I ake oft 1 inch from E to F and G to H of the forepart. 

Draw line from It through H to I. 

Make I to J and I to K about 2 inches more or less in harmony 
with amount of fulness desired. 

Draw side seam straight from 17 to J and H to Iv. 

Adjust length as follows : — 

A, B, to measure, plus J inch. 

11,1, 2 A inches less than A. B. 

F, L, same as A, B. 

For button through mid 1J inches in front of breast line as 

A, 0. 

If to be worn with coat arranged with a turn, lower gorge at 

M. to run with crease row, and cut away front as M, L, accord¬ 
ing to style desired, as dot and dash line. 

If 1). B. front desired, addon oi inches beyond dotted line 

N. O. J 

I he dash line P, Q represents front edge of fly front Chester¬ 
field. 

Ihe_ shoulder straps are made up 2 inches wide, and from 
4h to of) inches long, arranged to fasten with buttons and boles. 

\\ hen they are made to cross over the breast in front they 
must be cut longer. 

Arm-holes are sometimes arranged in the foreparts, especially 
when they are used for Motoring, and in these cases sleeve 
ciifts are inserted. 

hor hoods to be worn with this (see Diagrams 259 and 201) 
and for Prussian collar (see Diagram 202). 
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THE COVERT COAT. 


Special Features: Fly front, generally whole back; slits at 
bottom of sideseams; seams frequently raised; culfs generally 
finished with five rows of stitching; tab arranged under collar; 
number of pockets optional: usually two Harp hip pockets; 
ticket pocket, flap; and one breast pocket flap: usually lined, but 
sometimes made up with only buggy across top of back, and 
facings through forepart. 

The system for cutting is the same as for Chesterfield, the 
diagram being self-explanatory in this respect. 

When cut with a whole hack, £ inch less allowance should be 
made for seams. 

The allowance beyond the breast line for fly front is 2 inches, 
this being a lighter coat than the Chesterfield. 

For raised seams an inlay should be left on tlio part that goes 
under, and the following are the rules for overlapping: — 

Left back over right, back over forepart at sideseam, back 
over forepart at shoulder seam, body over sleeve at scye, top 
side over undersleeve at both hind and forearm. 

Sometimes the forearm seam is left plain. 

If it is desired to finish it raised, the two rows of sewing may 
be put in before joining the sleeves, turning in the edge and 
stitching down, and then sewing the top and underside sleeves 
together by ordinary sewing. 



MILITARY OVERCOATS. 

Diagram 208. 

Ihe new pattern Military Overcoat is of the Raglan pattern, 
as may be gathered from Diagram 208 
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The following are tlie leading features: — 

D. B., length to 12 inches from ground; stand and fall collar; 

inch inverted pleat from neck to waist, turn back culls to 
sleeve, G inches deep; two hip pockets with vertical openings, 
10 inches deep; four buttons up each front, about GA 
apart; top buttons 8 inches apart; bottom buttons four; slit at 
bottom of back seam, fastening with two buttons. Back strap 
irom side seam, fastening with three holes and buttons. 

Shoulder straps edged as follows : — 

Staff :—Red cloth, two broad stripes. 

Cavalry:—} inch yellow. 

Royal Artillery:—] inch dark blue, with loop of scarlet 
braid. 

Engineers:—£ inch scarlet loop, blue braid. 

Infantry: inch scarlet. 

A rmy Service (\>rps : \ inch white. 

R. A. Medical Corps:- -] inch white loop of cherry braid. 

Army Pay Department:—£ inch white loop of yellow 
braid. 

Army Ordnance: —J- inch white loop of scarlet braid. 

Army \ eterinary:—J inch white loop of maroon braid. 

I rovost-Marshal:—1 inch white, with loop of black. 

Inspector of Army Schools:—J inch light blue. 

Badges of Rank, worn on shoulder end of strap. 

Eined oil shoulders and through sleeves only. 

Material:—Milled drab mixture. 

I or Mounted Officers extra spring is added at sides and 
front. 

hour inches being added to both back and forepart, and 8 
inches at the front, as per dot and dash line. 

1 lie system for the shoulders is the same as already described 
lor Raglan. 

inches is added for ease and making up. 

An additional 2 inch is given to the front to provide extra 
ease at that part, as from 21A to 22]. 

I he waist belt is cut 2A inches wide. 

For rank badges to go on shoulder strap see diagrams in Part 
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The sleeve is shown on Diagram 269, and is drafted on the 
same plan as described for Diagram 252. 

i he width at elbow and cuff being adjusted as shown. 

The collar is cut as shown on Diagram 209 A. 

Stand 2 inches, fall 6 inches. 


HOUSEHOLD CAVALRY CLOAK. 


As will be gathered from Diagram 2T2, this garment is a very 
loose fitting S. B. Cloak. 

For the 1st Life Guards it is of scarlet, with blue cloth collar 
and cape, and scarlet lining to waist. 

For the 2nd Life Guards it is of scarlet cloth, with blue 
cloth cape, scarlet cloth collar and scarlet shalloon lining to Ihe 
waist. 


hor the Royal Horse Guards it is of blue cloth, with scarlet 
cloth collar, and scarlet Rattinet lining. 

Ihe shoulder straps are of the same material as the garment, 
with small button at top. 

It is cut 6 inches larger than chest measure. Thus, for 36 
chest, 42. 

The sideseam overlaps at the waist 7 inches. 

Ihe total width round the bottom is about 140 inches. 

Slit up the centre of back, 15 inches deep. 

Five buttons up the front. 

Full cape as Diagram 2/3, and wide sleeve with Hap pocket 








D I A.27 
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FOOT GUARDS’ OVERCOAT. 

The Foot Guards wear an overcoat of the 1). 13. Frock 
pattern. 

It is cut. very similar to Diagram 265, with the exception that 
the lapel is cut 5 inches wide at top and 2 inches at waist. 

There are no flap pockets on the hips, they being 1 placed in 
the pleats. 

The 12 inch side edge is finished with a point at the centre 
button. 

A pointed back-strap is put across the waist. 

The back is cut on the crease, and the back skirts are sewn 
on. 

It is made from a dark grey cloth, with shoulder straps of 
the same material. 

Sleeves with turn-back cuffs. 

6 buttons up each front. 

POLICE OVERCOAT. 

Diagram 275. 

The Overcoat worn by the London police is made of black 
clotn. 

It is cut in body coat shape. 

Six black police* buttons up each front, to fasten through 
holes in sewn on lapel. 

The neck is finished with a stand collar. 

There is a side edge in the pleats of skirts with one button 
at bottom, and another on the top of pleats. 

A hook is placed on the waist seam at hips, for a belt to 
rest on. Pockets in pleat. 

The remarks we have made on police uniforms in Part II. 
should be read, as they will convey the leading features to be 
infused in police garments. 

The diagram here given being an overcoat, has all the extra 
allowances made for over-garments, viz., an increase in front 
and overshoulders of § or 4 inch, an increase of width of chest 
of 3. 

The allowance for making up is 3| at chest and 21 at waist. 

The spring given to the skirt is 34 from 13 to *. 

The width of lapel is 24 inches at waist, and 3 to 34 at widest 
pari. 

The sleeve is cut \ inch wider at elbow and hand, and 4 inch 
Ion ger. 

The edges are finished with a row of stitching. 
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DRESSING GOWN. 

Diagram 276. 

The Dressing Gown is a long, loose-fitting over-garment, cut 
atier the same style as a loose-fitting Chesterfield. 

It is not, however, worn over another coat. There is, there¬ 
fore, no necessity for the special additions made at shoulder, etc., 
to provide for that purpose. 

The fronts are usually made 1). B., after the manner of this 
diagram. 

The wide roll collar is trimmed with fancy silk, or some other 
material. 

The edges are corded and the fronts trimmed with cord. 

A cord belt is worn with it. 

r Flie leading features of the diagram are so clearly illustrated 
that it is not necessary to repeat the system, so I will content 
myself by calling attention to the special features. 

The centre of back is obtained by drawing a line from 0 
through A, which is £ inch back from construction line. 

Forepart and back overlap 1 inch at waist, and the width of 
lapel added on is 2 inches. 

Hip pockets are usually put in on the slant, and the mouths 
corded. 

THE FLANNEL SHIRT. 

Diagrams 277 to 282. 

The Front (Diagram 277): — 

0 to 2A is £ neck. 

6 to 9 is \ of the breast. 

0 to 17, natural waist length. 

0 to 36, the length desired. 

The front is generally made about 2 inches shorter than the 
back. 

Square lines across from 0. 9 and 17. 

0 to 2A, i of neck. 

0 to 9a, | of breast. 

9a to 2, 2 inches. 

Draw shoulder seams from 2 A to 2. 

Varying the width of the shoulder to taste. 

9 to 9a, l of breast, and continue to 11A, 2 A inches more. 

Shape the scye from 2 to 11?,, hollowing it out 1 inch in front 
of line 9a. 

Square down from 11A> hollow the waist about A inch* and 
add on about 1 inch of round for the hips. 

Add on 2 inches at front for making up the pleats, and 
complete as shown. 
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The Back (Diagram 278 and 279): — 

0 to 2 , 2 inches. 

0 to 9, £ of the breast. 

0 to 17, natural waist length. 

0 to 38, the length desired, plus 2 seams. 

Square lines from 0, 2 , 9, 17 and 38. 

0 to 24, £ neck. 

Come up f, and shape back neck. 

0 to 9, one-fourth of breast. 

Square down from 9 to 9a. 

Shape the slope of back shoulder from 4 to 9 and outline the 
bottom of yoke to taste. 

From 9 to 9a is £ of the breast, and continue to lli, 24 inches 

more. 

Shape back scye from 2 to lli. 

Let back overlap yoke a good 4 inch for seams. 

Square down from lli, hollow waist 4 inch, and add on 1 
inch of spring for the hips. 

Add 2 inches beyond the construction line for pleats, and 
complete back as shown. 

The Sleeve (Diagram 280): — 

0 to 24, 14 inches. 

From 24 to 94 is half the scye, plus 4 to 1 inch. 

0 to 22 is the length of sleeve. 

22 to 6 is £ breast. 

Shape sleeve as shown. 

0 to 22 is the crease edge. 

The Cuff (Diagram 281) 0 to 44, halt size of cuff desired, plus 
4 inch. 

0 to 2 is the width of cuff desired, plus 4 inch. 

In each case add on point at 3, and complete. 

Collar (Diagram 282): — 

0 to 8 , half neck, plus 4 inch. 

0 to 14, height of collar desired at back. 

8 to 1 , 1 inch. 

1 to 2 , 1 inch. 

Complete the stand of collar as shown. 

If turn-down collar is desired, cut fall as shown. 

Take out 1 inch between 14 and 24. 

2£ to 4, about 1£ inches. 

2 to 44, 24 inches, complete as shown. 

All the parts are represented on the crease edge, towards the 
right side except the collar, which is at the top. 

4Yhen cutting, two yokes (Diagram 278) will be required, 
and two sleeves, the forepart, the back, the collar, and two cuffs 
all cut on the double. 

The dot and dash line down the front shows where the slit is 
cut on the right side. 
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PROFESSIONAL GOWNS. 

Barrister’s Gown: — 

Cut as Diagrams 1 to 6. 

Diagram 1 is the forepart, Diagram 2, the back, which is cut 
on the crease. Diagram 3, the sleeve; Diagram 4, the streamer 
fastened to the left side in front; and G, the tab placed on the 
leit side of yoke at back. Diagram 5, the yoke which is cut on 
the crease. 

The back is joined to the forepart at A and 13, and the top is 
gathered m to the yoke. 

The front of the forepart is turned back before it is fastened 
to front of yoke. 

s \ eeve gathered in to the top, and the yoke is lined with 
stiff buckram. 

The Barrister’s Gown is made from Bombazine. 

Ihe King’s Counsel’s Gown is made from black silk and is 
cut in the same style as the Solicitor’s Gown, Diagrams 7 to 10, 
with a little more fulness and a wider turn back down front. 

The figures marked in the various diagrams represent inches 
and start in each case from 0, or the line starting from 0. 
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Town Clerk’s Gown: — 

Cut the same as Solicitor’s (Diagram 7 to 10). Page 172. 

The yoke is of black velvet, as is also the small piece at the 
top of the sleeve. 

It is made from black Ottoman silk, and trimmed with special 
pattern braid and silk tassels. 

A slit, 16 to 18 inches deep is placed up the centre of back, 
and rows of braid and tassels arranged round this. 

Sword Bearer’s Robe: — 

Cut same as Town Clerk’s. 

Made from light claret superfine and trimmed in the same 
way as the Town Clerk’s. 
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Solicitor’s Gown: — 

Cut as Diagrams 7 to 10. 

Diagram 7 is the back, cut on the crease, which means there 
is usually a seam down each side of back. Diagram 8, the sleeve. 
Diagram 9 the forepart. Diagram 10, the yoke. 

The quantities marked represent inches, and, as a rule, the 
pattern does for all sizes. 

A, F, E of the yoke joins to A, F, E of gorge of the fore¬ 
part. 

0 of the yoke joins to centre of back. 

A, C of the shoulder of the forepart joins on to the back. 

The sleeve is made up with an armhole on the top, and a strip of 
material is put along the top of the sleeve. 

In wear, the front turns back similar to the Barrister’s. 

The material is either Russell cord or Bombazine. 

The making up is very simple, as beyond the yoke there is no 
lining. 

The edges are merely turned in and stitched. 

The sleeve is seamed up from 13 to 7 and to 4S. 
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31 A. Gown: — 

Cut as diagrams 1, 2, 5 and 11. 

Tlie sleeve is pointed and finished with three pleats in 
front. 

The yoke may be shortened a little in front as per dot and 
dash line (Diagram 5). 

What is taken oft in that way is added to the top of forepart, 
as per dot and dash line of Diagram 1. 

This is made from College cloth or Russell cord. 

M. A. Gown : — 

Cut as Diagrams 1, 2, 5, and the dot and dash lines of Diagram 

n. 

The sleeve has an armhole arranged as shown by dot and dash 
lines, 17, 8; that part outlined by 24, 13, 7» 9 and 53> being 
sewn up. 

The material used is either black Russell cord, College cloth 
or Ottoman silk. 

Diagram 12 will show how the pleating of back and sleeve 
is arranged in the yoke. It also shows how the reverse is fastened 
on to the bottom of the front of yoke. 
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CONCLUSION. 

I now come to the concluding paragraph, of Part III., and it 
will suffice for me to say here that I have in this Part not only 
described the cutting and making of all kinds of Overcoats, but 
have also gathered up in it whatever I thought would be use¬ 
ful, that had not been previously given in the way of Men's 
Garments; hence I have in this part—Dressing Gowns, Flannel 
Shirts, Robes and Gowns for varioi^ Professional Men, all of 
which will prove of great service to the cutter. I have endeavoured 
to make the instructions clear and concise, and trust it will prove a 
worthy addition to the preceding parts. 

W. D. F. VINCENT. 
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Author’s Preface. 


The success of The Direct Measure Method of Cutting 
Ladies'Garments is most phenomenal for, whilst it shows 
a certain superiority when applied to the cutting of 
Gentlemen's Garments yet, when the cutter has to cut 
garments for the fair sex, the superiority of the method 
over all others is at once apparent. The chest measure 
method is a failure, because extra development of 
the figure or decided flatness of the bust is frequently 
met with, and as both of these variations affect the chest 
measure without in any way altering the size of the 
shoulders, it puts divisions of the chest quite out of 
court. The shoulder measure is a step in front of the 
breast measure, but this can never equal the direct 
measure method, because it combines in one measure 
the quantities required by various sections. The 
method here described is the result of upwards of twenty 
years' practical experience, and has been tested by 
cutters in all classes of trades and proved most success¬ 
ful. The student may therefore use it with every 
confidence. 


W. D. F. VINCENT. 
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VINCENT’S 

SYSTEMS OF CUTTING 

ALL KINDS OF 

Ladies’ Garments. 


INTRODUCTION. 

I am devoting this Fourth Part of my Systems to the appli¬ 
cation of the method to the cutting of Ladies’ Garments. 

The importance of this section of the trade can hardly be over¬ 
estimated. The rapid development of Ladies' Tailoring during 
the past 50 years has been most marked. 

To-day, every good class trade undertakes orders for Ladies’ 
garments. It, therefore, behoves every cutter to qualify for 
this department. 


TAKING THE ORDER. 

The ladies' cutter mu9t keep himself posted up-to-date on all 
points of style, trimmings and materials. He must be able to 
advise his customers on suitable colours, combinations and 
fashions. He must be painstaking and patient, and should 
cultivate the art of grasping his customers’ wishes. 

A good supply of up-to-date fashion pleats is a necessity. 

The order should be carefully booked, the smallest detail of 
customer's expressed wishes entered. 

The ladies’ figure when compared with the man will be found 
small at neck, waist, and shoulders. 

Flat in the back, prominent in the breast, large at the hips 
and short in the limbs. 

Considerable variation is found in the prominence or flatness 
of the figure. 

These features will all be indicated by the following method 
of measurement. 
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THE MEASURES. 

Place the square close up to the armpit (see Figure 1), adjust 
the longarm iu the true upright, make a slight mark at A and 
■B* remove the square and place it on the back, so that the level 
of B may be found on the back seam C. These marks may either 
be made with chalk or by pins. 

Measures : —Depth of scye, 1 to 2. 

Natural waist length, 1 to 3. 

Full length, 1 to 4. 

Width of back* 5 to 6. Figure 2. 

Continue to elbow, 5 to 7. 

Continue to waist, with arm bent, 5 to 8. 

Across chest 9 to 9. Figure 3. 

Across bust, 10 to 10. 

Front shoulder, 11 from 1 to A. Figure 1. 

Over-shoulder, 12 from C over-shoulder to A. 
i * io™ eS j *<?ded nape to prominence of the figure, 

1 anf * nape to waist in front, 1 to 14. Figure 3. 

These measures should be taken carefullv, in proper order, 
and entered in the order book. 
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For the convenience of those cutters who may have to cut 
from other measures, we herewith give a 

SCALE OF AVERAGE MEASURES FOR LADIES. 



Ins. 

Ins. 

Ins. 

Ins. 

Ins. 

Ins. j 

Ins. 

Ins. 

Ins. 

Cliest . 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

Waist. 

23 

23 

23 

24 

26 

274 

29 

31 

32 

Seat . 

30 

34 

36 

38 

40 1 

42 

44 

46 

48 

Scye Depth. 

n 

74 

7J 

8 

81 

8 * 

8 * 

8 $ 

9 

Natural Waist 

13* 

14 

1 H 

15 

15* 

15* 

15* 

15| 

151 

Across Back (half) 

5* 

5.V 

H 

6 

61 

6 * 


7 

71 

Full Length Sleeve 

25 

254 

26 

26* 

27 

27* 

28 

28 A 

29 

Average across Chest. . 

6 

64 

7 

n 

8 

8 f 

81 

94 

9* 

Front Shoulders .. 

10 

104 

11 

lii 

12 : 

12 * 

13 

13 A 

1 -t 

Over Shoulders .. 

13 

13| 

14* 

15 

15} 

16* 

171 

18 

181 

Neck . 

6 

64 

7 

7* 

7* 

8 

8 * 

9 

9* 
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I now take a sample set of ordinary measures to draft a 
bodice by: — 

8, 154, 184, 5A, 19, 28, 7 X chest* 9 X bust* 12* 10* 7 neck* 36* 
26. 

THE BODICE SYSTEM. 


Diagram 290. 

Draw line 0, 19. 

0 to 2, to taste, usually about 2 inclies. 

0 to 8, depth of scye. 

0 to 154, natural waist. 

0 to 19, full length, plus A inch. 

Draw lines at right angles to 0, 2, 8, 154. 

0 to 24, £ neck. 

2 to 6, the width of back* plus two seams. 

154 to 1, 1 inch. 

Draw back seam, 0, 1,19. 

4 to 204, half chest, plus 2 inches. 

204 to 12£, the average between the across chest and across 
bust measures. 

Thus, 7 plus 9 equals 16, average 8. 

Find F by Registered Square, dropping angle line down £ 
in front. 

124 toF, front shoulder measure, less width of back neck. 

124 to D the over-shoulder measure, less 4 AY of back. 

F to D, 1 inch less than 2, 6 of back. 

Shape scye very hollow at E, and keep it close up at B, C. 

F to Y, 4 neck. 

A' to 1 the same as F, A". 

Draw breast line from Y through 204. 

Add on f on button-hole side, and if or 14 on button side. 

SEAMS AND SUPPRESSIONS. 

In large size bodices put in three side pieces. 

In small ones, two are sufficient. 

12^ to 114, 1 inch. 

Divide 114 to 4 into 3 or 4 equal parts, according to number 
of side bodies. 

Make side bodies 4 inch narrower at waist than on depth of 
scye line. 

Suppress J at each part, if there are three side pieces, or 1 
inch at each part if there are only two. 

Always take out 1 inch at under arm. 

Reduce waist to measure, plus 2 inches by two darts. 

Arrange the front of the first dart 14 inches from breast 
line. 

Make the strap between the two also 14 inches. 
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Let the darts run towards front at bottom. 

Find the top of dart at G by measure, allowing for three 
seams. 

Check length of waist at H in same way also, allowing f. 
BODICE SLEEVE. 

Diagram 291. 

0 to 64, width of scye. 

That is, the distance from centre of back to front of scye, less 
the width of back. 

64 to 24 is obtained by placing square with arms on pitches 
13, E and K, and adjusted according to the balance of sleeve 
desired. See Diagram 290. 

J to E fixes 64, 24. 

24 to 104, size of scve between the two pitches B to G and 
D to E. 

0 to 5}, half 21, 104. 

Measure off length of sleeve. The width of back is applied 
at L, and the length is measured down to 9 and on to 6 for elbow 
and cuff. 

Hollow forearm 2 inches at elbow and make width 14 inches 
more than half width desired. 

Width of cuff 21 to fi, 14 inches more than half cuff desired. 

21 to 4, 4 inch less than half width of cuff desired. 

Measure round bottom of scye from B to E, and apply this 
measure from 64 to 74. 

Complete as shown, making elbow of under sleeve 2 inches 
less than the top sleeve at that part. 



THE NORFOLK JACKET. 

The Norfolk Jacket is usually cut with two sidebodies after 
the style of Diagram 292. 

The sideseam is carried up to the shoulder instead of into 
the scye. 

As a rule there is only one dart taken out of the forepart. 

The pleats are generally cut as separate strips about 3 inches 
wide. 
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The edges of these are serged together and they are sewn on 
to the garment from the back. 

In this way the pleats may be adjusted to any position desired* 



In sewing on the pleats they should be eased on over the 
prominences of the figure and kept short at the hollows. Some- 
f imes the pleats are made narrower at waist than breast. 

As a general rule there are two or three pleats placed down 
the back and one down each forepart going over the dart. 

When yokes are placed at the shoulders the pleats start from 
the bottom of these. 

Q 2 
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HABIT OR CLOSE-FITTING JACKET. 

Diagram 292. 

The leading points of this draft are the same as for the 
bodice. 

There are only two side bodies, and the jacket is continued 
over the hips. 

1 inch of suppression is taken out at each seam at waist. 

The waist is reduced to size by the darts. 

These are drafted with the centre line running parallel to breast 
line. 

The darts terminate 8 or 10 inches below waist, and when, 
ever possible cut them through to the bottom. 

Make up hips to measure, letting forepart overlap the side 
piece half the amount necessary, the side piece overlap the side 
body and the side body overlap back J, the extra size needed. 

It is not wise to ever make the hip too close fitting, at least 
3 inches a side should be allowed over the half-seat measure. 

If thought desirable, sink the scye a trifle; this may be done 
with advantage in jackets. 

The buttons down front do not as a rule go below the waist, 
and the number above varies from 4 to 10. 

A pocket is often placed in front of the forepart at bottom, 
the mouth being placed vertically. 

The neck is usually finished with a collar and turn. 

JACKET SLEEVE. 

Diagram 293. 

Drafted as for Bodice, except that top and underside are 
made equal width at elbow and cuffs, and back pitch placed at 
sideseam. 

The cuff, 5, 20A, is squared by elbow 5, 8. 

For the new Bell Sleeves add on as per dotted line at bottom 
of hind arm. For wide cuffs they should be made a little 
longer. 

LADIES’ VEST. 

Diagrams 294 and 295. 

Hollow back, 2 from 15A to 2. 

1 to9|, \ breast, plus f.. 

lake out 1 inch fisli at 0, 7, and make 2, 10, \ waist, plus 
seams. 

10f to 9|, 1 breast, plus f. 

Find shoulder scye, neck and front, as for Bodice. 

Hollow waist. 1 inch at 1, from'line squared down from lOf. 

Make up waist to measure, plus seams at darts. 

Complete draft to style of front desired. 
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POUCHED BLOUSE. 

Diagram 296. 

This is cut on the same lines as previously described, in tlie 
shoulders and neck. 

The back is cut whole, and being loose fitting, nothing is 
taken out at waist. 

An extra inch or so of length is added for the pouch over, 
to 8 is £ breast, less 1 inch. 

From 2 to 3 inches is taken out in suppression at the sides. 

The back may be either reduced to the size of the belt by V’s 
as shown, or drawn in. 

The forepart has about 4 or 5 inches of extra length added. 

If a moderate amount of form is desired, a fish may be taken 
out. 

It is, however, more often cut without the darts. 

The solid line in front illustrates the plain S. B. button 
through. 

The dot and dasli line shows the neck lowered, and the fronts 
cut away to show a light fancy silk blouse underneath. 

The dotted line shows the forepart adapted for a D. B. 
front. 

For bell sleeves (Diagram 297) add on extra width at hind 
arm as shown. 

For a pouched sleeve add on round as illustrated, and draw 
in the bottom to the cuff, which may be cut as shown by Diagram 
*298 in tlie sleeve. 

these popular garments admit of an almost endless variation 
of cuts, but the general principles of cutting are as here shown. 

1 he fronts are usually made up on a close fitting lining. 

The illustration shown at the top of opposite page has the 
1). B. lapel, for which the top of forepart is cut as Diagram 
306. 

The waist is brought into measure by the back and foreparts 
being sewn into a belt. 

1 he sleeve is pitched as for bodice, 2 inches down from 
shoulder seam at back and | inch up from bottom of scye in 
front. 
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SHIRT BLOUSE. 

Diagram 299. 

0 to 2, about 2 inches. 

0 to 8, depth of scye. 

0 to 15i, natural waist length. 

0 to 19, full length desired, plus 2 seams. 

15i to 1,1 inch. 

Draw lines at right angles to 0, 2, 8, and 15A. 

0 to f, £ of neck. 

Raise point | above line and shape back neck. 

2 to 6, width of back, plus seam. 

S to 20, half chest, plus 2 inches. 

Draw lines from 0 to 1 and £ to 6. 

8 to 8 is £ breast, less 1 inch. 

Take out about 3 inches under the arm at the waist. 

Make the width of back about £ breast. 

Shape yoke from E to C, to taste. 

Let back overlap yoke, two seams at E and C. 

Add on about 2 inches all down back for fulling in to yoke 
as per dot and dash line. 

20 to 12 is the across chest measure. 

Take Registered Square, and place angle on line 12, 20 with 
point at 12, and front dropped I inch below line, and mark up 
to F the length of front shoulder, less width of back neck. 

12 to 10 is the over-shoulder measure, less i TT of 
back. 

Make width of shoulder from F to D agree with back from 
| to 6. 

Shape the scye by these points, as shown in diagram. 

F to Y is £ of the neck. 

Y to I is the same amount as F, Y. 

If a front yoke is desired, cut off from B to I, and grow it 
on to f 6* as shown* letting it overlap two seams. 

If a full front is desired, add on 3 or 4 inches at the front, and 
allow two seams at top as per dot and dash line. 

Complete as diagram. 

SHIRT SLEEYE. 

Diagram 300. 

0 to 3, 3 inches. 

0 to 20, length of sleeve desired. 

0 to 8h half scye, plus 1 inch. 

20 to 6, & breast. 

Cut seam from 8£ to G, hollow or straight, to taste. 

Diagram 302 shows the cuff and Diagram 301 the collar, both 
of which are marked in plain figures, and indicate the usual 
widths, etc. 
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FLY FRONT THREE-SEAM JACKET. 

Diagram 303. 

Semi-Fitting Jackets have been very popular. 

This draft will convey a good idea of how they are cut. 

Shoulders, scye, neck, etc., are drafted as before described. 

The amount added for making up is reduced 8 to 19£, being 
half chest, plus 1L 

The quantity added beyond breast lino for Fly Front is about 
2 inches. For S. B., as illustrated, add on 1J inches. 

The waist is suppressed 4 inch at back. 

The width of back from 4 to 5 is about £ breast, or to taste. 

5 to 64 is 14 inches, and a fish of 14 is taken out under the 
arm about 3 inches from side seam. 

This is sometimes carried through, in which case any spring 
required at the hip may be divided equally at this and side 
seam. 

If there is only the latter, then the whole of the spring must 
be added at side seam. 

This may be extended to the length of an ulster, if desired, 
with no other variation than the addition of the desired length. 

If it is to be worn over a jacket, it must, of course, have more 
size given to it to the extent of 1 or 2 inches a side. 



BOLERO JACKET. 

Diagram 304. 

ihis dressy little garment has been a great favourite of 
late. 

On this diagram I illustrate two styles—the rounded front 
ami back, and the square back and pointed front, as figure. 

I have illustrated it cut in two nieces—the back whole, 
and a dart taken from the front. 

t his dart is frequently dispensed with, the form being given 
to the canvas and the outside cloth worked on to it. 

I he popular style of the collar is the shawl. 

1 his is best laid on as for a Gent’s Dress Vest. 
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The neck of forepart and back should have the stand of collar 
grown on. 

It is then a very simple matter to give any shape desired to the 
rest of the collar. 

Plenty of spring should be given to the outer edge. 

The diagram indicates all the special features to be observed 
in cutting. 

The shoulders are drafted as before described. 

15 to 2 is 2 inches. 

There is no need to place the seam in any particular place; 
indeed, if desired, it can be entirely dispensed with. 

The dot and dash line shows how to cut the Eton Bolero, as 
figure. 



FF. COVERT 


CLOSE-FITTING BACK AND SIDE COVERT COAT, 
m, • . . . Diagram 305. 

I liis is one of the most favoured styles of jacket. 

It is used for almost all kinds of wear, promenade, cycling, 
equestrienne, etc., etc. 

The shoulders, scye, neck and front are drafted as usual. 
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The fronts are kept quite straight. 

Two inches are added for fly. 

The underarm seam is 1 inch from 12. 

The distance between the underarm seam and back seam 
is divided into three equal parts. 

The back is made about 2 incheswide at waist. 

1 inch suppression is taken out at 3, 4, and 7, 8, and 2 inches 
at 11, 13. 

The width of side body and side piece is made i inch narrower 
at waist than on depth of scye line. 

The necessary spring for hips is all added at side body and 
side piece. 

The fish taken out from the side of forepart is quite a matter 
of taste, and is quite as often as not omitted. 

The back is finished with an opening at centre, and some¬ 
times side pleats are placed at the bottom of side seams. 

Flap pockets are put in on the hips. 

In oilier ways it is completed to taste. 

On this diagram is shown how to find neck point by sweeps, 
thus: Sweep from point 12 by front shoulder measure less 
width of back neck. Add | to this, and sweep from 20 where 
the two segments intersect locates neck point F. 
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1). B. SAC. 

Diagram 306. 

The loose-fitting jackets have met with a large share ol 
popularity during recent seasons. 

The drafting is as previously described in the shoulder, scye, 
neck and front. 

Only 1 inch is allowed for making up from 8 to 19. 

Come back from construction line at 15£, 1 inch. 

Let f ront overlap back 2 inches at side. 

Continue seams through to the bottom. 

The degree of looseness or “ sac ” is a matter of taste. 

Sometimes the side seams are hollowed, but in any case plenty 
of room must be given round the hips and lower part of the 
jacket, or the leading feature of style will be lost. 

liie overlap allowed in front varies to taste. 1 have 
indicated 3 inches. 

This may be increased or decreased to taste. 

there is plenty of scope, too, in the shape given to the lapeK 
the outline indicated being but one of the many shapes that 
may be arranged at that part. 

rri° C H e ^ S i 01 ?‘ ^P s a botit 3 inches below waist. 

1he back is cut on the crease. 

1 he buttons stand as far behind breast line as the eve of the 
hole is m front of it. 

The pockets are sometimes j>ut in with vertical welts as shown 
on above figure. 

Sleeve is cut as Diagram 293. 
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LADIES* ULSTERS. 

Diagram 307. 

Ladies’ Ulsters do not bear the same relation to a jacket that 
the Gentleman’s Overcoat does to a Lounge. 

They are rather a kind of easy fitting long jacket. 

Hence, it will be seen that the upper part is cut as a jacket. 

There is, however, this difference. The front is receded a 
little from point 2(H, so as to avoid the surplus material below 
the waist that would otherwise show itself. 

A line drawn through 20i from V would come to 2li. A mark 
is made back from this about i inch as from 21i to 21. 

The breast line being continued from 2(H through 21. 

This would not be necessary if the fish was carried down to 
bottom of forepart, but, as a rule, they are terminated about 8 
inches below waist. 

The extra prominence of figure at chest as compared with 
below the waist necessitates this, the present fashion being to 
keep figure as flat as possible below waist. 
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It may be well at this point for me to describe the system 
briefly : — 

Draw line 0, 22A. 

0 to 2A, i natural waist length. 

0 to 8, depth of scye. 

0 to 15£, natural waist. 

15^ to 22 A, 7 inches. 

Draw lines at right angles to these points. 

0 to 2A, A neck, come up |, and shape back neck. 

2£ to hi, width of back, plus 2 seams. 

15A to 1, 1 inch, and shape back seam from 0 to 15A, 22A to 
bottom. 

A to 20A, half chest, plus 2 inches. 

20A to 12A, the average between across chest and across bust. 

Find neck point F by the Registered Square, dropping the 
angle line J in front. 

Mark up from 12£ to F the front shoulder measure, less 
width of back neck. 

12A to 1), the over-shoulder measure, less A AY of back. 

Shape scye, sinking it J below scye line. 

F to D, \ inch less than f, 6A. 

F to A", and A' to I are each A of neck. 

Draw front as previously described, and add on inch for the 
S. Ik button through style, or 2A to 3£ for double breast. 

For the location of the seams, mark back from 121 to 111, 
1 inch. 

Divide A to 111 into three equal parts. 

AVidth of back at waist half of A, 4£. 

AAidth of side pieces A inch less than on depth of scye line. 

lake out 1 inch at 3, 4 and 7, 8, and 1^ at 11, 12A, terminating 
the under-arm seam about 4 inches below~hip. 

Make up hips to measure plus 3 inches at sideseam, and let 
sidebody overlap back A inch. 

Reduce waist to measure, plus 2 inches by a dart, 2 inches from 
iront, and terminate it from 8 to 10 inches below waist. 

Cut sleeve as Diagram 298, perhaps a little wider, sav extra A 
inch at elbow cuff. 

In making up a narrow facing is put all down the front 

1 he body is lined to the hips. 

1 he back may be finished with an open in cr with or without 
pleats at bottom of sideseams or the back may be finished 
with box pleats. 
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D B FLOUNCED ULSTER 



d-,3. ULSTER, 


DIFFERENT STYLES OF ULSTER. 

On the above illustrations I show some of the newest styles 
of Ulster. 

The F. F. Sac Ulster is cut as Diagram 303 extended to 
length desired. If a yoke is arranged cut it to the shape wished 
and^ then add two seams inch) to the underpart. 

The D. B. Flounced Ulster is cut as Diagram 306 extended to 
length desired, the flounce is produced by cutting off the bottom of 
the pattern and then cutting it up about every 3 inches and 
inserting \ s at the bottom, and so producing the flare. 

The S. B. loose fronted Ulster is cut as Diagram 307, but with¬ 
out a dart being taken out of forepart, and the amount of over¬ 
lap adjusted to taste. The sleeve is here illustrated cut about 
15 to 16 at cuff, the extra width being added to hind arm. 
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RAGLAN SAC. 

Diagram 308. 

The body of the Raglan. Sac is cut as Diagram 308, though 
the fronts are here illustrated with fly fronts, for which style it 
is only necessary to add on 2 inches to the front. 

The special feature of the Raglan is the shoulder, which is 
cut from 24 to 9, and up to E by a graceful curve. 

Those parts of the shoulder outlined by W A and D F, being 
added to the sleeve. 

The top part of the sleeve is illustrated on Diagram 309. 

The sleeve is drawn in the usual way. 

Points 0, 1J, 6, 44, and 9 being found as described before. 

Square up from 44, and make the distance from 44 to sweep 
6> 3, the same width as the shoulder at f, 6. The pivot being 

Sweep 4, 5 is the same as back from f to A. The pivot being 9. 

The width at 7 is 4 inch more than has been taken from 

I. 

The sweep at 2 is made from 6 by the distance from forearm 
pitch to F. 

The width at 8 is half inch more than was taken from F. 

The lower part of the sleeve is the same as Diagram 293. 

Sometimes the V is continued down the top of the sleeve to 
the cuff, in which case 4 inch must be added for"two seams. 

Diagram 310 shows an alternative style of lapel. 
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LADIES’ INVERNESS. 

Diagram 312. 

This is one out of many styles of cloaks popular with 
ladies. 

They have the advantages of being easily put on and of well 
covering the garments worn underneath. 

The diagram here given illustrates the cutting of one, with 
a moderate amount of shape in the back and side, but not by 
any means close fitting. 

The system: — 

Draw line 0, 30. 

O to 2k, k natural waist length. 

0 to 8, depth of scye. 

0 to 15£, natural waist. 

0, 30, full length, plus two seams. 

Draw lines at right angles to 0, 8, and 15£. 

0 to 24, k of neck, mark up f, and draw back neck. 

2k to 6, width of back, plus seams. 

154 to 54, 4 inch less. 

Draw line from 6 to 5^, and spring out below. 

Mark back from 154 1 inch, and draw centre of back from 0 
through 1 to 2. 

8 to 20, k chest, plus 2. 

20 to 12, the across chest measure. 

Find point F by Registered Square or by sweeps, making 
12 to F the front- shoulder measure, less width of back neck. 

12 to D, over-shoulder measure, less 8 TV of back. 

F to V. k neck. 

V to I the same quantity. 

F toD, } inch less than f, 6. 

Draw’ line from V through 20 to bottom. 

Add on 1 to 14 for button stand. 

Shape scye from shoulder to about 1^ above waist, making 
it about lk wdde at shoulder, more or less to taste. 

Take out lk at ok, 7 and lk at 10, 11£. 

Terminate dart about 4 inches below waist, and let bottom of 
sideseam overlap back 2\ or more. 

The wing: — 

1 he shoulder scye and gorge are already found, and the front 
is lk inches in front of forepart at bottom. 

1 he w’ing is rounded in sleeve head form; indeed, it is a 
very good plan to use a sleeve for the purpose of drafting it, 
Jetting it overlap at forearm pitch about 1 inch. 

To get the back of wing, draw a line from 6 through 8 to 


Make the length agree with the sleeve, 
back pitch by the length of hind arm. 
Continue across, straight at front. 

C is sewn to B, together with the sideseam 


sweeping from the 


of forepart. 
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CAPES. 

Diagrams 313, 314. 

Capes are always more or less popular, and though they 
frequently assume fancy styles, yet, as a general rule, they 
may be confined to the Three Quarter and the Half Circle 
patterns. 

These are the styles I now describe. 

The simplest method of cutting them is by the aid of a 
jacket pattern of the same size as customer. 

Thus, suppose the cape is to be worn with an Ulster, 
take the back and forepart pattern by which to cut the cape. 

THREE-QUARTER CIRCLE CAPE. 

Diagram 313. 

Place back and forepart down with the shoulder seams in 
a closing position, as illustrated at 2, 4. 

Mark off from 1 to 5 the length desired, plus seams. 

Add on a little spring at 5. 

Mark round the gorge 1, 2, 3, and down the front 3, 7, by 
the breast line. 

Add on the necessary button stand, if it is desired to make 
it to button. 

2 to 6 is 24 to 3 inches more than 1, 5. 

2, 7 is 1 inch more than 1. 5, or the length of front may be 
measured from 3 to 7, 14 inches less than 1, 5. 

HALF CIRCLE CAPE. 

Diagram 314. 

The back and forepart patterns are laid down with shoulder 
points touching, and the neck points 2, 3 opening so as to allow 
1, 9 and 5, 7 to be at right angles, or thereabouts. 

The outline of pattern is then marked at 9, 1, 2, 6, 3, 4, 5> 

and 7. 

The length is found at side and front as for the f circle. 

1, 9 length to measure, plus seams. 

2, 6, 8 and 3, 6, 8, 2\ to 3 inches more than 1, 9. 

5, 7,14 inches less than 1, 9. 

Add on button stand, and complete as per diagram. 

This is the style generally used for long capes. 

Diagram 337 is very full and only suitable for short capes. 

PANTEEN COLLAR. 

Diagram 315. 

0, 74, half neck. 

74 to 1, 1 inch. 

4 is half way from 0 to 74- 

Shape sewing to edge of collar at 0, 4, 7-J. 

0 to 14 and 1 to 3, the depth desired, say 14- 

Hollow out J, and shape fall 14, 34, and 34, 54 to taste. 
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S. 13. NEWMARKET. 

Diagram 311. 

The special feature of the Newmarket is the skirt, which is 
sewn to the body part about 2 inches below the waist. 

The diagram illustrates the run of waist seam at 2 inches 
below at back, li at side, and 2 \ at front. 

This, however, is a matter of taste, but any variation must 
be compensated for in the skirt. 

The upper portion of this diagram is found as described for 
Diagram 292. 

The back is continued to full length with one inch added on 
either side to form side pleats. 

The skirt is drawn straight across the top from E to C. 

A line is drawn at right angles down to 6, mark out 1 \ and 
draw a line as in diagram. 

Add on \ inch and complete run over hip. 

Carefully check it by placing the waist of sidebody to waist of 
skirt, and seeing that the run over hips harmonises. 

Find run of front in same way by putting the fronts at E, or 
by squaring F, G by E 6. 

The run of the front is largely a matter of taste. 
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Diagram 31(j. 

The popular style of Cycling Skirt is now made with a large 
inverted box-pleat. 

The model here given is one of the most successful styles of 
these. 

Draw lines 0, 20, 0, 40 at right angles. 

0 to 20, half seat. 

Square up to 22, I seat. 

0 to 40 front length, plus seams. 

The size provided round the bottom is a matter of taste. 

The quantities given are reliable amounts—thus, width of 
front, 12 ; side, 24; back 27, and pleat, 16. 

Mark off 11 half way between 0, 22. 

0, 4 and 18, 22 each 4 inches. 

Draw seams as indicated. 

Now’ hollow waist seam 3£ at 11. 

Take out darts at seams, and one in centre of side gore, to 
reduce to waist measure. 

Allow 14 of round on back to provide room for saddle. 

Arrange for centre of back to go on the crease edge, 

and so avoid a seam to go over the saddle. 

The back is sometimes terminated 1 or 2 inches short of side. 
If lined, glissade is the material used. 


204 


VINCENT’S SYSTEMS <>V 


WALKING SKIRT. 

Diagrams 317, 319. 

The styles of Walking Skirts change so rapidly that it is only 
possible to illustrate a standard style as a basis. 

The one here shown consists of front, sides and back. 

Front Diagram, 319 : — 

0. 7, 7 inches. Mark out from 0, £ waist, and raise side £ 

inch. 

From 7, mark out £ seat. 

0 to 40, front length, plus seams. 

40 to 13, £ seat, or to taste. 

Side Gore, Diagram 318 : — 

0, 4, side length. 

Mark out from 0, £ waist on either side, then take out a 
dart from the centre at 0 of 14 or 2 inches. 

Square out from 7, £ seat on either side. 

From 41 mark out £ seat on either side, and complete side 
gore, as shown. 

The dot and dash line at C, D shows how to make this into 
two side gores. 

Back Width, Diagram 317 : — 

Draw lines at right angles to 0. 

0 to 4, 34 to 4 inches. 

4 to 8 , allowance for pleat, 4 to 8 inches, if required. 

Make width at bottom equal to 3 seat. 

Add on 1 inch at top at 8 , and complete, as shown. 

Cut centre of front and hack on crease edge. 

When sewing side gore to back sew in a strip of linen to prevent 
stretching. 

Back is usually 2 inches longer than front. 

If trained, it is several inches longer. 

For Full Flounce: — 

Cut off the bottom of skirt to the depth and shape of flounce 
desired. 

Join these parts together, and, if thought desirable to make the 
flounce fuller, cut pattern up and open out at distances of from 
4 to 6 inches apart. 

This practically amounts to the insertion of V’s all round 
the bottom. 

In this way any degree of fulness, and any shape flounce may 
be produced. 

These instructions should suffice for an intelligent cutter to 
produce any style of skirt desired. 

I give another well tried model on next page. 
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FASHIONABLE FLARE SKIRT. 

1 herewith give another system, specially adapted to the 
Fashionable Flare Skirt. 

The measures required are length, waist and seat. 

The Front: — 

Draw lines 0, 3, 0, 40 at right angles. 

0 to £ inch, 
i to 3, & waist. 

0 to 7, 7 inches always. 

7 too, i seat. 

7 to 7f, about f inch. 

Draw line 5 A at right angles to 5, 7|. 

Hollow sideseam 1 inch midway between 5 and A. 

Shape sideseam by A, 5 and 3. 

Make it to length desired, rounding bottom from 40 to A. 

Side Gore: — 

Draw line 0, B to length of sideseam. 

0 to 7, 7 inches. 

Midway between 7, B, hollow 1 inch. 

Make front seam of side gore the same shape as sideseams of 
front from 3 to A. 

7 to 10 is drawn at right angles to 0, B. 

7 to 10, i of the seat. 

7 to 11, 4 inches. 

Square for backseam of side gore at right angles to 10, 11. 
Midway between 10 and 3 hollow the seam about 2 inches. 
Reduce top to £ waist, by one or two V’s. 

Raise back of side gore i inch, and make length to C to 
measure. 

The Back: — 

. Draw line 0, D to length of measure. 

0 to 7, 7 inches. 

Midway between 7 and D hollow 2 inches, and so make it 
the same shape as 3,10, C of side gore, to which it is sewn. 

Square across from 7 to 8 at right angles to 7, D. 

7 to 8, J seat, plus 3 inches. 

7 to 15, the same distance as from 7 to 8. 

Square from 8 to E at right angles to 8, 15. 

Make 0 to 4, J waist, plus 1 to 14 for seams. 

Shape back seam 4 to 8, and hollow 1 inch from line below. 
Adjust length to measure. 

Raise from 4, f inch above line, and complete as diagram. 

For Two Sides Gores : — 

Make F midway between C. B. 

Draw line from bottom of V to F. 

Add 3 inches on either side to F, and allow for the extra 
seams. 


CUTTING LADIES’ GARMENTS. 207 










208 


VINCENT’S SYSTEMS OF 



HIDING TRAIN. 

Diagrams 320 and 321. 

The Riding Train is a garment admitting of great variation 
in cut and style. 

During recent years it has undergone great changes. 

The most important of these have been in some safety arrange¬ 
ment below the pommel, so that if the wearer is thrown, she 
would free herself from the saddle. 

Many of these patterns are exceedingly complicated, and 
require considerable skill in putting together. 

I have given one example of each style, all of which are 
simple and reliable. 

The close-fitting ordinary style of Riding Train consists of 
two parts only, and could be made up by almost anyone. 

The diagram as marked had better be used as a reduced model. 

If reproduced by the ordinary inch-tape, it will produce a 
pattern suitable for a lady 24 waist, 40 seat, and 40 side length. 

For larger or smaller sizes, a larger or smaller graduated tape 
may be used. 

Variations of length may be adjusted at the bottom. 

Alterations in size of seat may be made at the sideseams. 

The V taken out of the top side at 2G, 32, is to provide for the 
knee. 

The V taken out of underside at 32. 37, is to provide for the 
pommel and produce a clean fit under the knee. 

Any variation in the size of waist may be adjusted at the 

vv 

The positions of the foot elastics are marked at 43 and 28. 
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LADIES’ BREECHES, ETC. 

Diagram 322. 

On this diagram is illustrated the cutting of Ladies' Breeches, 
Knickers and Bloomers. 

The quantities on the fork line are the same for all styles. 

0, 6A, £ seat. 

0, 10, J seat. 

0, 13A, J seat. 

10, 15A, J seat, plus A inch. 

The lengths of leg are marked as usual for men's. 

Make top sides 1 inch longer in legs than measure, and under¬ 
sides 1 inch longer in body. 

The legs are not opened, as ladies do not ride astride. 

The waist is lowered in front about 1 inch. 

Two V’s are taken out of top and undersides to reduce it to 
size of waist. 

For Knickers, more length is given to the legs as well as 
more width. 

3 to 4 inches extra length is added to the legs for bagging 
over. 

The width of leg desired is divided on either side of centre 
line. 

The dot and dash line indicates the outline for knickers. 

Bloomers are cut wide enough at side to be pleated in at waist 
and bottom. 

Provision is made for this by adding on at the side as 
illustrated by the dash line. 


LADIES’ RIDING TROUSERS. 

Diagram 323. 

It is not necessary for me to say more about these than that 
the quantities are found as for the Breeches at fork, waist, 
etc. 

The length of leg may either be averaged from the height of 
customer, or a measure taken from waist to seat of chair in 
which the lady is sitting, and deducted from side length. 

Ill is,. however, is not very important, as ladies not riding 
astride it is not so imperative they should be accurate in length of 
leg as if they rode astride. 

An inch extra length is given to topside legs, and an inch 
extra body length to undersides. 

Chamois leather is used to line seat and inside of leg. 

Strap buttons placed at bottom. 

the fronts are left open to the fork, and are usually fastened 
with buttons right through the front. 
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THE VERY LATEST APRON TRAIN. 

Tlie very latest Apron Train is one which is put on as an 
apron. 

The accompanying diagram is a reduced model of one that 
will fit lady 24 waist 40 seat. 

For larger or smaller sizes, reproduce by graduated tape 4 
inches smaller than seat measure, as this skirt is marked out 
by the 36 tape for a 40 seat. 

Adjust waist by V’s, adjust length at bottom. 

The details of making and finishing this skirt are all 
embodied in the diagram. 

As will be seen there are quite a number of button holes, 
and buttons have to be sewn on to the Breeches or Trousers to 
correspond with these. 

First, there is a hole at the centre of waist at front; then there 
are holes down the back of both right and left sides, all of which 
correspond with buttons sewn down the seat of the trousers,— 
the Habit covering these up. 

A hole is put at the top of the corner of the flap at left side, 
which fastens to a button put on the inside of the left leg. 

A gusset is put in at the side of this flap to provide spring for 
left thigh. 

To make this presentable when off the horse, the flap of the 
left side is brought over to the right side, and fastened by a 
swivel and ring. 

The position of elastics, pocket upturn, etc., are all clearly 
marked on diagram. 



7 ~ 

GAITERS. 
Diagram 324. 


This drawing of Gaiters will serve as a useful model. 

Variations in length can easily be adjusted between calf and 
bottom. 

Alterations in size at the back seam. 

Seams are placed up front, and back, and button through at the 
sides. Footstraps go under the foot. 










Train 
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SAFETY APIION HIDING SKIRT. 

The accompanying diagram is a reduced model of one of the 
best styles of Safety Skirts made. 

It is popularly known as the Apron Riding Skirt, for the 
simple reason that it consists of little more than an apron. 

The underside is cut away to a large extent. 

The diagram is clearly marked in plain figures, which repre¬ 
sent inches in all cases. 

If reproduced by the ordinary inch tape, it will produce a 
train suitable for a figure 24 waist, and 40 seat. 

A larger or smaller one may be produced by using a graduated 
tape agreeing with 4 inches less than the half seat. 

This model being drafted by the 36 tape for a 40 seat. 

Make variation in length at bottom. 

In making up, the side seams are sewn together as shown. 

Point 8 of the top side joins to point 14 of the underside, 
and F to 20. 

Two button holes are worked at B to fasten to buttons sewn 
on an elastic tab A. 

This goes round the leg and keeps train in position. 

Double cloth is put on at E. 

An elastic strap is put on at C, and an elastic loop at D. 

A small cloth tab is put just above C, to fasten the skirt 
across over the back when the wearer is dismounted. 

The dot and dash line shows where the edge of the lining 
comes. This is continued over the Y’s of underside. 

The X at front of waist shows where the centre of waist 
comes. 

The placket hole is faced as shown and the pocket inserted 
as illustrated. 

The sketch on the forepart shows the train made up as 
viewed from the inside. 

When cutting from the cloth care must be taken to cut it right 
side uppermost. 

Ladies usually ride with the right leg over the pommel, and 
in that case the parts must be cut with the pattern laid on the 
right side of cloth, as shown. 

Occasionally, ladies ride with the left leg over pommel, in 
which case lay the pattern on cloth wrong side up. 

The making-up is very simple, a slit or placket hole is put 
in top side, as shown, and in the facing of this, a pocket is 
inserted. 

The. flap is sometimes fastened with holes and buttons, and 
sometimes with a fly. 

The front is lined at top, either with Italian or linen. 

Sometimes a strapping of the same material is put over the 
knee to take the wear as shown. 

A deep hem is put round the bottom. 

Elastic foot straps, placed as shown, stayed to a square of 
linen. 
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THE LAWS OF ORNAMENTATION. 

It lias been laid down by competent authorities that all kinds 
of ornamentation may be brought within the range of five laws, 
viz.: (1) Repetition; (2) Alternation; (3) Symmetry; (4) Progres¬ 
sion : and (5) Balanced Confusion; and as these apply quite as 
well to the product of tailoring as they do to the decoration of 
the universe, I here show how these principles are applied to gar¬ 
ments by the aid of buttons, braids, stitchings, strappings, pockets, 
seams, etc. 

First I give illustrations of Repetition. The border is 



braided with loops formed at intervals. The first forepart has 
lines repeated, the second checks and buttons, the third braids, 
all of which serve to show how the same thing repeated become 
decorative. Another application of this principle is consonance 
or the repetition of idea, as in the case of a flap being rounded in 
harmony with the front of the jacket. 



The second illustration deals with Alternation, and shows how 
two styles of trimming are used at intervals, thus — on the edge 
the braiding forms a crow’s toe and an eye. On the first fore¬ 
part the twill runs first one way and then the reverse. On the 
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next forepart tlie braiding forms first an Austrian knot and 
then a double eye; and on the third forepart there is a strong 
check and a faint one, and the buttons are arranged in threes, 
and then a space without any. 

Another phase of this principle is Contrast, which may either 
be in form or colour, as for instance, squares and circles, black 
and white, and so on. 

The third law is Symmetry, which, in this case, means tlie 
repetition of a design on opposite side in reverse; thus, on 
the braidings you will see they are exactly alike on both sides, 
only the right side is exactly the reverse of the other. The 



human figure is symmetrical, the left side being a counterpart 
of tlie right, and this makes this style of ornamentation very 
appropriate. 

A further development of this principle is Radiation, and the 
best illustration I can give of this is the daisy, which, if traced 
on a piece of paper, can be folded over in the centre at any point 
and the pattern will be the same, the top and bottom being just 
the same as the sides. 
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The fourth principle is Progression, where the ornaments used 
get larger and larger, or wider and wider, as in the examples 
here given, the braidings up the front of the first forepart being 
wiuer at the top and narrower at the bottom. 

In the second illustration the braidings vary in width, 1 being 
the narrowest, 2 the next width, and so on with 4 to 8. 

The further development of this principle is Gradation, the 
difference being that whereas Progression is illustrated by 2, 4, 6, 
8,10,12, etc., Gradation is illustrated by 2, 4, 8. 10, 32. 04. and so 
on. 

The last principle is Balanced Confusion, and the illustration 
shows how a jacket is braided in a higgledy-piggledy way, but 
is kept within bounds by the broadly braided outline of thld 
jacket. This is not often used in tailoring, but when it is nicely 



done the effect is pretty. Deliberate confusion is the develop¬ 
ment of this, and the best illustration I can think of for it is 
the sky on a stariy night. That it is ornamental is beyond dis¬ 
pute, but the design has not yet been revealed to us. We know 
there is order and unity, but beyond that we cannot go. 

CONCLUSION. 

I have now described how to cut all the leading styles of 
Ladies’ Garments, and the cutter who has mastered these will 
be able to adapt them to successive fashions as they are brought 
out. 

To produce Ladies’ Garments successfully, taste must be 
employed as well as cutting. 

Art must be joined to science. 

The designer must be up-to-date in fashionable colours and the 
newest kinds of trimming. He will then be fully equipped to 
do his share m producing all kinds of Ladies’ Tailor-made 
Garments. 


W. D. F. VINCENT. 
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Author’s Preface. 


There are many subjects connected with the active 
work of the Cutter which are not found in the preceding 
parts, and although they may justly be described as 
Systems, yet they are of a different character to those 
already given. 

It has been my aim to sum up all these subjects in 
the present Part, hence it will be found to include widely 
varying subjects—such, for instance, as Trying on, 
Making up. Marking, Alterations, &c., &c. 

I venture to think this will not be the least 
helpful of the series. 


W. D. F. VINCENT. 
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OK 

Grading, Trying-on, and 
Making-up. 


INTRODUCTION. 

The foreman tailor is a man of many parts, and has to play 
them under varied circumstances. 

In the present Part I deal with some of those phases which 
are outside the scope of the preceding 1 Parts. 

These necessarily cover a wide area, and the treatment is 
necessarily brief. 

I trust it will be found sufficiently explicit to supply my 
readers with all the instruction necessary for practical purposes. 

The Table of Quantities will prove an excellent guide for the 
Tailor who works from pattern bunches, the quantities quoted 
having all been tested and provide for such inlays as are advised 
on another page, or at any rate for most of them. 

The conditions under which garments are made up are under¬ 
going a great change, the present tendency of the times being 
in the direction of sub-division workshops. I therefore describe 
bow these are worked. 

J also describe the leading principles of manipulation as 
practiced in the best trades. 
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The first subject dealt with is 


GRADING. 

Diagrams 325 and 326. 

One of the best methods of getting a complete set of patterns to 
contain the same features of style is that known as Grading. 

This is illustrated on Diagram 325. 

Draw line G, F level with the bottom of scye. 

Mark in from G to 9, £ breast. 

Draw lines from 9 to A, B and C. 

Increase from 9 to G, half for every inch increase, and 
vice versa. 

Vary \ at A, rather less at 13 and § at C. 

>sow mark back from the front F to 9 1 breast. 

Draw lines D, E, F. 

Vary § at D, \ at E> and J at F. 

Adjust width of shoulder to match back. 

To grade the sleeve, draw a line from A to 13, A to C and A 

to D. 

Vary from A to B, i inch, and the same at C, making it 1 
mch at D. 

Beyond 36, the length is practically stationary. 
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TO REDUCE OR ENLARGE. 

Diagram 327. 

If it is desired to alter a pattern to a size larger or smaller, 
vary it one-fifth at tlie back, two fifths under the arm, and two- 
fifths at the front. Adjust size of shoulders at scye. 

The increase at the waist is made J at side and § at front. 

An addition of £ is also made at bottom. 

TRIMMINGS. 

The following list of Trimmings will prove useful:—- 

Trimmings should be selected with due regard to colour, 
quality and weight. 

Coats.—Canvas, about £ yards; pocket silesia, about l to 

yards; linen about i yard; sleeve lining, about 
£ yard; Italian according to length and fac¬ 
ings. Also, stay tape or extra linen, silk, twist, 
buttons* shoulder paddings, hair cloth, wadding and 
hanger. 

If bound, about 5 yards for a frock coat, and 6 yards for a 
morning coat. 

If silk facings $ for small, or fj for full facings. 

Vests.—Interlining about h yard; lining, about £ yard; 

silesia, about -J yard; linen, 2 or 3 inches. Als>, 
twist, silk, buttons and buckle. 

If vest is botmd, allow 3 yards. 

Trousers.—Pocketing, $ yards; silesia, \ yard m u linen, ^ yard; 

canvas, £ yard; striped silesia, jjt yard. Also, 
buttons, 7 large and b small, for F. F., or 13 large for 
W. F., silk, twist, binding, buckle. 

In hip pocket, allow 7 or 8 inches extra pocketing. 
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CUTTING FROM THE CLOTH. 

After marking out the lay, count up your pieces before cutting. 
See that all parts are there. 

Don’t forget the underside sleeve. 

Plan for your outside collar to be on the crease. 

See that facings, flaps, etc., can he taken out the right way 
of pattern and pile. 

If there is a pile or face, see that all parts run the right way. 
Endeavour to get. all the facings in one piece. 

Avoid all undue twisting. 

Inlays do not help the tit, but they are useful in case altera¬ 
tion is necessary. 

The following should be left in all cases: — 

Goats. —Turn up at bottom of sleeves J, L, about 1A inches. 
1 inch at back of skirts, 1 on either side of hack skirts, 11 and 
C. 

Trousers.—-Turn up at bottom of legs about 1{ inches, S and 

R. 

We also advise the following: — 

Coats.- Top of hack neck, A inch A. 

Top and bottom of sidebody* \ inch* I) and T. 

Forepart sideseam, 1 inch II. 

Shoulder, f inch E. 

Neck and scye, A inch G, F. 

Hind of top side sleeve, £ inch K. 

Cuff of underside sleeve, 1 inch M. 

Vests.- Sideseam of back. 1 inch N. 

Trousers. Sideseam, 1 inch Q. 

Seat seam, 1 inch O. 

Top of leg-seam to knee, A inch P. 

For garments that fasten up to the neck leave £ inch across 
bottom of forepart, instead of at shoulder. 


CUTTING FROM DIFFERENT MATERIALS. 

For very thin materials and those that are very elastic, allow 
J inch less than for medium weights. 

For heavy Meltons, Velveteens, etc., allow 1 inch a side more 
than usual. 

For Woollen linings allow an extra inch. 

For fur linings, 2 inches a side extra. 

Velvet and Velveteens generally cut with the pile running up, 
which rule applies to the shorter hair furs. 
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QUANTITIES OF MATERIAL. 


Length of material to order fo 
nations of garments allowing 
facings. Cloth 37 inches to the 


Garment. 

Cheat. 

Sailor Suit 

24 

Jacket Suit 

26 

Highland Jacket and Vest 

24 

Eton Jacket and Vest 

28 

Jack Tar Suit 

26 


r different garments and combi- 
for usual inlays and average 
yard and 56 inches wide. 


Length. 

Sleeve. 

Tr’ users 
Side. 

Quantity of 
Material used. 

18* 

19£ 

18 

1 yd. 13 ins. 

19 

22 

19 

1 yd. 9 ins. 

18 

20 

— 

i yds. 

18 

25 

— 

i yd. 

22 

22 

324 

yds. 
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Garment. 

Chest. Length. 

Sleeve. 

Trousers 
^ Side. 

Quantity of 
Material used. 

Lounge Suit 

28 

24 

25 

36 

2 yds. 


30 

26 

27 

38 

2£ yds. 


32 

27 

29 

40 

2] yds. 


34 

28 

31 

42 

2g yds. 

2} yds. 


36 

29 

32 

43 


38 

29£ 

33 

44 

2g yds. 


40 

30 

33* 

45 

3 yds. 


42 

30 £ 

33£ 

4 H 

3] yds. 


44 

31 

33 A 

46 

3.J yds. 

For Keefers add J vd. to above quantities. 

Norfolk Jackets 

! yd. extra. 

When Trousers are not required deduct li yds. from 34 to 44 brat. and about 

1yd. from 28 to 32. 






Morning Coat Suit 

32 

33 

29 

40 

22 yds. 

»» »» «» • • 

34 

34 

31 

42 

2f yds. 

■» n > » * • 

36 

35 

32 

43 

3 yds. 

•> *« »} 

38 

35 

33 

44 

H yds. 

M «, 

40 

35 

33 

44 

31 yds. 

»• • » * » » • 

42 

36 

33 £ 

45£ 

3| yds. 

» • ft >» • • 

44 

36 

33 £ 

46 

3* yds. 

Morning Coat and Vest .. 

32 

33 

29 

— 

1S yds. 

»» M *• * • 

34 

34 

31 

— 

1J yds. 

»* »- * f • • 

36 

35 

32 

— 

1 1 yds. 

>» •» *> 

38 

36 

33 

— 

2 yds. 

•' »» »» •• 

40 

36 

33 £ 

— 

2£ yds. 

» •* «, • . 

42 

36 

33 £ 

— 

2\ yds. 

’J tt » • 

Frock Coat and Vest 

44 

36 

33£ 

— 

2§ yds. 

32 

36 

29 

— 

2 yds. 


34 

37 

31 

— 

2£ yds. 

»» *f >* 

36 

38 

32 

— 

2£ yds. 

»* ft tt • • 

38 

38 

33 

• ■ — 

21 yds. 

• * tt <• • • 

40 

39 

33 L 

— 

2g yds. 

t »» >♦ 

42 

39 

33 £ 

— 

2* yds. 

i» tr •» • • 

44 

39 

33 A 

— 

2§ 3 r ds. 

Chesterfields and Haglans 

28 

34 

25 

— 

1 1 yds. 

• • ft 

32 

38 

29 

— 

12 yds. 

** • > »» 

36 

40 

32 

— 

2 yds. 

* • ♦« * ♦ 

40 

42 

33.V 

— 

2J yds. 

*» tt »« 

44 

44 

33 A 

— 

2 A yds. 

Inverness 

2 yard 

more than above. 

Livery Frock Overcoat . . 

36 

50 

32 

— 

2] yds. 

»• »» 

40 

52 

33£ 

— 

2| yds. 

tt »• 

44 

54 

33£ 

_ 

3 yds. 

Coachman’s S.B Frock, \ 

36 

34 


Uniform Frock, or 

32 

— 

1J yds. 

Footman’s Coatee . . ) 

40 

35 

33 £ 

— 

2 yds. 

Flannel Shirt 

38 

34 

33 

— 

31 yds. 30 


ins. wide. 


Ladiew’ Jackets, 1| to 1 $ yds. ; Bodices, 1} yds. ; Blouses, l£ yds. 

TTlsteis, 2£ to 3 yclm. ; Costumes, 34 to 4 vds. ; Skirts, alnmt twice the side length. 
Habit and Train, 3£ to 4 yds. ; Habit, Train and Breeches, 4 A yds. 
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DEALING WITH WORKMEN. 

Write your instructions out definitely. 

Describe the kind of figure the garment is for, so that the 
workman may help you. 

Thus, for stooping figures the collar should be extra short along 
crease row, and sleeve forward hanging. 

Give your work out intelligently, that is, note the special 
abilities of each man and let him work on those garments on 
which he excels. 

Never expect a man to do the impossible in the matter of 
time. 

Always endeavour to avoid night work. 

Give your men as early a start as possible. 

Try to arrange your work so that each man shall have the 
best possible log. 

Do not encourage the “ boot ” or “ sub ” system. 

Discourage payment before the work is done. 

Never find fault with your workmen before others. 

He courteous and gentlemanly to every female worker. 

Give praise where praise is due. 

Encourage skilled labour by every possible means. 

Distribute the work equally in slack times. 

Never take a present from.a workman. 

See that justice is done to your employer. 

On no account pass bad workmanship. 

Listen to all the complaints your workmen have to make, and 
do your best to remove all grounds of grievance. 

A little forethought is worth a deal of afterthought. 

Harmonise the standard of work required with the price paid 
for making. 

Teach your men how to carry out your wishes. 

Be willing at all times to learn from your men. 

MAKING-UP IN BRIEF. 

Marking Threads should be put in exactly in the marks. 

The seam sewn £ inch inside the marking threads. 

Those parts which fit into a hollow of the body should be 
shrunk such as sidebody at waist. 

As a general rule, those parts out hollow should he stretched 
(exceptions: top of sidebody at back scye, and underarm of 
sleeve). 

The round parts should 1 >e drawn in and shrunk, the fulness 
being pressed in the direction of the nearest prominence. 

Fulness is easily distributed by means of a drawing thread 
put in before seaming. 

The canvas should be shrunk before using. 
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The shoulders of canvas should have V\s inserted at gorge, 
shoulder and scye. 

The edge is best steadied with a narrow strip of linen. 

A bridle of linen should be put on the crease row. 

The back scye should be slightly drawn in with a drawing 
thread, and the under sleeve kept tight at that part. 

The fulness of the sleeve head should begin 1 inch in front 
of shoulder seam, and be distributed down to within 1 inch of fore¬ 
arm pitch. 

The front edge should be drawn in about 1 inch ; the principal 
portion of this being opposite the breast. 

The collar should be put on slightly tight across the back, 
long in the hollow of gorge, and slightly tight in front of 
break. 

The collar and lapel should only he pressed from the outside, 
as the underpart always shrinks the most. 

The linings should be put in long over the waist and in the 
sleeves. 

T\ ide across the back and shoulders, but rather narrow at 
breast. 

Bottom of back skirt should be made to curl inwards by 
putting in a corner piece of canvas tight at that part. 


PRICES PAID FOR MAKING UP. 


I lie following brief statement of the prices paid in different 
paiis of the Kingdom will be of service as indicating the general 
lun of prices. In the first column we have the average of 
1 rovincial Logs, which has been compiled from some forty differ¬ 
ent Logs, obtained from different parts of the country. * This is 
quoted at, so many hours, ,the rate per hour varying between 
od. and Td. with an average of rather less than 6d. 

I lie second column is the London Uniform Time Log, and here 
agam the price is quoted in hours; the rate per hour varying 
from Gd. to 7d. in the different classes of trade. 

Both these Logs are for hand work and provide for reductions 
tor machine work. 
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The Blackburn Log is one of tlie latest to be introduced, and 
as will be seen in the third column the price is quoted in figures 
and allows for machine work. 

The prices are necessarily vague in some cases, but as a general 
rub* the lower price refers to third class material and the higher 
to first class goods. 


Average of Logs. London Uniform 
3d. to 7d. Time Log. 

Garment. Average a trifle less 6d..6M., and 7d. Blackburn Log, 


than 5d. 

per hour. 

per hour. 

one of the latest. 


Hours. 

Hours. 

Price. 

Frock and Dress Coals 

32 

to 36 

32 J 

13 9 to 16/6 

Morning Coats 

24£ to 28* 

26 

10/- to 12/- 

Chesterfields 

26£ to 304 

26] 

10/- to 12/- 

Dust Coats 


18 

— 

— 

Inverness Capes 

20 

to 23 

25} 

9/6 to 11/- 

Lounge Jackets 

22 

to 25 

22] 

8/4 to 10/- 

D. B. Reefers 

24 

to 27 

22} 

— 

Norfolk Jackets 

27 

to 30 

26] 

10/- to 12/- 

Boating Jackets 


15 

— 

7/6 

Dressing Gowns 

Youths* Eton Jackeis.. 

18 

to 26 

— 

— 

16 

to 18 

18] 

5/6 

Youths* Jackets 

11 

to 12 

— 

— 

Vests . . 

8 J 

to 9] 

8] 

3/- to 3/7 

Trousers 

10 

to 12 

9 to 10 

3/11] to 4/9 

Kmckers 

11 

to 13 

10 to 14 

3/6] to 4/3 

Breeches 

12 

to 14 

11 to 13 

5/- to 6/- 

Pantaloons 

14 

to 16 

10] 

— 

Leggings 


7 

8 

2/6 

Drawers 

4 

to 5 

4 

— 

Under Vests .. 


4 

4 

— 

Overalls 


8 

9 

— 

Kilts 

12 

to 15 

— 

— 

Caps 

2 

to 2] 

31 

— 

Coachman’s Frock 


28 

15/- 

Groom’s Frock 


26 

29 

15/- 

Footman’s Coatee 


28 

31] 

16/6 

16/6 

Coachman’s Overcoat 
Footman’s and Groom’s 


32 

41] 

Overcoat 


30 

38 

16/6 

Postidion’s Jacket 


20 

25 

— 

Page’s J acket 

47 

18 

18 

5/6 

Military Tunic 

to 6t 

— - 

— 

Mess Jacket 

33 

to 35 

— 

— 

Overcoat 


36 

— 

— 

Ladies’ Riding Habit.. 

26 

to 36 

from 19 

— 
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Average of Logs. London Uniform 
3d. to 7d. Time Log. 


Garment. Average a trifle less 6d., 6?,d. t and 7d. 

Blackburn Log, 

than .*>d. per hour. 

per hour. 

one of the latest. 


Hours. 

Hours. 


Price. 

Riding or Walking 





Skirt.. 

9 to li 

13 J 

«/- 

to 6/- 

Ladies’ Frock Coat .. 

29 to 33 

— 


— 

Ladies’ Morning Coat 

24 to 28 

— 

10/- 

to 12/- 

Ladies’ Jacket. • 

22 to 25 

19 

S/4 

to 10/- 

Dress Bodice .. 

22 to 36 

19 


— 

Ladies' Trousers 

9 to 10 

— 


— 

Ulsters 

— 

29 

10/- 

to 12/- 


SUB-DIVISION WORKSHOPS 

are arranged with a staff proportioned as follows : — 

One Fitter-up and Raster: one Machinist; one Presser; one 
General Tailor; two women and one girl. 

The Fitter-up is generally the foreman, and he is assisted in 
the Basting by the General Tailor. 

The women make the button holes, fell and finish. 

The wages usually paid are about 8/- per day to the men, with 
extra to the foreman. 

Women about 5/- per day, and girls 2/- to 3/-. 

When paid by the piece, Machinists and Dressers are both 
paid from 1/6 to 2/- the job. 

Frock and Morning Coats being paid at tin* same rate as a 
Lounge or Chesterfield, vests being included. 

No extras are paid for, but boys’ coats are paid for at the same 
rate as men’s. 

The cost of producing garmen ts on this plan was recently given 
by Mr. Chambers before the Nottingham Society as follows: — 

Frock Coat and Vest, 14/-. 

Morning Coat and Vest, D/0. 

Lounge and Vest, 8/-. 

These prices include cost of sewings and light. 

It is stated from observation that a staff of six arranged as 
above can turn out eight Lounges a day in good style, working 
10 \ hours per day. 
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Another method of cutting, which is often followed, is to 
arrange with a man to take the entire management of the shop 
on the premises, and pay him so much for each garment and 
leave the payment of the assistants to him. This plan is very 
much opposed by the Men’s Societies, as it is looked upon by 
them as encouraging Middlemen and leaving no check upon 
sweating. They contend rightly that all employees should be 
engaged direct by the employer. Another plan is to give the 
work out to a man who arranges his own workshops and is paid 
by the garment. 


TRYING ON. 

It is an advantage to try on, as it enables the cutter to 
correct errors of fit, style, and manipulation at the easiest stage. 

The best method of preparing a coat is that known as the 
forward baste. 

In this method the seams are all sewn and pressed open, with the 
exception of back, shoulder and scye seams. 

The manipulation is put in, the padding inserted, the linings 
basted over, both sleeves basted in, and the collar basted on. 

See that the garment is on properly. 

Now note the general hang or balance. 

If it hangs away behind it is too long in the front. 

If it drags up at front and stands away at bottom of forepart, * 
it is too short in front shoulder. 

Now pinch the edges together, and pin in position. 

Mark the meeting edge to edge line with chalk. 

Ask customer if it is comfortable; this will give him an 
opportunity to express his opinions. 

Now examine the various parts in the following order: — 

Top of back. Back scye. Back waist. Back pleats. Sides 
and hips. 

Sleeves, noting balance, length, width. 

Front collar, and height of opening. Shoulders. Front of 
scye. 

Breast, waist, and bottom of forepart. 

Remember a coat is always easier in the scye when finished; 
the scye seams being pressed hack. 

Mark all alterations needed. 

Endeavour to grasp customer’s wishes. 

Carefully criticise four own work, so that the result may ho 
the best possible. 

Always aim at perfection ill fit, style and finish. 
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CUTTING BY MODEL PATTERNS. 

Stooping Figure, Diagram 351 : 

Increase back length A, B, C. 

Wider back C, J). Increase suppression at 1), F. 

Advance scye at G. 

Take wedge out of fronts to nothing at front of scye, and thus 
alter shoulder as G, H, I, J. 

Lower top of forearm of sleeve K to L. Diagram 352 : 

Reduce spring over scat and give short crease edge to collar. 

Erect Figure, Diagrams 353 and 354 : 

Shorten back A, B, C. 

Reduce width of back at C, 1). 

Reduce round over sidebodv at E. 

Lengthen shoulder at H, I. and give more width and round 
to the front at K. 

Correct length of gorge at J. 

Lower hind arm of sleeve, M to X, Diagram 354. 

Long Necks:—Alter as 1, 2, 3 and 6, 7, 9, Diagram 356. 

Short Necks :—Alter as 4, 5, 3 and 6, 8, 9, Diagram 356. 

Draw line 2, 5, parallel with back, and line 7, 8 from front of 
scye through neck point. 

Long and Short Bodies, Diagram 357, shows how to provide 
for these, the dot and dash line indicating the alteration for 
short bodies and the dash line the alteration for long bodies. 

It often happens that short-bodied people are square in the 
shoulders. 

f aref\d observation should be made of this, and, if necessary, 
provision made accordingly. 


LARGE AND SMALL WAISTS. 


Diagram 358. 


Add on J of the disproportion at ]), and the same quantity 
to the bottom of forepart at E. 

Add on l at the front, less the small variation made at B, 
which should only be a trifle, say 4, for 4 inches disproportion, 
and i inch for 8 inches. 

Thus, for a figure 6 inches disproportion, add g at B. 

1 inch at I), 1 inch at bottom of forepart. 

1§ at E, as per dot and dash line. 

The dotted line shows the alteration for small waists. 

Corpulent Figures are often erect, hence the ? marks at ton 
of back. 1 


It is often necessary' to shorten back balance 

In making up either, take out V at E or draw in the fronts. 
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l)o not. put too much skirt fulness over the hips. 

Keep a Hat sleeve head and a low collar stand. 

High and Low Shoulders, Diagram 359 : — 

In practice, the alteration for short necks (Diagram 35G) 
answers for square shoulders. 

As an alternative alteration, I show how to adapt the scye, 
as per dot and dash line 1, 1. 1. 

Sloping shoulders are practically the same as long neck. 

The alteration is shown by the dotted lines 3, 3, 3 (Diagram 
359). 

Hump in Centre of Back*, Diagram 3G0 : — 

Insert wedge at A to the amount desired. 

Build up with wadding at B, with the object of reducing the 
apparent size of hump as much as possible. 

Hump at Side of Back*, Diagram 3G1: — 

Insert wedge at D to nothing at C. 

Draw in as much as possible at D. 

Build up with wadding at D. 

In cutting for deformities drape rather than fit. 

PRINCIPLES OF ALTERATIONS. 

The following diagrams illustrate the principles governing 
alterations: — 

Vertical or upright folds (Diagram 328) are the results of 
excessive width. 

Horizontal folds (Diagram 329) are caused by an excessive 

length. 

Creases (Diagram 330) are caused by shortness between the 
extreme points of crease—thus, diagonal creases from A to B 
show a shortness from A to B. 

Fulness at B (Diagram 331) is caused by contraction or tight¬ 
ness at A, thus—^fulness at any part generally arises from tight¬ 
ness elsewhere. 

These will suggest a remedy for most defects. 

In producing certain effects it is well to know that straight 
edges as 1, 2 and 3, 4 (Diagram 332) are equal. 

A hollow edge at 7, 8 (Diagram 333) is relatively short to the 
other parts and will throw fulness on the outer edge as at 5, 
6 . 

On the other hand, a round edge as 11, 12 of Diagram 334 
is long in comparison to other parts, and will result in short¬ 
ness at outer edge 9, 10. 

When taking a seam from a hollow edge (Diagram 305) it J s 

. ne 1’ but wlien takin P a from a round (Diagram 

oob) it is shortened. 
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DEFECTS AND THEIR REMEDIES. 

This is a subject upon winch, volumes might be written. 

In brief, they may generally be traced to bad cutting, bad 
workmanship, or the fads of customers. 

Defects must, in all cases, be traced to their source. 

One alteration will not do for a given defect in all cases. 

In the following list I have given several alterations, the 
one to use being decided on after careful consideration of the 
general circumstances of the case. 

The dotted lines of the diagrams indicate the alterations to 


make. 

Take for instance: — 



Tight Scye.—Causes : — 

(1) Insufficient distance from 1 to 2. Remedy, let out at 
under arm as Diagram 338. 

(2) Insufficient distance from 2 to 3. Remedy, let out at 
neck point as Diagram 339. 

(3) Insufficient scye circumference as 4, 5, G and 7. Diagram 
337. Remedy, let out at shoulder point as Diagram 341. 

(4) Sleeve too small for scye. Remedy, let out at hind arm 
as Diagram 340. 

(5) Too crooked a cut. Remedy, as per dotted line. Diagram 
342. 

(6) Lining-in too small, thus causing contraction. Remedy, 
let out lining to size required. 

(7) Short collar. Remedy, a longer collar. 
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Fulness at Top of Sideseam.—Diagram 343. 

Causes: — 

(1) Too long back. Remedy, as Diagram 345, dotted lines. 

(2) Badly put in sleeve. Remedy, put drawing thread in from 
B to C, and keep sleeve tight at that part, putting any fulness 
there may be at bottom of scye. Full on back at A, and press 
down. See diagram 346. 

(3) Too much suppression at waist. Remedy, let out at A. 
Diagram 344. 

(4) Too tight on hips. Remedy, let out at A and B. Diagram 

344. " , 

(5) Too short a front shoulder. Remedy, lengthen as per 
dotted line of Diagram 347. Or deepen scye and shorten back 
as per dotted line of 345. This latter shortens the garment but 
does not involve a new collar. 
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(6) Too short a collar. The only remedy for this is to lengthen 
it. 

Special care to avoid this defect should be taken by putting 
a little wadding in at C, and pressing fulness all in the direction 
of A*. 

Fulness at Front of Scye (Diagram 348) : — 

Alter as per dotted line, reducing the length of neck by a V, if 
necessary. 

Creases in Front of Shoulder: — 

Lengthen at B (Diagram 349), advancing it at B, and taking 
off at scye end. 

This may also arise from badly put in facings. 

Creases at Top of Forearm of Sleeve: — 

Lower forearm as per dotted line A, Diagram 350. 

Or it may be rectified by raising the forearm pitch and lower¬ 
ing it at back, thus producing a more forward hanging sleeve. 

Loose material at top of hind arm is remedied by the reverse 
alteration to Diagram 350. 

The following is a brief statement of Defects and Remedies : — 

COATS. 

NECK AND COLLAR.. 

Too High in the Neck : — 

Lower or reduce stand of collar, as in Diagram 362. 

Too Low in the Neck: — 

Pass collar up on the inlay, or sink scye and take in at 
shoulder points, or make stand of collar deeper; in other words 
reverse Diagram 362. 

Collar Standing Away Behind : — 

Shorten collar or draw in crease edge. If front shoulder is too 
long, shorten and readjust collar, as in Diagram 363., 

Collar loose at side, more often the right side. 

Shorten collar or draw in with bridle, or straighten shoulder 
and take in shoulder at neck, and keep collar close, as in Diagram 
364, ^ 

Collar Riding Tip: — 

Let out inlay at shoulder end, or take in at neck point and 
shorten top of back. 

Collar End Turning TJp: — 

Reduce length and width of the end of the under collar, and 
full on outside collar, as Diagram 365. 

Fall of Collar Riding up above Collar Seam : — 

Lengthen outer or fall edge of collar; this can generally be 
done by stretching, as suggested by Diagram 369. 

Short Collar: — 

Lengthen collar as Diagram 367, or reduce length of gorge, 
which may sometimes be done by taking out a V in front of 
the crease row, see Diagram 368. 
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DEFECTS IN SHOULDERS. 

Crease from Neck Point to Shoulder Bone : , 

Straighten, neck, let out shoulder at scye end, and stretch 
over the region of the shoulder bone, see Diagram 3by. 

Crease from Neck Point to Bottom of Scye: 

Straighten and lengthen neck point as Diagram 3 - 0. If collar 
is short lengthen it. If facings are narrow, let them out. 

Crease above the Breast Pocket: — 

Give more width to welt, or cut pocket mouth through to scye, 
and pass lower part forward 4 inch, as in Diagram 3 < 1. 

Tight at neck, loose at Shoulder End: — 

Let out neck point, as in Diagram 3(2; or lengthen collar, . 
or take in at shoulder end and, if necessary, deepen the scye. 

Tight on Shoulder, loose Round Neck : — 

Let out at scye end of shoulder, as Diagram 3. 3, and, if neces- 
earv let out sleeve: or take in at neck point and shorten collar. 

Circular Crease below Front of Scye: — 

Deepen and advance scye as Diagram 3(4- or lengthen 
shoulder. If facings are tight or twisted, put them right. 

Crease from Front of Scye to Hip: — 

Let out under arm seam at waist, as Diagram 3(0. 

Circular Crease at Front of Scye :— , . , 

Advance scye as Diagram 37(>, or if facings are tight let them 
out. 
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Tightness of Scye (See Diagrams 337 to 342):—Read com¬ 
ments on them on a preceding page. 

Fulness at Front of Scye: — 

See Diagram 348, with comments on same, on a preceding 
page. 

Coat. Slipping Off Shoulders : — 

Enlarge scye, or reduce the size of neck; or let out at waist 
according to cause (see Diagram 380). 

Coats Lifting at Sides when Arms are Raised: — 

Bring scye higher by shortening at shoulder of back and 
front, as Diagram 378. 

Adjust size of sleeve to altered scye and if possible reduce 
hollow of undersleeve, as in Diagram 379. 

Horizontal Creases Across Waist: — 

Let out over hips and give more width to waist, as Diagram 
381. 

Dragging on Top Button: — 

Crooken shoulder or let out under arm, see Diagram 382. 

Looseness in Hollow of Shoulder: — 

Let out at neck and scye end of shoulder; insert V’s in canvas 
and generally work up shoulder (see Diagram 383). 

DEFECTS AT BACK. 

Crease across Top of Back : — 

Shorten back at top as Diagram 384. If back has been 
lulled on forepart put on plain. 

Horizontal Fold across Back: — 

Shorten back at shoulders and neck, as Diagram 384. Adjust 
sleeve to altered scye. 

Fulness at Top of Sidebody : — 

8ictabod° 11 ^ ^ roun< l ( as Diagram 385), or take in at top of 

Circular Creases at Top of Sidebody: — 
sideseam sideb<xly at +op (as Dia *? rani 386) and take in at top of 

Hanging Away at Waist: — 

Shorten front shoulder (as Diagram 387) or take in at bottom 
or sidebody. 

Horizontal Creases at Waist of Sidebody:_ 

below ° Ut at b ° ttom of si 3ebody and give a little more skirt 

Perpendicular Fold between Blades :_ 

lake in back and sidebody at sideseam; or crooken the 
front ^ Wltb tbe ob;|ect of bringing the garment more to the 

DEFECTS IN SLEEVES. 

Sleeve -Tight at Elbow when Arm is brought forward •_ 

Lower forearm at top as Diagram 389. 
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Sleeve Dragging on Elbow when Arni rests at Side: 

Let out forearm at top (as Diagram 390) or elbow at hind 


arm (as Diagram 391). 

Sleeve Dragging up when Arm is brought forward: — 

Lower forearm at top (as Diagram 389) and lengthen cun, if 
necessary. 

Creases across Forearm at Top: — 

Alter sleeve (as Diagram 389) by lowering forearm; or raise 
forearm pitch and lower hind arm pitch. 

Drag from Forearm to Elbow when arm rests at Side : — 

Shorten top of hind arm (as Diagram 392), or let out hind 
arm at elbow (as Diagram 391). 

Fulness at Top of Under Side Sleeve : — 

Hollow under sleeve (as Diagram 393). 

Dragging on Muscles when arm is raised : — 

Fill up hollow of undersleeve, either by sewing a piece m or 
by shortening sleeve all round the top, except at the hollow 
(as Diagram 394) and lengthen at the cuff. 

Cuff Standing Away at Forearm : — 

Raise hind arm pitch and lower forearm pitch (as Diagram 
395), or shorten sleeve at top of hind arm (as Diagram 39L). 

Front Seam coming on Top of Hand : — 

Lower forearm pitch and raise hind arm pitch (as Diagram 
395). 
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DEFECTS IN SKIRTS. 

Frock Coat Skirt gaping at Bottom : — 

Shorten at waist seam at front (as Diagram 396); this may 
involve a re adjustment of the length of the skirt at the back. 

Frock Coat Skirt Overlapping : — 

Reduce at front edge (as Diagram 399). 

Crease Over Hips : — 

Put on more fulness and provide more hip room (as Diagram 
39 4). 

Pleats Gaping at Bottom of Back : — 

Let out pleats at bottom of skirt (as Diagram 398), or if it is 
caused by the front shoulder being too short, lengthen at 
shoulder (as Diagram 406). 

Pleats Overlapping: — 

Take in at pleats, or if it is caused by too long front shoulder, 
shorten (as Diagram 387). 

Tight on Top and Loose on Bottom Button : — 

Crooken shoulder (as Diagram 400) or lengthen collar. 

Loose on top and tight on bottom button. 

Straighten shoulder (as Diagram 380) and shorten collar. 

VESTS. 

Loose Round the Xeck.—Take in at neck point (as Diagram 
401). 

Bottom of Forepart Standing Away from Figure : — 

Lengthen forepart at shoulder (as Diagram 406). 

Horizontal Crease Round Waist: — 

Let out at bottom of sideseam, so as to increase the size round 
the bottom (as Diagram 402). 

Loose at Bottom of Forepart in Corpulent Figures : — 

Take horizontal V out of pocket mouth (as Diagram 404), and 
put facing on short round the bottom. 

Too Short: — 

Lengthen by back; add on length required at shoulder and 
lower scye, and back same quantity and lengthen it at 
bottom (as Diagram 405), or it may be done by putting 
a yoke across the back, lengthening the yoke the same 
amount as is added to the shoulder. 

Drag on Sleeve in Vest when Arm is Raised: — 

Bring vest close up to scye by shortening back and forepart 
at shoulder (as Diagram 408): give plenty of round at top of 
under side sleeve (as Diagram 409). 

TROUSERS. 

Short in Body.—Lower fork and lengthen legs at bottom (as 
Diagram 410). 

Tight in Seat: — 

Let out seat seam (as Diagram 411), and if necessary let out 
at fork. 
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Inability to Stoop: — 

Take in seat seam, and let out side seam (as Diagram 412). 

Horseshoe Folds at Back of Tliigh: — 

Full on topside from fork to knee at both side and leg seams, 
and full oil under side opposite calf at both leg and sideseams. 
(as Diagram 413). 

Creases Below Seat: — 

Let out seat seam, and take in sideseam, or reduce waist by a 
fish, making the reverse alteration to that done in Diagram 
412. 

Creases from the Fork to Knee: — 

Let out fork (as Diagram 407). 

Loose Material in Lap : — 

Take in top sides at fork, the same as if dress was being taken 
out (see Diagram 418), let out underside at seat, making the 
same alteration as would result from the insertion of a horizontal 
wedge across underside at seat, and the taking out of horizontal 
■wedge across the top side from fall seam to nothing at side (see 
Diagram 414). 

Rising from the Foot -when Sitting: — 

Give more room and more angle to seat (as Diagram 415). 

Standing Away at Heel: — 

Full on under sides over calf, and draw in heel with stay tape, 
if the former alteration is not sufficient. 

Side seam Twisting to Front of Boot: — 

Rip side and leg seams; pass the top side up on the under 
side at sideseam and down at the leg seam (see balance marks on 
Diagram 417). 

This alteration generally arises from the driving of the sewing 
machine; the basting marks not having been kept properly 
together. 

Fulness at Fork : — 

Reduce fork (as Diagram 418) and let out at sideseam, if neces¬ 
sary, or let out leg seam from nothing at fork, and take in at 
sideseam the same amount as is let out at leg seam. 

Trousers Cutting Between Legs : — 

Let out at fork and, if necessary, shorten legs. Suggest to 
the wearer the lengthening of his braces. 


These are the most common defects in coats, vests, and trousers. 
The subject is an almost endless one, as alterations arise from 
so many causes, and result in such curious combinations, so that 
the cutter will always have to rely more or less on his own 
common sense. The above cases will supply some guiding 
principles, which I trust will prove helpful. 
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GRADUATED TAPES. 


Any of tlie diagrams in this work may be reproduced to any 
size by graduated tapes, if so desired. 

Graduated Tapes have the divisions which in the ordinary tape 
are 1 inch long—of varying lengths. These divisions are known as 
units or “ ones,” by which is meant they bear the same propor¬ 
tion to the size marked on the tape as the 1 inch does to the 18 
tape, viz., one-eighteenth, so that a unit of a 13i tape would be 
| inch. A unit of a 224 tape, 1£ inches, and so on. 

When using tapes for very large or very small sizes, select a 
tape rather smaller than is indicated by the measure for the large 
sizes, and rather larger for the small sizes. 

If a tape is used agreeing with the half chest measure for coats 
and vests, and the half seat measure for trousers and breeches, it 
will work successfully for sizes from 32 to 40. 

Above 40, deduct 1 inch for every inch, thus:—use a 43 tape 
—that is, a 214 tape—for a 44 chest; a 23 tape for a 48 chest, 
and so on. 

For small sizes, add J inch for every inch below 32, thus: — 
for 28 breast, use a 134 tape: for a 24 breast, use a 13 tape, and 
so on. 

This will overcome the peculiarities of the development of 
the shoulders for large and small sizes, and at the same time 
make up the total size of the garment from back seam to front 
edge, and about 34 inches more than the half chest. 

If the model to be reproduced is not drafted to the 36 size, 
then the graduated tape must be selected as much larger or 
smaller than the 36 tape is larger or smaller than the breast of 
the model,—thus, a model drawn out to fit a 40 inch breast, and 
desired to be reproduced to fit a 34, the tape selected should be 
the 15, that bearing the same relation to the 34 that ihe 18 tape 
does to the 40 chest. 

For the reproduction of Robes and Gowns, and such garments 
as consist principally of style, the graduated tape is the best 
method of reproduction, when other sizes are desired 

On the opposite page is given a- photo reduction of a complete 
set of tapes from 11 to 25. 

. Tile figures are very small but it will illustrate the varying 
size of the units. 

In addition to these there are a large number of special makes 
each of which have their peculiarity. 
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TABLE OF ALIQUOT PARTS. 

Some cutters find it difficult to calculate aliquot parts. 

If there are any such amongst my leaders, the table on the 
opposite page will be invaluable to them. 

On it are given the £, l, J, 4, §, and f of all the half seat 
or breast measures from 12 to 24. 

To use this, select the row having the size of seat or breast 
measure you are cutting for, say, the 30-breast man, which 
would be 18 on the half; say you desire the one-fifth of this 
you take the horizontal row, having 18 as the first figures, and 
the perpendicular row, having one-lifth at the top, and the 
result is 3f. 

Take another illustration: — 

We want 3 of 22A. We select the horizontal row, having 224 
as the first figures, "and the vertical row having 3 at the top, and 
where these meet the result—equal 15—will be found, and so on 
for any quantity or division. 

VINCENTS PRACTICAL GUIDE TAPE. 

It sometimes happens that those who use my system have to 
cut from measures taken by others, so, with a view of helping 
6 uch, I have prepared a scale of measures giving the various 
quantities usually found correct for the different sizes of chest, 
so that this system may be used as a breast measure method with¬ 
out producing any of the difficulties which are the constant 
lot of' the breast measure cutter. 

This scale contains the following measures; depth of scye, 
front shoulder, and such other measures as are required for that 
particular measure. This will be found in Part II. It may, 
however, be found that when the scale is wanted, it is left at 
home, so I have arranged the whole thing on an inch tape, a 
reduced illustration of which is shown on the opposite page. On 
it are clearly marked for all sizes from 24 to 50 chest the follow¬ 
ing quantities, width of back, across chest, width of back neck, 
front shoulder, shoulder slope, scye depth, and over-shoulder. 
This tape is arranged with the figures running on the one side 
horizontall}", and on the other vertically, so that the lengths 
and widths can be taken with the utmost possible ease. By the 
aid of this tape, any cutter of average intelligence can. produce 
a set of patterns which will run harmoniously throughout the 
whole set. It is a decided advance on any method of grading or 
graduation which is at present before the trade. This tape, how¬ 
ever, has another use, namely, that the cutter will be able to 
detect if his customer varies in any respect from the average 
proportions, and by finding if any particular measure is larger or 
smaller than usual for this chest measure, he will be able to 
more carefully note the attitude and build of his customer, and 
so be better qualified to cut him a successful pattern. The price 
of it is 1 /-, post free 1 1 . 
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USEFUL HINTS ON FASHION LENGTHS. 

Lounges are now made half height of figure, less 3 or 4 inches. 
Morning Coats, half height* plus 4 to G inches. 

Frock and Dress Coats, half height* plus G inches. 

Chesterfields, five-eighths total height. 

Covert Coats, half total height, less 1 or 2 inches. 

Vests, one-fourtli total height, plus 8 inches. 

Cassocks, height of figure* less 10 inches. 


CLEANING HINTS AND RECIPES. 

Liquified Sunlight Soap is one of the best agents for cleaning 
clothes. 

So-called u Dry Cleaning'’ is done by rubbing the articles with 
naptha, benzine, spirits of turpentine, methylated spirits, or 
chloroform. This will remove almost any stain or mark, and, as 
it quickly evaporates, leaves the garment dry. When using 
these, keep away from a naked light. 

An excellent cleaning concoction is made by dissolving half 
ounce each of ammonia* salts of sorrel* and common soda in a 
pint of water. It may be used cold, and will remove paint, tar 
or fruit stains. 

Grease and oil may be removed by laying a piece of blotting 
or brown paper on the top, and passing a hot iron over it, and 
remove the last trace of it with ammonia or bezoline. 

Oxalic acid dissolved in water will remove stains of rust, wine 
or fruit marks, iron mould, etc., but it must only be used on 
white. 

A teaspoonful of chloride of lime will remove all stains from 
White Moleskin or Canton Breeches. They should be rinsed in 
water slightly blued afterwards. 

To keep away moths use any of the following agents:—turpen¬ 
tine* camphor* napthaline, salts, bitter apple. It is also said 
that moths have an aversion to the ink on newspapers. 

Hartshorn is very useful in restoring colours that have been 
anected by the use of acids. 

A simple test for indigo cloth is salts of sorrel dissolved in 
water. It it turns an indistinct orange colour the dye is not 
good, but if it turns a greenish olive colour, it has been indigo 
dyed in the wool. e 
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THE MAGIC CLEANING FLUID. 

Dissolve quarter pound of Castile soap in one gallon of soft 
water by boiling, and whilst the water is hot add three ounces 
of liquid ammonia, two ounces of sulphuric ether, two ounces of 
glycerine, and four ounces of alcohol. Keep away from a naked 
flame whilst mixing; when cool put in to bottles and cork. This 
fluid evaporates quickly, and removes grease, etc., like magic. 
It may be used on woollen or linen goods, as it does not stain. 

FURS. 

If Furs are sponged with a solution made of ten grains of 
corrosive sublimate, dissolved in a pint of warm water, it will 
effectively protect them from moth. This must be used care¬ 
fully as it is a strong poison. 

A good plan of cleaning Furs is to warm some new bran in a 
pan, and when rather hot rub it thoroughly into the Fur. Repeat 
this two or three times, applying it with book muslin and brush. 

White Furs may be cleaned by laying them on a table, and 
rubbing them well with bran, moistened with, warm water, 
applied with a flannel, and finally rubbed with magnesia. 

BLACK CLOTH REVIVER. 

A good black cloth reviver may be made by boiling two pounds 
of logwood and one pound of blue gall in five quarts of water 
for two hours, and after it is strained, add a pound of green 
copperas. 

Another good mixture may be made as follows:—2 ozs. of 
bruised blue gall, 1 oz. of sumach. 1 oz. of logwood, 1 pint of 
vinegar, £ ounce of sugar. Soak in a closed vessel for 24 hours, 
macerating it thoroughly, and applying heat. Strain off the 
clear liquid, and add 1 oz. of sulphate of iron, and shake the 
mixture twice a day for a week. Apply with brush or a sponge, 
and keep it in a corked bottle. 

For blue-black cloth, an excellent reviver is made by dissolving 
1 oz. of soluble Prussian blue in a. quart of water. 

A solution of oxgall is also recommended as a good renovator 
of black cloth. One tablespoonful of oxgall being mixed with 
a quart of water. 

TO REMOVE SHINE. 

Shine on worsted and other cloths may be partly removed by 
being well rubbed with turpentine or a solution of ammonia, or 
some strong coffee. 
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TO RAISE THE NAP ON CLOTH. 


Soak the damaged paid in cold water* then lay it on a hoard, 
and rub with a half-worn hatter’s card, filled with flocks. Hang 
the cloth up to dry, and then lightly brush the nap the right 
way. 


TO DRAW DESIGNS ON CLOTH. 


Mix a little blue stone and a little sugar with water, and apply 
this to the cloth with a quill pen. 


TO RENOVATE SILK. 


Sponge with a solution of ammonia and iron on the wrong 
side. 


TO CLEAN SILKS AND SATINS. 


Make a mixture of the following:—4 ozs. soft soap, 4 ozs. 
of honey* the white of an egg, and two table-spoonsful of alcohol. 
Brush the silk with this mixture, using a rather hard brush; 
rinse in cold water; let it drain nearly dry, and press on the 
wrong side while damp. 


TO CLEAN DELICATE SILK. 


Scrape a few potatoes to pulp, add a little water* and clean with 
this mixture. 

GREASE AND WAX STAINS ON SILK. 

Scrape away the wax or grease, and gently rub the spot with 
French chalk, mixed with lavender water to the consistence of 
cream. Lay some blotting paper on the top. and apply a warm 
iron. Remove the chalk when dry, and brush with a soft 


brush. 


RESTORIXG COLOUR TO SILK. 

Hartshorn or sal volatile applied to silks that have had the 
colour taken out of them by acids will often restore them. 



PASTE FOR WHITE BREECHES. 


--vxxx XV id CTJ. taty uunaisi 

lay it evenly over all parts of the breeches, 
out to dry. 
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WATERPROOFING CLOTH. 

Dissolve one ounce of white wax in a quart of spirits of turpen¬ 
tine. Immerse the cloth in this and hang to dry. 

ANOTHER METHOD :—Apply a solution of isinglass, alum 
and soap of equal quantities by means of a brush. When dry, 
brush it against the grain on the wrong side, and then go over 
with a brush dipped in water. 

ANOTHER PLAN:—Dissolve half-pound of alum in two 
quarts of boiling water; add two gallons of cold water, soak the 
cloth in this for 24 hours. Take it out* and let it drain dry; 
then dissolve one pound of sugar of lead in two quarts of boiling 
water* and add two gallons of cold water, and immerse the cloth 
in this for six hours, ring it out gently, and let it dry in the 
shade. 


WHAT TO CHARGE. 

The problem of price is one that often gives considerable 
anxiety to the Tailor's mind, and as it is one that vitally aifects 
his success or failure, I venture to offer a few words of advice 
on the subject. 

It must be assumed that the Tailor is in business to make a 
profit—the larger in reason the better, but whilst he is desirous 
of increasing his profits, he is also ambitious to increase his trade* 
so that his price should compare favourably with those of his 
competitors. A knowledge of what they are doing and how 
they are doing it, becomes an important help to his business, 
for in comparing prices, style and finish must be taken into 
account, as well as the actual sum charged. 


ESTIMATING THE COST. 

The usual plan followed is for the Tailor to carefully calculate 
the cost of the article he is selling, on some such lines as 

Cloth .. 

trimmings ... ... ,, 

^f ak ! n £ . 

Cutting ... ... ... ,, 

and then to total this up, and add on from 25 to 50 per cent, profit. 
The smallest profit on which a ready-money business can he 
conducted profitably is 25 per cent., by which we mean that a 
fourth of the amount received for the goods is profit. 
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For instance, suppose the cash received be £1. The profit out 
of this amount is 5/-, or, in other words, the cost of cloth, trim¬ 
mings, making, and cutting totals up to 15/-, so that when 
calculating to get 25 per cent, in this way, one-tliird must be 
added to the cost. 

For credit trades the usual profit is 33J per cent., or, in other 
words, one-third profit: and in order to get that, half the cost 
should be added thus:—cost, 20/-; selling price, 30/-, and so 
on. 

Now, out of the profits made in this way 10 to 15 per cent, will be 
swallowed up in working expenses, such as rent, lighting, 
business expenses, etc., so that the net profit would only be from 
10 to 15 per cent. The fact of working expenses should be 
carefully remembered, for rent has to be paid, carriage of goods 
must be forthcoming, and the errand boy will not stay unless he 
is paid his wages, so that the Tailor must never buy and sell 
for the actual price he pays the woollen merchant, etc. That 
would mean to him a loss of from 10 to 15 per cent., and would 
soon land him in the Bankruptcy Court. 

The plan followed by some of the most successful houses is to 
arrange 


A SCALE OF CHARGES, 

and then instead of having to make a calculation for each 
customer, they refer to this list and quote the price in a moment. 

Here is a sample list, such as is issued by a large City house, 
to which we have added a list of prices of the cloth, quoting for 
narrow width goods. Now to use this, note the price of the 
cloth and then continue across to the column devoted to the 
garment you wish to quote for, and there you will find the 
price: as, for example, cloth 2/6 per yard, the price for trousers 
is 14 -. If there is an extra pocket the price would be 14/6; 
6 d. extra being charged for the pocket. 

Lounges may be reckoned at ten per cent, less than Morning 
Coats; thus: ( lass 1. Lounge Jacket IT/-; Lounge Jacket Suit. 
34/-; and so on. 

It must be borne in mind that this list is only a sample one, 
and should be used as a model upon which to make one of your 
own, for whilst this one is doubtless very excellent, yet local 
conditions vary, and as these often affect the price, they must 
enter into calculations. 


SPECIMEN PRICE LIST OF GENTLEMEN’S CLOTHING. 
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The cost of making, for instance, may be arranged at almost 
any price. We hear of trousers made for 4id., or even less, per 
pair, and we hear of 7/(> or 8 - being paid for the making of 
them, so that the price intended to be paid for making must be 
clear]} 7 - defined ere the calculation is made. 

EXCEPTIONAL GARMENTS. 

In addition to these prices, there are sure to be many 
exceptional garments which must be treated individually, care¬ 
fully obtaining the cost of each item, and then totalling them 
together, and adding the usual rate of profit to it. This is a 
far better plan than quoting from the price list of some firm 
who make a speciality of the goods you are estimating for, 
though their price may be taken as a guide. 

In some districts Tailors are able to do a considerable trade by 
the organisation of a clothing club, and as I have often been 
asked how these are managed, I have thought it worth while 
to include in this book 


A COMPLETE SET OF CLOTHING CLUB RULES. 

1- That this Club shall consist of an unlimited number of 
members, and any person may become a member at any time 
within twelve months from the commencement by paying up 
all arrears. 

2.—Any member paying 2s. per month for 12 months shall 
be entitled to goods to the amount of £1 4s. Od.; 4s. per month, 
£2 8s. Od.; 5s. per month, £3 Os. Od., and so on in proportion. 
Every member to pay 3d. monthly for the working expenses. 

3-—^ hen the sum in the Treasurer’s hands amounts to £4 10., 
lots shall be cast, and the member to whom the lot falls shall 
provide security, approved by the Society, for the remainder of 
his contributions, before he shall receive the goods chosen bv 
him. 

L—Every member must pay his money before nine o’clock on 
the. Club night, to enable the Society to cast lots. 

jl'U~?T er y 1 ? aem ker failing to comply with the above rules will 
forfeit his claim for the night. 

6, —Every dispute that may arise shall be settled by a Com¬ 
mittee chosen specially for that purpose. 

7. — Any member who shall not be cleared on the books on 
the night of casting lots shall not be entitled to stand for his 
lot. 
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8. —In case a member meets with an accident, so as to disable 
him from following his employment, such member, on satisfac¬ 
tory proof to the Society, shall receive the money paid in by him 
on the Club night after such proof has been established before 
a majority of members present. 

9. —When a member shall be necessitated to remove from this 
place to a distance of eight miles from the house where the Club 
is held, he shall in that case either receive the amount paid in 
goods, or be allowed to transfer his claim to another. 

10. —In case of the death of a member, and his representatives 
being unable to pay on the subscriptions, the money paid in 
shall be refunded to them. 

11. —Any member desirous of being present at the casting of 
lots, must be in attendance precisely at nine o’clock at the Club 
room; and the lots shall not be drawn unless five members be 
present. 

12. —Any member neglecting to pay his Subscription Honey 
for three nights shall be fined sixpence; should he not on the 
fourth night, he shall be excluded, and shall forfeit all claims 
on the Society. All fines to be spent on the last Club night. 


CONCLUSION. 

In writing the closing words of this book, I wish to remind 
my readers that I have aimed at conciseness rather than 
verbosity—few words to convey a large amount of knowledge. 

It has been my endeavour to make every point as plain as 
possible. I have given special attention to the diagrams, so 
that they may be as full of detail as possible, and in this way 
make a lengthy description unnecessary. 

I am positive the systems carefully worked out will produce 
splendid fits, for, apart from my own experience, I have the 
testimony of hundreds of cutters, who, in daily practice, are using 
this method, and this method alone, and by it achieving eminent 
success. 

I have devoted a large portion of this book to the illustra¬ 
tion of specialities, knowing that these are often invaluable 
to the cutter in practice, and in my treatment of these, I have 
embodied the experience of experts in each branch, so that they 
may be fully relied upon. 
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I now command tliis series of books to the trade. 

It. is less showy than many, but the aim has been practical 
helpfulness rather than ostentation. 

I have been desirous of producing a book that shall be a 
means of helping my fellow craftsmen to overcome difficulties, 
and become proficient in the trade, believing that this is what 
is wanted. 

My parting words shall be “ Do your work well, nay, do it in 
best possible style you can, and ever strive to do better with 
each successive experience. Faint not under difficulties and 
adverse circumstances, but put a brave heart and a determined 
will to work, and you will succeed. Purpose carefully, plan 
wisely, and plod persistently.’ , 


W. D. F. VINCENT. 
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